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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE JUBILEE HALL MEETING 
ROOM AT 19.00 HOURS ON MONDAY 20 MARCH 2017 
  
PRESENT:      Cllrs. P. Crawford, M. Ferguson, Mrs. P. Graham, Miss. H. Harratt, 

J. Hockey, Mrs. J. Macdonald, Mrs. S. Page, C. Silver & Miss. S. 
Watson  

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mrs. K Bell (Clerk), Borough Cllrs: H. Rogers, Ms. J Anderson and 

Ms J Sergison & 1 resident 
 
APOLOGIES:  Cllrs. M. Barton & L. Wright 
   
Cllr. Miss Watson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
 
062/17 Declarations of Interests and lobbying: There were none 
 
063/17 Borough Councillors Report:  The Borough Cllrs were welcomed to the meeting; they drew 

attention to the following: 
• In addition to the concerns expressed by EPPC, Tom Tugendhat MP and KCC, their 

concerns had also been expressed with regard to the forthcoming changes to the Arriva 
bus timetable which would inevitably have a negative impact on the rural community. 

• With regard to several requests for additional recycling facilities in East Peckham, it was 
noted that there was only one recycling ‘bring’ site at the Co-op Service Station in 
Branbridges Road which had both glass, textiles and can banks and that most households 
had the green-lidded bin for garden waste, food waste & card, as well as the green box for 
paper & cans. Whilst TMBC the desired to also provide kerbside collections for plastics 
and glass, they tried some time ago to include those collections in the contract but the 
additional cost would have been £360,000 per year. However, the Waste Services 
contract was coming up for renewal and officers were looking again to see whether 
additional recycling services could be included. 

• TMBC having saved some £2.4million, now had to save another £1.4million over the next 
two years.  

 
064/17 Adjournment in order to enable members of the public to address the meeting  

064/17.1 Correspondence from residents 
• Complaints regarding forthcoming changes to Arriva Bus Time Table. 
• Steady stream of completed surgery questionnaires 
• Letter from girls at East Peckham Girls Brigade whose badge work was looking 

at recycling in East Peckham.  They had asked for additional recycling bins in the 
village.  Referred to TMBC as the service provider. 

• Complaint from resident regarding lack of household recycling facilities in the 
village.  Referred to TMBC as the service provider. 

 
064/17.2 Questions from residents: There were none 

 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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065/17 Full Council Minutes  

065/17.1 Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2017  
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed by the 

Chairman as a correct record. 
 

065/17.2  Update on any action identified in the minutes and not on the agenda 
039/17.2 Website: In February 2017 there were 437 sessions, 289 users, 1,194 page 

views & 2 new online subscribers for the monthly newsletter.  Cllr. Miss 
Watson encouraged members who had not done so to provide short 
information profiles which would be displayed on the website. 

 
048/17 Local Council Award Scheme: The Quality Status application has been 

submitted for accreditation; in addition, as EPPC’s Foundation Status was 
awarded more than a year ago documentation had also been submitted for 
Foundation reaccreditation. 

 
049/17 EPPC Website Upgrade:  The upgraded V6 EPPC website was live. 
 
052/17 Donation:  Letter of appreciation received from Home Start. 
 

066/17 Planning Committee: The minutes of the meetings held on 06 March 2017 were RECEIVED 
& NOTED.  No questions were asked of the Committee Chairman.   

 
067/17 Jubilee Hall & Playing Fields 

067/17.1 Occupancy Levels: Remained constant with many new booking enquiries. 
 
067/17.2 Maintenance: TBC had: 

o Dealt with a leaking WC 
o Fixed kick boards to the kitchen base units 
o Restored car park linings 

 
067/17.3 Anti-Social Behaviour: Mini Motorbikes had been seen being ridden on the Playing 

Fields and playgrounds, it was believed that those responsible had been identified 
and their details passed onto the PCSO’s. 

