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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE JUBILEE HALL MEETING 
ROOM AT 19.00 HOURS ON MONDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2017 
  
PRESENT:      Cllrs. M. Barton, M. Ferguson, Mrs. P. Graham, J. Hockey, Miss. H. 

Harratt, Mrs. S. Page, D. Roberts, C. Silver, Miss. S. Watson & L. 
Wright 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Mrs. K Bell (Clerk), Mr Balfour (County Cllr) & 10 residents 
 
APOLOGIES:  Cllr. Mrs. J. Macdonald, Mr. H. Rogers (Borough Cllr), Ms. J. 

Anderson (Borough Cllr), Ms. J. Sergison (Borough Cllr) & Ms. T. 
Matthews (PCSO) 

 
Cllr. Miss Watson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
 
211/17 Declarations of Interests and lobbying: There were none 
 
212/17 County Councillors Report: Mr Balfour was welcomed to the meeting; he drew attention to 

the following: 
• The KCC budget was proving to be problematic, whilst wanting to maintain services, 

financial cuts were having to be made.  He was keen that the roads and drainage budgets 
remained unchanged.  Some services could be lost such as subsidised bus passes. 

• Pothole blitz was ongoing 
• He was hopeful that more use could be made of community transport schemes and 

volunteer workers. 
• He was pleased that the EA was continuing to look at flood prevention in EP. 
• He was encouraged that EPPC was advanced in its CEP preparedness and was of the 

opinion that the best resilience was in community preparedness. 
 
213/17 PCSO’s Report: The PCSO’s report for September 2017 was RECEIVED, NOTED and 

COPIED to members.  It was noted that PCSO Kimberley Hockey now had a new role within 
Kent Police. 

 
214/17 Adjournment in order to enable members of the public to address the meeting  

214/17.1 Correspondence from residents 
Auto Car Mall:  Complaints regarding business operations affecting Old 
Road, Branbridges Road and Medway Meadows.  Referred to the PCSO’s, 
TMBC and KCC.   

 
Kebab Van:  Complaints regarding the business operation of the kebab van 
from Pound Road.  Referred to TMBC. 
 
Streetlights:  Complaints regarding Inoperative streetlights affecting Pound 
and Chidley Cross Road.  Referred to EPPC’s contractor. 
 
Dog Waste:  Complaint referred to TMBC’s Dog Warden 
 
Drone: Complaint regarding operation on the Playing Fields.  Referred to 
PCSO 
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Surgery: Supplementary questions raised by a resident.  The Clerk had 
responded. 
 
School Bus Passes: Complaints regarding KCC who had declined school 
free school bus passes for some children attending Mascalls Academy on 
the grounds that the nearest secondary school was in Hadlow.  KCC had 
been advised that the Hadlow school did not offer the full curriculum and Mr 
Balfour had confirmed that KCC would rectify the matter. 
 
Smithers Lane:  Complaint regarding parking.  Referred to TMBC who had 
been asked to include Smithers Lane in the East Peckham Parking Review. 

 
214/17.2  Questions from residents: There were none 

 
215/17 Minutes 

215/17.1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 July 2017   
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed 

by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
215/17.2 Update on any action identified in the minutes not on the agenda: None 
 

216/17 Planning: The minutes of the meetings held on 17 July 2017 and 04 September 2017 were 
RECEIVED, NOTED & APPROVED.  No questions were asked of the Committee Chairman  

 
217/17 Proposed New Committee Structure:  EPPC currently delegated certain business to two 

committees which were Planning & Transportation Committee and Finance Committees and 
that each committee had Terms of Reference outlining the business it was authorised to 
consider which enabled the committees to make legal decisions without subsequent ratification 
by the full council.  Whilst the two committee structure served to reduce bureaucracy and 
streamlined the decision-making process there could be significant improvements to the way in 
which EPPC business was transacted if the existing committee structure was replaced by up to 
five committees, i.e., Finance & Audit; Recreation & Facilities; Personnel; Planning, 
Environment & Transport and Youth Services.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the item would be deferred for formal consideration at the 2018 AMPC. 

 
218/17 Environmental Enhancements 

218/17.1 Little Mill Hamlet Signs:  It was reported that KCC had given approval for the 
installation of the signs and that a quotation of £87.26 excluding VAT had been 
received for member’s approval.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. 
Graham, seconded by Cllr. Miss Watson and: 
RESOLVED: That an order would be placed. 

 
218/17.2 Summer Hanging Baskets:  These would shortly be replaced. 
 

219/17 Jubilee Hall & Playing Fields 
219/17.1 Occupancy Levels:  Whilst there had been a seasonal dip over the summer 

months, casual weekend bookings had increased, with effect from 02 
October 2017, Grace Gymnastics Academy was due to start using the 
premises for 3 – 4 afternoons each week and an expression of interest had 
been received from an individual who wanted to start a kick boxing club. 
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219/17.2 Maintenance   

• Repairs to the soft safety surface in the Junior Play Area caused by 
EPPS school children had been carried at the cost of £350.00. 

• Graffiti had been dealt with. 
• Additional keys had been ordered and received. 
• The water system had been overhauled  
• Some play equipment repairs had been carried out with other work to be 

carried out by the end of October. 
• Gutters and downpipes had been cleared 
• Overflowing changing room toilet had been repaired 
• Work had been undertaken on identified external trip hazards 
• Faulty heater in Meeting Room repaired 
• Bin removed from playing fields (litter bin was being used as a dog bin 

with infrequent emptying by TMBC) 
• The Playing Field hedges had been cut back on the south side of 

Church Lane, the hedge which bordered the car park and Pippin Road 
and the hedge which bordered the Primary School. 

