
 

 

To All Ward Councillors of All 13 Councils 
 
From the Chair of the KRP on behalf of the councils’ portfolio 
holders with responsibility for recycling and waste services 
 
Cc  
Dr Liz Goodwin, CEO and Jackie Bailey, WRAP 
Mr Kevin Vyse, Marks & Spencer Plc 
 
 
 

From the Chairman of the Kent Resource Partnership 
                        6th January 2016 

 
The Kent Resource Partnership (KRP) has been successful in securing external funding for a new 
year communications drive to support your council’s recycling.  We will be using WRAP’s Recycle 
Now materials (see FAQs).  We are delighted to have attracted funding, which is gratefully 
acknowledged, from: WRAP (£70,694), Alupro (£30,000) and Marks & Spencer plc (£10,000). 

I am writing to you as a ward councillor to ensure you have prior knowledge of the campaign and 
the Kent-wide deliveries before your ward residents receive the campaign leaflet.  

On behalf of all the KRP member councils, we will undertake the following activities; none of them 
at any additional cost to your council or to your council taxpayers:  

Date Activity 

Dec 15  Each District to receive 4 pull up banners for displaying in their offices 

Jan 16 Distribute a leaflet focusing on plastic items to 623,002 households in Kent.  

Jan 16 Recycle Now livery for Dartford, Gravesham, and Tonbridge & Malling recycling vehicles. 

Feb 16 Metals leaflet distribution to 623,002 households in Kent  

Mar 16 Follow up metals leaflet distribution to 623,002 households in Kent  

To Mar 16 Councils’ website and social media campaigns promoting the Recycle Now message.  

I have attached (1) A set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to help you respond to any 
questions your residents may have, and (2) The plastics leaflet that will be delivered to all Kent 
households.  If you have any questions, your council’s recycling or environment officers will be 
pleased to help.  For further information, you can also contact Mr Paldeep Bhatti, KRP Projects 
Officer.  Paldeep’s email is: paldeep.bhatti@kentrp.org.uk   
 

 
Councillor Rory Love,  
Chairman, Kent Resource Partnership 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
 
1. What is the Kent Resource Partnership? 
 The Kent Resource Partnership (KRP) comprises the 12 district and borough councils that 

collect household waste, and Kent County Council, which manages the onward recycling, 
treatment or disposal of it.  The Chairman is Cllr Rory Love, Shepway District Council.  The 
Vice-Chairman is Cllr Jill Anderson, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council.  Both have been 
elected by the KRP Members Board comprising all 13 councils’ portfolio holders for 
recycling & waste.  The full KRP Members Board is as follows;  

   
 Cllr Clair Bell, Ashford BC   Cllr Neil Baker, Canterbury CC 
 Cllr Arron Bardoe, Dartford BC  Cllr Nicholas Kenton, Dover DC 
 Cllr Sandra Garside, Gravesham BC  Cllr Matthew Balfour, Kent CC 
 Cllr Marion Ring, Maidstone BC  Cllr Matthew Dickins, Sevenoaks DC 
 Cllr Rory Love, Shepway DC   Cllr Stuart Peall, Shepway DC 
 Cllr David Simmons, Swale BC   Cllr Suzanne Brimm, Thanet DC 
 Cllr Jill Anderson, Tonbridge & Malling BC Cllr Ronen Basu, Tunbridge Wells BC  
 
2. What is WRAP? 

WRAP is a national registered charity that works in partnership to help councils, 
businesses, individuals and communities improve resource efficiency.  It is a respected 
advisor to local authorities and business in the UK for recycling and re-use.  WRAP has an 
established successful relationship with the KRP to help deliver local services and 
campaigns.   
 
WRAP is investing £70,794 into the Kent Recycle Now campaign.  WRAP is providing 
funding to just eight campaigns across the country with Kent’s being their largest 
investment.  Value for money from the WRAP investment (and overall) will be tested in 
part by assessing tonnages of plastics collected for recycling, and a residents’ survey. 
 

