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25 January 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Practice Partners 
 
 
 
RE: Potential Closure of East Peckham branch surgery 
 
 
 
Thank you for your application to close your branch surgery based in East 
Peckham.  
 
This has now been considered by our GP Contracting Panel and we understand 
that your request has been expedited by the fact that your current premises have 
been deemed not up to current standards. As has previously been discussed, 
NHS England is currently unable to support a new lease if the standard of your 
premises is in such condition.  
 
It is with reluctance we find ourselves in the position, as it formally stands today, 
that we would have little option but to accept the application to close as I 
understand there are no other alternative sites that the practice can identify. 
 
However, we note the letter of 7 January 2016 from the East Peckham Parish 
Council potentially offering to support the Practice with the funding of 
improvements to get the premises into a condition whereby a new lease could be 
offered. Thus, NHS England would like you to delay the process of closure for up 
to 6 months to enable you to approach your landlord for an extension on your 
lease notice and to give you the opportunity to explore any other potential 
opportunities for funding which might provide a future for the current site.  
 
To be clear, unfortunately NHS Commissioners do not have any additional 
funding to support this remedial work but we do hope you can come to an 
arrangement between yourselves, the parish council and the landlord.  
 
As time is short and clarity needs to be given to patients as soon as possible, we 
would ask that the practice approach the landlord again without delay and that an 
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outline action plan is put together within the next 3 weeks (15th February 2016). 
 
In the event, that you are unable to secure an extension from the landlord 
suitable assurances of  funding or unable to submit a satisfactory action plan, it 
would then be necessary for us to reluctantly accept that you need to enact the 
branch closure in order to avoid being in breach of contract come 12 March 2016. 
 
In addition to this correspondence, which is copied to Tom Tugendhat  MP and 
the Parish Council, I will also be writing back to all those patients and interested 
parties who have recently contacted us with this update. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
 
 
David Selling    
  
Senior Contracts Manager 
 
NHS England (South East) 
 
 
 
CC 
Tom  Tugendhat , Member of Parliament for Tonbridge, Edenbridge and Malling   
 Ian Ayres, Accountable Officer, West Kent Clinical Commissioning Group  
East Peckham Parish Council 
 