 
067/17.4 2016/2017 Finance: Statement for period 01.04.16–28.02.17 as follows:     £    

C/F from 2015/2016       33,124 
‘PC Playing Field Maintenance Grant       10,500 
PC Building Maintenance Grant      13,250 
Plus NNDR Budget             4,200   
Plus 2016/2017 Receipts                                      *24,987 
TOTAL                         86,061  
Less expenditure       54,098 
Balance                                                                                   31,963 

  
068/17 Environmental Enhancements - Fingerposts: Work was close to completion. 
 
069/17 CCTV: Cllrs. Ferguson reported that he met Chroma Vision on site, key points arising were: 

• An extension lead was needed to provide power to the keyboard. 
• Advice and guidance was provided on how to reposition the cameras. 

Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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070/17 Community Emergency Planning: The EA had assessed the Coult Stream with a view to 

removing some of the accumulated silt.  They had also visited the Hatches Lane area and 
were of the opinion that the water flow was not being impeded.  They therefore did not intend 
to carry out any work on the Coult Stream.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the EA would be asked to inspect the area again in the autumn. 

 
071/17 2017 Annual Parish Meeting 

071/17.1 Set up and Programme 
o Arrangements were in hand for the 2017 APM. 
o Members to arrive from 5.00 p.m. to assist in setting up the venue 
o 5.30 p.m. Planning Committee Meeting 
o 6.00 p.m. buffet to arrive 
o 6.30 event starts 
o 7.00 p.m. Meeting starts 
o 8.00 p.m. Janitor to arrive to provide on hand support 
o 10.00 p.m. Event ends, everyone needed to clear venue which is to be vacated 

by 10.30 p.m. 
 

071/17.2 Guest speakers: Confirmed as 
o Matt Boughton representing Tom Tugendhat MP 
o Andrea Griffiths - Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (Past Plants, Future 

Flora project, invasive plants and role of River Medway past and present to East 
Peckham) 

o Kelly August – Communications and Public Relations Kent and Medway NHS 
and Social Care Partnership (Mental Health Services) 

o Jon Lovett and Colin Dring - J Clubb Ltd (History of Arnolds Lodge Farm and 
gravel removal, ecological work and future plans) 

 
072/17 East Peckham Surgery  

072/17.1Refurbishment: The second survey commissioned by the CCG had been carried.  A 
meeting was being held on 09 May 2017 to examine the survey report and initial 
costings.  It was noted that EPPC would be represented at that meeting by Cllrs. Mrs 
Graham and Miss Harratt and the Clerk. 

 
072/17.2 Information Gathering: Questionnaires were included in the 2017 Annual Report, 

and were also available online.  The deadline for the receipt of responses had been 
set as 30 April 2017 when feedback would be analysed. 

 
072/17.3 Consultation: As soon as the information gathering process had been completed, 

consultation material would be prepared advising the community and asking them to 
consider available options.   

 
072/17.4 Public Consultations Events: Following a discussion, it was 

RESOLVED: That public consultation events would be held on 10 July 2017 
between 10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. in the 
Jubilee Hall (Sports Hall). 

It was further: 
RESOLVED: That EPPC would make a decision on its future involvement at the 

September meeting of the full council. 
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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073/17 Standing Orders - Annual Review:  Neither KALC nor NALC had recommended any 

changes to the current document.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Crawford 
seconded by Cllr. Mrs Graham and: 
RESOLVED: That no changes be made to the current document which would remain 

subject to an Annual Review. 
 
074/17 Financial Regulations - Financial Regulations:  Neither KALC nor NALC had recommended 

any changes to the current document.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. 
Crawford, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Graham and: 
RESOLVED: That no changes be made to the current document which would remain 

subject to an Annual Review. 
 
075/17 Risk Assessments - Annual Review Proposed by Cllr. Crawford, seconded by Cllr. Mrs 

Graham and: 
 RESOLVED: That the amended document be APPROVED. 
 
