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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE JUBILEE HALL MEETING 
ROOM AT 19.00 HOURS ON MONDAY 17 JULY 2017 
  
PRESENT:      Cllrs. M. Barton, M. Ferguson, Mrs. P. Graham, J. Hockey, Miss. H. 

Harratt, Mrs. S. Page, D. Roberts, C. Silver, Miss. S. Watson & L. 
Wright 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mrs. K Bell (Clerk), Mr. M. Balfour (County Cllr), Mr. H. Rogers 

(Borough Cllr), Ms. K. Hockey (PCSO), Ms. T. Matthews (PCSO) & 
1 resident  

 
APOLOGIES:  Cllr. Mrs. J. Macdonald, 

 
Cllr. Miss Watson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
 
179/17 Declarations of Interests and lobbying: There were none 
 
180/17 Casual Vacancy:  TMBC had confirmed that the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr 

Peter Crawford could be filled by co-option.  Members were advised that Mr David Roberts had 
expressed an interest in being co-opted.  It was proposed by Cllr. Miss Watson, Seconded by 
Cllr. Barton and: 
RESOLVED: That Mr Roberts be co-opted.  Mr. Roberts signed his Written Undertaking 

(Declaration of Acceptance of Office) and joined his colleagues. 
 

181/17 County Councillors Report: Mr Balfour was welcomed to the meeting; he drew attention to 
the following: 
Parking: He was liaising with Kent Police in the hope that they would take 

the initiative and start enforcing parking infringements.  EPPC 
would be asking the Governors and Headteacher to reinforce the 
message to parents not to park outside the school. 

 
SID: He was keen to provide financial assistance from his KCC Members 

Fund to assist East Peckham, Hadlow and Golden Green acquires 
a SID and would provide more information regarding costings 
shortly. 

 
Children’s Ofsted: KCC had been graded 'good' in most respects 
 
Potholes: KHS find and fix programme had gone well resulting in fewer 

potholes on Kent’s highways. 
 

182/17 Borough Councillors Report: Mr Rogers was welcomed to the meeting; he drew attention to 
the following: 
East Acres, Branbridges Road: On 08 August, the Planning Inspectorate would be holding 

an informal hearing. 
 
Auto Car Mall: TMBC was aware of the problems and nuisance caused 

and was doing all it could to alleviate them. 
 
Rose & Crown: The site had been secured. 

Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
Chairman 
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183/17 PCSO’s Report: The PCSO’s report for July 2017 was RECEIVED, NOTED and COPIED to 

members. 
 
184/17 Community Warden:  Miss Lara Sams was shortly leaving her role as Community Warden; in 

the interim period her colleague Michael Head would be covering East Peckham. 
 
185/17 Adjournment in order to enable members of the public to address the meeting  

185/17.1 Correspondence from residents: 

Auto Car Mall:  Complaints regarding business operations affecting 
Old Road, Branbridges Road and Medway Meadows.  Referred to the 
PCSO’s, TMBC and KCC.   

 
PROW – Pound Road to the Playing Fields:  Following vegetation 
clearance work, a resident tripped on debris and injured her knee.  The 
incident had been referred to KCC PROW.  
 

185/17.2  Questions from residents: There were none 
 
186/17 Minutes 

186/17.1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 June 2017   
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed 

by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
186/17.2 Update on any action identified in the minutes not on the agenda: None 
 

187/17 Planning: The minutes of the meetings held on 19 June 2017 and 03 July 2017 were 
RECEIVED, NOTED & APPROVED.  No questions were asked of the Committee Chairman  

 
188/17 Environmental Enhancements 

188/17.1 Little Mill Hamlet Signs:  Delayed pending the receipt of approval from KHS. 
 
188/17.2 Summer Hanging Baskets:  These were putting on a magnificent show in the village 

centre.  The receipt of many positive comments was pleasing to note. 
 
188/17.3 Summer Planters: These were also putting on a magnificent show in the village 

centre.  It was unfortunate to note however that three planters had been stolen. 
 