3. What is Alupro? 
The Aluminium Packaging Recycling Organisation (Alupro) is a national organisation that 
represents aluminium producers, their packaging converter customers, and the end-of-life 
recyclers and exporters.   
 

4. What is the ‘Recycle Now’ campaign? 
It is a major national recycling campaign which has been running for over 10 years and has 
recently undergone a refresh in June 2015, with a focus on materials which can be 
‘recycled around the home’.  The campaign encourages householders to recycle various 
materials; plastics, paper and cardboard, metals and glass.  It is designed to engage with, 
and inform, residents of the benefits of recycling these materials via existing local recycling 
services.  

  
5. Why is the initial campaign focus on plastic? 

All local authorities offer some sort of collection service for plastics whether by kerbside 
collections or bring banks.  Plastic bottles are also very easy to identify – they account for 40% 
of all household plastic packaging waste.  However, not all residents are currently aware of 
the plastic bottles, pots, tubs, and trays from around the home that can be recycled.  There is 
therefore a valuable opportunity to raise awareness of what plastics can be recycled. 
 

  



 
 

6. When will Kent residents receive the ‘Recycle Now – Plastics’ leaflet? 
The leaflet will be delivered by Royal Mail to Kent households from 11th to 15th January 
2015.  The KRP will write again to Councillors nearer the delivery time for the Metals 
leaflets in February and March 2016.  

 
7. How many households will receive the ‘Recycle Now – Plastics’ leaflet across Kent? 

The Royal Mail has programmed to deliver the leaflet to 623,002 households across Kent. 
 
8. Are there activities taking place other than the Kent-wide leaflet drop?  
 Yes.  In advance of the Kent wide leaflet drop w/c 11th January 2016, a combination of 

communications is being used by Councils, with pull up banners, website banners and 
social media messages.  A ‘Metals’ leaflet drop follows in February and March 2016.  

 
9. How can residents help?  

Residents can recycle more using councils’ existing recycling service.  This is the main 
campaign message, with a particular focus on items that might not come immediately to 
residents’ minds e.g. plastic bottles from around the home, not just from the kitchen. 

 
Residents can also follow their own Councils’ social media accounts, where possible, for 
regular updates beyond the initial Kent campaign.  Indeed, it is important that the initial 
leaflet communication is supported by ongoing digital and social media channels. 

 
10. Why is the private sector investing in a Kent councils’ campaign? 

The UK government has set challenging recycling targets for the packaging industry for the 
period 2013-17 which means plastic packaging recycling needs to double over the five year 
period.  Thus, the packaging industry recognise it is in their interests to work with councils 
to secure the tonnages of plastics they need for recycling. 
 

11. Are the Kent councils paying for the campaign from their own budgets? 
No.  No additional funding from the 13 councils’ individual budgets is being sought.  The 
KRP was successful in securing external funding to deliver this campaign in Kent.  The total 
projected budget of the campaign is £220,494.  WRAP has agreed to contribute £70,694, 
Alupro £30k, and Marks & Spencer £10k.  The KRP is match-funding up to £109,800 from its 
earmarked Projects budget to ensure the campaign is delivered across all of Kent.  The 
development of the Kent campaign has involved officers from across the district councils, 
facilitated by Partnership staff and funding. 
 

12. What benefits might apply to other recyclables? 
 Evidence from campaigns similar to Recycle Now shows the ‘recycling message’ benefits all 

recyclates.  It is expected the quantities of other materials like paper, cardboard, metals 
and glass will be boosted.   

 
13. Who can ward Members contact with any other campaign questions? 
 If ward Members have any questions regarding the Kent Recycle Now campaign, please 

contact recycling or environment officers within your council in the first instance or 
Paldeep Bhatti, KRP Projects Officer.  Paldeep’s email is: paldeep.bhatti@kentrp.org.uk    
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