
MINUTES OF THE EAST PECKHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE SPORTS HALL ON 
MONDAY 03 APRIL 2017 AT 19.00 HOURS 
 
PRESENT:  Parish Cllrs: M. Barton, P. Crawford, M. Ferguson, P. Graham, Miss. H. Harratt, J. 

Hockey, Mrs. J. Macdonald, C. Silver, Mrs. S. Page, Miss. S. Watson (Chairman) & 
Mrs. K Bell (Parish Clerk) 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mr. M. Balfour (County Cllr), Ms. J. Sergison (Borough Cllr), Ms. J Anderson (Borough 

Cllr), Mr M Boughton (Representing Tom Tugendhat MP), Mr J Lovett (J. Clubb Ltd), 
Mr C Dring (J Clubb Ltd) & approximately 60 residents 

 
APOLOGIES:  Parish Cllr. L. Wright 
 
Miss. Watson, Chairman of the PC opened the meeting and welcomed all present.  
 
1. MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: Agreed. 
 
2.  CHAIRMANS OPENING ADDRESS: See Appendix A for transcript 
 
3.  PRESENTATION OF THE 2017 AWARDS 

3.1  BILLY CAN AWARDS: Miss Watson invited Mr and Mrs Boyle to present the 2017 awards.  
Before presenting the awards, Mr Boyle gave a brief outline of the awards.  The 2017 awards 
were presented to James Brown (EP Boys Brigade) and Mary Westerman.   

 
3.2  PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SHIELD: Miss Watson invited Mr Crawford 

to present the award; Mr Crawford began by giving a citation about the 2017 Award recipient, 
following which he was delighted to present the award to Serina Page on behalf of the entire 
East Peckham Magazine team. 

 
3.3  KALC COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CERTIFICATE: : Miss Watson invited Mr Balfour to 

present the award; Mr Balfour began by giving a citation about the 2017 Award recipient, 
following which he was delighted to present the award to Penny Graham. 

 
3.4 2016 Garden Competition: Miss Watson invited Mrs Page to present the award to the 2016 

overall competition winner who was Mrs Feaver. 
 

4.  GUEST SPEAKERS 
4.1 Mr M Boughton:  On behalf of Tom Tugendhat MP, Mr Boughton gave a presentation on Mr 

Tugendhat’s activities on behalf of the community, there then followed a short Q & A session. 
 
4.2 J. Clubb Ltd.  Mr Lovett and Mr Dring representing J Clubb Ltd gave a fascinating and 

interesting presentation on the East Peckham Quarry; their presentation covered the history of 
the site to the present day and environmental issues. 

 
5.  QUESTION TIME: The Parish Council was congratulated for organising an excellent Annual Meeting.  

The Parish Council members and the Clerk were thanked for all the work they did on behalf of the 
community.  Concerns raised included parking on pavements and future of the surgery. 

 
The formal part of the meeting concluded at 20.00 hours. Miss Watson asked all attendees to complete an event 
feedback form; she then closed the meeting and invited everyone to stay for refreshments. 
 
 
 
 
 



Chairman’s Report 
 
A very warm welcome and thank you for coming. 
 
Basic housekeeping – where toilets and fire escapes are 
 
This Annual Parish Meeting is just one way we communicate with our residents and we look 
forward to this event as it allows us to meet residents and provide you with a summary of our 
activities over the past year and news on items which we hope you find interesting.  This is 
your meeting, not a Parish Council meeting and is a great opportunity for you to meet your 
local representatives and our guest speakers.  Our guest speakers this evening include Matt 
Boughton representing Tom Tugendhat MP, Jon Lovett and Colin Dring from J Clubb Ltd 
who will talk about the History of Arnolds Lodge Farm and gravel removal, ecological work 
and future plans and finally Kelly August from the NHS who will talk about mental health 
services. 
 
Environment Enhancements 
Our environmental enhancement projects have come to fruition, firstly by the completion of 
our new fingerposts which are a very welcome addition to the rural street scene and by our 
spring hanging baskets in the village centre which are looking stunning, when they have 
finished blooming the same company will be providing our summer hanging baskets.  We 
have been delighted with the number of positive comments we have received about both the 
fingerposts and the hanging baskets.  During 2017/2018 we will be installing hamlet signs, 
there are nine separate hamlets making up East Peckham and we wish to mark them out 
and keep their historical importance to the village past. 
 
Council Tax and Parish Council Precept 
Each year we set a budget which reflects the services you want, while at the same time 
fulfils our statutory obligations.  Our 2017/2018 budget has been particularly challenging, 
and cannot be directly compared to previous financial y ears.  While we made some 
budgetary reductions, we were faced with a £20,000 cut in funding from TMBC and we 
wanted to include £15,000 towards surgery renovations.  In January this year we set our 
precept at £139,950. This is the amount collected for us by Tonbridge and Malling Borough 
Council as part of the Council Tax. Our 2017/2018 budget shows a fundamental change 
from previous years.  The way, in which the cost of providing local services has altered, 
many of the costs now included within our Precept were previously covered by grants from 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council which have been withdrawn; these grants amounted 
to £20,000 or approximately £16.00 per annum on a Band D property and helped us to pay 
for the maintenance of the churchyards at St Michaels and Holy Trinity, the maintenance of 
our open spaces and the maintenance and energy of the village footway lighting. As we want 
to continue to provide the same level of service we have therefore picked up the shortfall in 
our budget.     
 