076/17 The Kent Men of the Trees:  Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That EPPC would participate in the 2017 Trees in the Village Competition 
 
077/17 Appointment of Trustee/Governor to The Quest School: Correspondence had been 

received from the Quest School based at the Hop Farm.  The Quest School is a school for 
autistic children.  As the school had grown, it was likely that it was going to be located at the 
Hop Farm for the foreseeable future and at a recent trustees’ meeting, the question came up of 
ensuring that the school had good links with the village and in this respect had invited a 
member of the Parish Council to consider becoming a trustee.  The first step however would 
be a visit to the school which would enable EPPC to gain an understanding of the school and 
of the potential Trustee role. Cllrs. Miss Watson and Mrs Graham had both expressed an 
interest in the role:  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That EPPC welcomed the opportunity to forge closer connections with The 

Quest School and in the first instance a visit would be arranged. 
 
078/17 Groups & Organisations: Members who attended any meeting on behalf of EPPC not 

covered elsewhere on the agenda were invited to give a brief report.  
078/17.1 Allotments:  Two allotment holders had had a disagreement over the lighting of a 

bonfire.  The complainant had been advised that EPPC would not be introducing any 
additional restrictions but advised that those lighting bonfires took a common sense 
approach and were considerate of the needs of fellow allotment holders. 

 
078/17.2 KALC Rural Affairs Conference:  Having attended the conference on 09 March 

2017, Cllr Mrs Macdonald drew attention to the following: 
• Conference sessions included; The Rural Environment: Threats and 

Opportunities, Seizing the Initiative: The Green & Care Agenda, Local 
Councils: Working within the rural network and Rural Communities and the 
Countryside: Health Check 

• An afternoon session included a presentation from the Clerk who gave an 
overview of what Parish and Town Councils could do and the East Peckham 
story where she outlined to delegates the measures that EPPC had taken in 
resisting the closure of the surgery. 

Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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079/17 Skatepark Project: An invoice for the sum of £263.97 had been received from ACRK who 

were seeking to be reimbursed costs under the VSOS programme.  As EPPC had not been 
party to any discussions or agreements with ACRK on the project it was therefore somewhat 
surprising for EPPC to receive an invoice for payment.  Following a discussion, it was: 

 RESOLVED: That EPPC would not pay the invoice 
 
080/17 Bank Reconciliations as at 28.02.17: Information prepared by the Clerk and copied to 

members RECEIVED AND APPROVED, bank balance was £270,726.61 made up as follows: 
Nat West £223,712.58 Unity Trust £54,413.08  
RESOLVED: That the bank statements be signed by the chairman and a non-signatory. 

 
081/17 Financial Transactions Report – March 2017: The following report was APPROVED 

Receipts 01.02.17 – 28.02.17 
Hall Hire              £3,031.07 
Nat West Interest                    £1.69 
HMRC Refund of VAT            £2,767.97  
Christmas Lights                £560.00 
TOTAL              £6,360.73   
 
Automatic Payments (includes VAT where applicable) 
BT   S111/112 Office telecommunications       £131.51 DD 
EDF Energy  S19 Jubilee Hall Electricity       £257.00 DD 
TOTAL             £388.51 
 
February 2017 Cheque payments (includes VAT where applicable)  
The Edge Systems S111/112 ID Cards            £28.67 300428 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens salary        £143.00 300429 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial          £868.00 300430 
HMRC   S111/112 Salary Deductions        £792.17 300431 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Salary & expenses     £1,954.70 300432 
Pams Pantry  S111/112 2017 APM Buffet         £175.00 300433 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial            £18.97 300434 
Sysk Computer Svcs S111/112 Members Computer expenses    £81.00 300435 
Mrs A Macdonald  S19 Hall User Deposit Refund           £25.00 300436 
KALC   S111/112 LCAS Accreditation Panel Fee   £216.00 300437 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing (Annual Reports, 
    Newsletters & stationery)         £783.72 300438 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 APM & Admin expenses         £200.00 300439 
TOTAL                         £5,286.23  
 

082/17 2017/2018 Village Planting:  A discussion took place during which members expressed their 
delight at the stunning spring hanging baskets in the village centre and felt that their decision to 
cancel the summer hanging baskets had been premature.  Following the discussion, it was: 

 RESOLVED: That the summer hanging baskets would be installed. 
 