189/17 Jubilee Hall & Playing Fields 
189/17.1 Occupancy Levels:  Whilst these had remained constant, there would be a 

seasonal dip in occupancy levels over the summer months. 
 
189/17.2 Maintenance   

• Repairs to the soft safety surface in the Junior Play Area caused by 
school age children from EPPS had been carried at the cost of £350.00. 

• Graffiti had been dealt with. 

• TMBC had confirmed that there would be no timetable changes for 
quarter 3 of the 2017/2018 Bulky Refuse schedule. 

 
Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
Chairman 
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• Mr Jewhurst and his partner would be covering for the cleaning janitor 
whilst she was on holiday in August 

• Mr Hayes would do additional litter clearing when the groundsman was 
on holiday in August. 

• Additional keys had been ordered 

• The annual inspection of the fire safety services has been carried out.  
Two devices were replaced. 

• RBS Electrical Contractors Ltd attended to deal with an electric supply 
fault. 

• The Annual ROSPA inspection would be carried out during August. 
 

189/17.3 Memorial Bench:  A local family had made enquiries about siting a 
memorial bench on the playing fields.  The Clerk was liaising with the family 
over the style of bench and their budget. 

 
189/17.4 2017/2018 Finance: The Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields financial statement 

for the period 01.04.17 – 30.06.17 was as follows:      £ 

C/F from 2016/2017       35,522 
PC Jubilee Hall Grant                0 

PC Playing Field Maintenance Grant      12,500 

PC Building Maintenance Grant     13,650 

Plus NNDR Budget          4,210   

Plus 2017/2018 Receipts        2,689*  

TOTAL       68,571  

Less expenditure      15,355    

Balance                                                                                             53,216 
*Note; Value of community hall and playing field use where no income received 200.00 
Carers Group    £50.00 
Big Village Get Together £150.00 

  

190/17 Groups & Organisations (includes Panels, Local Organisations and Working Groups): 
Members who attended any meeting on behalf of EPPC were invited to give a brief report.  The 
following reports were received. 

 190/17.1 Allotments 

• Allotment Panel: Following the resignation of the allotment panel member, it 
was unlikely that an allotment holder would be appointed to the panel in advance 
of the AGM. 

• Replacement Shed: It was reported that that the cost had been revised and was 
now £2,000 and not £1,650 and previously advised to EPPC.  Following a 
discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Hockey, seconded by Cllr. Wright and: 
RESOLVED: That the additional expenditure of £350 would be 

approved. 
 

190/17.2 Community Garden Project: It was reported that the Medway Valley Countryside 
Partnership (MVCP) would like to explore the feasibility and possibility of setting up a 
Community Garden Project in East Peckham.  It was noted that potentially apart from 
co-operation and land allocation, costs to EPPC would be minimal and that the MVCP 
would be seeking grant assistance from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  It was further 
noted that the MVCP had looked upon East Peckham favourably as not only did we 
have a lovely allotment site with parking and toilets but we had a long history of 
collaborative working with the MVCP.  Following a discussion, it was: 

Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
Chairman 
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RESOLVED: That EPPC approved of the proposed project and confirmed that 

the Clerk would be the liaison contact between EPPC and the 
MVCP. 

 
190/17.3 KALC Councillors Conference (08.07.17):  Cllrs. Barton and Roberts reported that 

they had attended the Conference; attention was drawn to the following: 

• The Conference included a wide range of interesting and provocative papers 
designed to bring members up to date and allow them to engage with key issues 
impacting on local councils at a time of challenge, opportunity and 
unprecedented change. 

• As BREXIT took shape; it could see a greater emphasis on local council 
borrowing. 

• The last year has been dominated by principal authorities looking at re 
organization and new ways of working which could include new opportunities for 
Local Councils.  