So how does this affect the Council Tax Bills?  The amount each household is asked to 
pay for TMBC services is expected to decrease, however the amount each household is 
asked to pay for EPPC services will increase.  There should however not be much difference 
in the total amount each household is expected to pay for 2017/2018 when compared to 
2016/2017. 
 
It’s worth mentioning at this point that all of your Parish Councillors are all VOLUNTEERS 
and whilst they are entitled to claim personal allowances they choose not to, this saves in 
excess of £7,000 p.a., money which would otherwise be included in our budget and precept. 
SURGERY 



We know this is an issue which you are very concerned with.  We are too.  We have worked 
tirelessly on this matter and we are delighted the surgery remains open and that there is a 
genuine desire from us and the community for it to remain open.  There can be no doubt that 
had it not been for our involvement and intervention the surgery would have closed a year 
ago.  We are receiving a steady stream of completed questionnaires for which we thank you. 
Please continue to let us have your views, it’s important that as broad a cross section of the 
community responds and we are interested in your views whether you are a patient of 
Woodlands Health Centre or your GP is in a practice in a neighbouring village. 
 
We are however facing an uphill struggle.  We heard on 23 March 2017 that the cost of work 
so that the surgery can remain in its existing premises is now upwards of £200,000.  With no 
funds being made available from either the CCG or Woodlands Health Centre this means 
that if the costs were raised through our precept an additional £160.00 would be added to 
each council tax bill.  Woodlands Health Centre has advised that whilst they would be willing 
to enter into a new 10 year lease with the landlord there would be no change to the weekly 
services available which are 60 GP appointments, 10 phlebotomist appointments and 10 – 
14 Registrar appointments.  Bearing in mind that the work to enable the surgery to continue 
to operate from its premises in Old Road would be on a private property for a private 
business we are questioning whether this is the best use of public funds.  It is worth noting 
that 32.8% of the East Peckham population is not registered at Woodlands Health Centre, 
47.7% are registered at Woodlands Health Centre with a GP who attends the East Peckham 
surgery and 19.5% are registered at Woodlands Health Centre but with a GP who does not 
attend the branch surgery.   
 
On 09 May we are meeting again with the landlord, Woodlands Health Centre and the CCG, 
based on the outcome of this meeting we will consider our future role at our meeting on 15 
May.  If we decide to defer making a decision a public consultation event will take place on 
10 July 2017 and then over the summer months we will analyse all feedback before making 
a final decision on our future role in September 2017.  Whatever happens subject to council 
approval the Parish Council will pledge to make available up to £100,000 towards helping 
the CCG and Woodlands Health Centre carry out work on the existing or new premises or 
towards investment in East Peckham infrastructure such as the redevelopment of the village 
centre where we own some land and we would invite Woodlands Health Centre and the 
CCG to consider relocating to these new premises. 
 
ARRIVA CHANGES ITS TIMETABLE 
At the end of February we learnt that bus passengers face major upheaval in a shake-up of routes 
throughout the borough by Arriva.  Changes which come into effect this month will see a 
number of cutbacks, with some services withdrawn completely. We see these changes to 
the bus timetable as a further erosion of services to our rural community and have advised 
Arriva that there will be a negative impact for some passengers and the changes are likely to 
result in a negative reaction from the public.  We are grateful to Tom Tugendhat MP and 
Matthew Balfour County Councillor who have met with Arriva Management.  The changes 
announced by Arriva are all on their commercial routes and KCC has no control over what 
they decide to do. We are grateful to Tom Tugendhat MP and County Councillor Matthew 
Balfour have met with Arriva Management and tried to persuade them to keep all the East 
Peckham services. However, our understanding is that from today, the half hourly service 
between East Peckham and Maidstone will be withdrawn with the only remaining direct bus 
service being the 07:25 and the 16:05 school day only journey from the Merry Boys. There 
will be no direct bus services at the weekend.  East Peckham will continue to have a half 
hourly service to and from Tunbridge Wells from Mondays to Saturdays with a two hourly 
service on Sundays.  For those who need to travel from East Peckham to Maidstone by bus, 
the only workable suggestion is to use the 66 service which leaves the Merry Boys at 35 
minutes past the hour and change at Maidstone hospital.  I appreciate that the loss of the 
service to Maidstone has come as disappointing news to East Peckham residents. I can 



assure you that KCC are currently working with other bus operators to explore all 
opportunities to restore the bus link. 
 
HOP FARM – WAR and PEACE SHOW 
The War and Peace Show will be returning to the Hop Farm this year.  Tonbridge and 
Malling Borough Council are meeting with the event organisers over licensing and other 
issues and we will be briefed accordingly.  As yet we have not received any information, but 
when we do it will be shared with residents through our website and our newsletters.    
 
We continue to strive to make East Peckham a desirable place to live.  Please help all our 
community groups and continue to do your bit where you can.  Don’t forget that if you have 
any interesting photos from in and around the village we’d love to see them and if you’d like 
any information or advice on a Parish matter, please feel free to call into our Office during 
normal opening hours. 
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