083/17 Renewal of Payroll Services for 2017/2018: The contract had been renewed at the cost of 

£102.00 per annum 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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084/17 Correspondence: The following items were received during the period 11.02.17 – 10.03.17 

a. TMBC 
(i) Electoral Register Update (February 2017) 
(ii) Licensing Activity (February & March 2017) 
(iii) 2017 Easter Holiday Activities 
(iv) Community Safety Partnership Newsletter (March 2017) 
(v) Bulky Refuse: Revised Freighter Schedule (March 2017 – May 2017) 
(vi) Meeting Information: 

• Parish Partnership Panel – Minutes from meeting held on 16.02.17 & further 
response from Southern Water (Note: next meeting will be held on 15 June 
2017) 

• Area 2 Planning Committee – 01.03.17 
• Joint Transportation Board – 13.03.17 

(vii) Press Releases 
• Online Council Tax Billing 
• Council Sets budget to maintain key services 
 

b. KALC 
(i) Parish News (February 2017) 
(ii) KALC Membership Survey 
(iii) Kent Estates Partnership Board 
(iv) Legal Topic Note: S137 Expenditure limit for 2017/2018 (£7.57/elector) 
(v) DCMS Better Broadband Campaign 
(vi) Event Alerts 

• Dynamic Councillor – 18.05.2017 & 23.05.2017 
• Planning Conference – 23.03.17 
• Preparing for Audit, Best Practice Workshop – 30.03.17 & 01.04.17 
• CILCA Workshops: 17.03.17. 28.03.17 & 11.04.17 

 
c. Miscellaneous Information: Tom Tugendhat MP (News), Fields in Trust, Gatwick Airport,  

PSMA (Newsletters), Keep Britain Tidy, Scribe, Selling Technology (Flood prevention aids), 
HPC (Emergency Plan), MK Illuminations (End of Season Christmas Motif sale), NHS SE 
Commissioning Support Unit (WK Health and Care Listening Events), Groundwork (Funding 
opportunities (Tesco Bags)), New School for Edenbridge, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and 
Tunbridge Wells (Information of Open Events), North & West Kent CAB (Donation Request),  
Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance (Book a Talk information), Maire-Chereng (Bulletin 
March 2017), Carbon Smart (Parish Council Grant Funding for Renewable Energy Feasibility 
Studies) 

  
d. Kent Police: Speedwatch Bulletin 
 
e. NALC: Bulletins on National Developments and Meetings 

 
f. SLCC 

(i) News & Events Bulletins 
(ii) The Clerk Magazine (March 2017) 

 
g. Clerks & Councils Direct (March 2017) 
 
h. ACRK: Inside Track Issue 243 & Village Hall Convention (08.04.17) 
 
i. KCC: Consultation (Cultural Strategy) & 2017 Pension Contribution Bands 

Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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085/17 Matters for future Discussion 

Hamlet Signage:  Cllr. Mrs Macdonald advised that she was keen for the council to embark 
upon the acquisition of hamlet signage.  It was noted that funds had been included in the 
2017/2018 budget for this purpose. 
 
Parking outside the Primary School: Cllr Miss Harratt reported that parking outside the 
school on the yellow road markings was still a problem and was causing dangerous situations 
at the beginning and end of the school day.  She asked if an approach could be made to the 
school asking if they would take some proactive action to try and alleviate or minimise the 
problem. 

 
086/17 Date and Time of next meeting: Confirmed as 24 April at 5.30 p.m.   
 
087/17 Matters for consideration in Private: There were none  
  
There being no additional business, the meeting concluded at 20.45 hours 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: 17 April 2017  
Chairman 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of discussions and decisions 
made at the meeting. 
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