• The theme of the conference was that local councils must continue to modernize, 
embrace change and invest in new skills and approaches which was a 
continuous process of improving awareness and ensuring we have the capacity 
to meet challenges and deliver for our communities 

 
191/17 Bank Reconciliations at 30 June 2017: The information which had been prepared by the 

Clerk and copied to members was RECEIVED AND APPROVED.  It was noted that the bank 
balance was £301,998.03 (Nat West £226,251.68, Unity Trust £75,746.35).  The bank 
statements were signed by the chairman and a non-signatory member of the council. 

 
192/17 Financial Transactions: The transactions report for July & August 2017 was APPROVED, as 

follows 
Receipts 01.04.17-30.06.17 
Hall Hire                                                                                                 £661.50 
Nat West Interest                     £1.86 
TOTAL                 £663.36 

 

July 2017 Payments (includes VAT where applicable) 
Direct Debits 
PWLB  S19 Loan Repayment    £2,930.21 
EDF Energy S136 Streetlight energy (01.10.16 – 31.03.17) £1,483.40 
EDF Energy S136 Streetlight energy (01.04.17 – 30.06.17)    £742.16 
EDF Energy S19 Jubilee Hall Electricity           £257.00  
TOTAL            £5,412.77   
 
Cheque payments 
G. Loosley  S19 Allotment shed deposit (50%) £1,000.00 300514 
Mrs J Macdonald  S136 Village Planting        £110.57 300515 
Amethyst Horticulture S136 Village Planting (Hanging Baskets)    £872.16 300516 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing  (newsletters/welcome handbook)      £73.84 300517 
Cancelled           300518 
G. Loosley  S19 Allotment shed Balance (50%) £1,000.00 300519 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Admin expenses as receipted    £103.75 300520 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial & PF maintenance    £868.00 300521 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens salary         £145.26 300522 

Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
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Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Village &  

Churchyard maintenance         £720.00 300523 
HMRC   S111/112 Salary Deductions        £793.90 300524 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Clerks Salary     £1,980.82 300525 
Brookside Garden Centre S111/112 Hospitality            £38.60 300526 
PSR lighting & Signs S136 Streetlight maintenance        £282.00 300527 
Mrs J Macdonald  S136 Village Planting          £37.71 300528 
Total Building Care S19 Jubilee Hall & Playing Field Maint    £2,766.24 300529 
M & M Contractors S19 Play Equipment Maintce 

Soft surface repairs     £420.00 300530 
Kent Grassland Services S136 PF Maintenance         £780.00 300531 
RBS Electrical Contractors S19 JH Electrical Work     £606.96 300532 
TOTAL                     £12,599.81 
 
August 2017 Payments (includes VAT where applicable) 
Direct Debits 
EDF Energy S19 Jubilee Hall Electricity           £257.00  
TOTAL               £257.00   
 
Cheque payments 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial, PF maintenance & 
    Receipted expenses     £912.82 300533 
Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Village &  

Churchyard maintenance         £720.00 300534 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens salary         £145.26 300535 
HMRC   S111/112 Salary Deductions        £793.90 300536 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Clerks Salary & expenses                 £2,033.42 300537 
PSR lighting & Signs S19 Streetlight maintenance        £282.00 300538 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Petty Cash float to defray minor 

Expenditure during summer recess    £500.00 300539 
British Gas  S19 JH Energy      £488.72 300540 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens salary (+ hours August) £33.52 300541 
Mr C Jewhurst  S19 JH Janitorial (Holiday Cover)   £132.00 300542 
TOTAL                                    £6,041.64 
 

193/17 2017 Review of Allotment Rents: Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Miss 
Watson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Graham and 
RESOLVED: That in order to replenish the site improvement fund following the purchase 

of the shed that allotment rents for 2017/2018 be increased as follows: 
2016 Rates  2017 Rates 

Half Plot    £16.50   £17.00 
Large Plot / two small plots  £25.00   £30.00 
2 or more half plots  £12.50   £15.00 

 
194/17 Grants to Community Groups and Organisations: It was reported that a funding application 

had been received from a newly formed East Peckham Football Club who was looking for 
funding towards start-up costs.  However unforeseen circumstances had delayed their start up 
and they asked that consideration of their application be deferred.  This was AGREED. 

 
Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
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195/17 Budgetary Control in respect of Quarter 1 for 2017/2018:  The information which had been 

prepared by the Clerk and copied to members was RECEIVED, NOTED AND APPROVED. 
 
196/17 Speed Indicator Device (SID) Funding:  Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That the item be deferred to a future meeting when more information was 
available.   

 
197/17 Correspondence: The following items were received during the period 10.06.17 – 07.07.17 

a. TMBC 
(i) Licensing Activity (June & July 2017) 
(ii) Alterations to Electoral Register 
(iii) 2017 Summer Holiday Activities Brochure 
(iv) Community Safety Partnership Newsletter (July/August 2017)   
(v) Event Alert: Area 2 Planning Committee – 05.07.17 

 
b. KALC 

(i) Chief Executives Bulletins 
(ii) Weekly Rural Policing Updates 
(iii) Application for Transparency Fund (For local Councils with a turnover of less than 

£25,000) 
(iv) 2017 TU Pay Claim Details  
(v) Call For Evidence – HGV’s using unsuitable roads 
(vi) Call to Action – Rural Co-operatives Programme 
(vii) Parish News (June 2017) 
(viii) NALC Town & Parish Council Questionnaire 2016 (EPPC’s response prepared by 

the Clerk and submitted on 29 June 2017) 
(ix) Event Alerts 

• Events and Workshops: 2017 brochure 

• Councillors Conference – 08.07.17 

• Getting to Grips with IT – 18.07.17 
 
c. Miscellaneous Information: Tom Tugendhat MP (News), Fields in Trust, Gatwick Airport,  

PSMA (Newsletters), Scribe, Airport Watch,   Yalding PC (Summer Playscheme Poster), 
Bluebird Care (Summer Hydration Campaign), Brookline (Day Breaks Brochure), David Jenner 
Photography Workshop (Yalding – 12.08.17)  

d. NALC 
(i) Bulletins on National Developments and Meetings 
(ii) Local Council Review (Summer 2017) 
(iii) Applications invited for 2017 Star Councils Awards (Deadline for entries 28.07.17) 
 

e. SLCC: News & Events Bulletins 
 

f. ALCC: Notification of Committee Meeting (03.07.17) 
 
g. Kent NHS: Invitation to discussion events on the future of the NHS and Social Care (Note 

events being held at East Kent venues) 
 
h. ACRK: Inside Track (Issue 246, 26.06.17) 
 
i. Groundwork: Nominate a local Hero 2017 

 
j. Clerks & Councils Direct (July 2017)  

 

Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
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198/17 East Peckham Surgery – Consultation Event: Thanks were extended to the members and 
the Clerk for attending the consultation event on 10 July, throughout the day there was a 
steady stream of residents with 87 completed feedback forms had so far been received.  It was 
noted that the response from residents so far indicated that EPPC should opt for a new build 
either as part of the Methodist Community Centre development, a standalone facility on parish 
council land in the village centre or a portakabin at the Jubilee Playing Fields.  Members noted 
the supporting information consisting of key statistics, facts and questions which the council 
should consider.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED:  

a. That members would consider the issue independently  over the 
summer recess 

b. That members would notify the Clerk or Cllrs. Miss Watson, Miss Harratt 
or Mrs Graham of any particular issue that they wanted clarification on. 

c. That in readiness for September meetings, costs would be obtained in 
respect of the following 

• Provision of surgery within the Methodist Community Centre 
development 

• Provision of standalone surgery on parish council land in the 
village centre 

• Provision of a portakabin at the Jubilee Playing Fields. 
d. Members would convene on 11 September for an informal discussion 

prior to the matter being considered by the full Council on 18 September 
2017. 

 
199/17 CCTV - Merry Boys (Cameras 1 and 2):  Whilst no response had formally been received to 

the letter sent by the Clerk to the landlord, Cllr. Barton had assisted the landlord in the removal 
of the internal and external equipment from the Merry Boys Public House which had since 
been delivered to the Jubilee Hall.  Members then considered its future deployment and were 
advised that both the Village Stores and Village Hall had expressed an interest in the 
acquisition of the equipment. It was noted that the equipment had no commercial or resale 
value.   Following a discussion. It was proposed by Cllr. Hockey, seconded by Cllr. Barton and: 
RESOLVED: That as it was believed the landlord at the Merry Boys Public House would 

be installing CCTV which would cover the village centre that the equipment 
be offered to the Village Hall.  

 
200/17 Community Emergency Planning:  It was reported that the KALC/KFRS Fire Hydrant 

Initiative had gained national recognition when it was a runner-up in the NALC 2016 Star 
Councils CALC Outstanding Project of the Year category. 

 
201/17 New Litter Clear Initiatives: in the absence of Cllr. Mrs Macdonald, there was no update. 
 

202/17 2017 Outdoor Equipment Project:  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That consideration of a new item of outdoor equipment would be deferred 

until September 2017 following the receipt of the 2017 ROSPA Report. 
 

203/17 2017 Christmas Lighting & Fundraising 
203/17.1Switch On: Plans were taking shape for the event being held on 01 December. 

 
Signed:   …………………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
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203/17.2 Road Closure:  TMBC had prepared a draft Road Closure Notice; the matter was 

now subject to consultation with Kent Police, TMBC, Bus Companies and KCC.  It 
was noted that whilst KCC had no objection they had advised that should they be 
called out during the event the cost of doing so would be recharged to EPPC. 

 
203/17.3 Father Christmas and the Elves: Brookside Garden Centre had been asked if they 

were able to provide Father Christmas and the Elves, but as their plans for Christmas 
2017 were not yet known, they had been unable confirm.  In the event that Brookside 
Garden Centre was unable to help this year, Cllr. Miss Watson confirmed the 
availability of a back-up plan. 

 
203/17.4 Snow Machine:  Brookside Garden Centre had confirmed that whilst they were 

happy to loan their snow machine for the Switch On event, they had no instructions 
and had had limited success themselves in operating the equipment. 

 
203/17.5 Fundraising: Cllr. Mrs Page reported that she was in the process of launching an 

advertising campaign in respect of the 3 fundraising events (2 quiz nights and 1 50/50 
Auction) 

 
204/17 Summer 2017 Recess: In accordance with S101 of LGA 1972, it was EPPC Policy during the 

summer recess for the Clerk to have delegated powers in order to make routine decisions, deal 
with emergencies and spend small sums of money.  Members were advised that delegated 
powers could not be passed to a Councillor and that with regard to planning applications the 
Clerk would consult with the PC Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Committee Chairman before 
making any comment to TMBC or KCC.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Miss 
Watson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Graham and: 
RESOLVED:  That powers be delegated to the Clerk who would act as per the above. 

 
205/17 Armed Forces Covenant:  Members resolved at an earlier that EPPC would sign the Armed 

Forces Community Covenant.  The Clerk had compiled a draft of the covenant and was liaising 
with the scheme organisers on taking this forward 

 
206/17 Councillors Areas: The following changes were AGREED  

Hale Street, Bardsley Close, Hale Court, Medway Meadows, Cates Court & 
Maidstone Rd              Serina Page 
Pound Road, The Old Dairy & Snoll Hatch Road       David Roberts 
 

207/17 Village Shops and Businesses - Consider ways in which to increase resident’s use of 
local shops and businesses:  Following a discussion it was: 
RESOLVED: That this matter be deferred for consideration at a future meeting. 
 

208/17 Matters for future Discussion: There were none  
  
209/17 Date and Time of next meeting: Confirmed as 18 September 2017 at 7.00 p.m. 
 

210/17 Matters for consideration in Private: There were none 
There being no additional business, the meeting concluded at 20.50 hours. 
 
Signed:  ……..………………………… Date: 18 September 2017. 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and decisions 
taken at the meeting 