 
219/17.2 2017/2018 Finance: The Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields financial statement 

for the period 01.04.17 – 31.08.17 was as follows:      £ 
C/F from 2016/2017       35,522 
PC Jubilee Hall Grant                0 
PC Playing Field Maintenance Grant      12,500 
PC Building Maintenance Grant     13,650 
Plus NNDR Budget          4,210   
Plus 2017/2018 Receipts        4,262 *  
TOTAL       70,144  
Less expenditure      26,501    
Balance                                                                                             43,643 
*Note; Value of community hall and playing field use where no income received  
Carers Group    £91.00 
Big Village Get Together £200.00 

 
219/17.3 Annual Safety Inspection of Outdoor Areas:  It was reported that in addition to 

weekly visual/tactile inspections which enabled the identification of obvious hazards 
that could result from vandalism; use or weather conditions and quarterly operational 
inspections that an Annual Inspection was carried out by an independent RPII 
inspector which established the overall safety of equipment, foundations and 
surfaces.  The Annual Inspection was carried out in August 2017, and the inspector 
had made the following observations: 
• All areas were in good condition   Noted 
• The wet pour was starting to crack and lift  Repaired Sept 2017 
• The Flymobile had a worn bearing    To be repaired Oct 2017 
• The pathways were found to be in good order.  Noted 
• Missing tread and fixing on toddler unit   To be repaired Oct 2017 
• Rocker required a base fixing tightening    To be repaired Oct 2017 
• Eight missing donut covers on Youth Shelter  Monitor 
• Graffiti on Youth Shelter and in older children’s play area Removed Sept 2017 
• Excessive weed growth under the dog grids  Removed Sept 2017 
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• Broken glass on the concrete base at the Youth Shelter Removed Aug 2017 
• Missing vertical bar in one corner of the fencing surrounding  

the ball court      Monitor 
• The fitness area was in good condition, some maintenance work   

required to the apparatus.    To be repaired Oct 2017 
It was noted that both flymobile and rocker had been taken out of use pending 
repairs. 

 
219/17.4 First Aid Training: In return for being provided with storage space a regular user had 

offered to provide FREE defibrillator training to members and residents. 
  

220/17 Groups & Organisations (includes Panels, Local Organisations and Working Groups): 
Members who attended any meeting on behalf of EPPC were invited to give a brief report.  The 
following reports were received. 

 220/17.1 Allotments 
• Allotment Panel: Following the resignation of the allotment panel member, an 

expression of interest had been received from an allotment holder. 
• Replacement Shed: The shed had been installed. 
• Community Garden Project: No new information had been received. 
• Allotment Rents: These were currently being renewed. 
• AGM: The annual meeting between the Allotment Holders and EPPC’s Allotment 

Panel would be taking place on 06 October 2017. 
 
220/17.2 T & M KALC Area Committee Meeting held on 10 August 2017: Cllrs. Mrs Graham 

and Miss Watson reported that they had attended the meeting, the key topic of 
interest being the new T & M Parish Charter and an update on TMBC’s Local Plan.  

 
220/17.3 T & M PPP Meeting held on 07 September 2017: Cllr. Miss Watson reported that 

she had attended this meeting and that the key topics of interest being the current 
policing review and the new T & M Parish Charter. 

 
220/17.4 Scribe Accounting Software Training: On 22 August, the Clerk attended a training 

event and networking day in Guildford. It was a useful event as the Clerk was now 
using some aspects of the software that had not been fully used before. 

 
221/17 2016/2017 Completion of External Audit:  PKF Littlejohn had completed the audit and 

confirmed that on the basis of their review they were satisfied that the information in the annual 
return was in accordance with proper practices and no matter had come to attention giving 
cause for concern that relevant legislation and regularity requirements had not been met.  It 
was noted that the Auditor had commented that EPPC had not displayed pages 1 and 2 of the 
Annual Return on the website, however it was noted that EPPC had fully complied with this 
legislative requirement and PKF Littlejohn had been advised accordingly. 

 
222/17 Bank Reconciliations 

222/17.1 31 July 2017: The information which had been prepared by the Clerk and copied to 
members was RECEIVED AND APPROVED.  It was noted that the bank balance 
was £281,252.78 (Nat West £221,900.21, Unity Trust £59,352.57).  The bank 
statements were signed by the chairman and a non-signatory member of the council. 
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222/17.2 31 August 2017: The information which had been prepared by the Clerk and copied 

to members was RECEIVED AND APPROVED.  It was noted that the bank balance 
was £277,526.19 (Nat West £221,584.68, Unity Trust £55,941.51).  The bank 
statements were signed by the chairman and a non-signatory member of the council. 

 
223/17 Financial Transactions: The transactions report for September 2017 was APPROVED, as 

follows 
Receipts 01.07.17-31.08.17 
Hall Hire                                                                                                 £1,573.00 
Allotments                                                                                                 £218.00   
Nat West Interest                       £3.78 
TOTAL                 £1,794.78 

 
September Payments (includes VAT where applicable) 
Direct Debits 
EDF Energy S136 Streetlight energy       £184.41 
EDF Energy S19 Jubilee Hall Electricity           £257.00 
BT  S111/112 Parish Office telecoms      £124.39  
TOTAL                £565.80   
 
Cheque payments 
CANCELLED         300526 
KCC   S19 Fire Extinguisher maintenance   £214.80 300543 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial expenses      £23.76 300544 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing  (surgery consultation documents)   £27.90 300545 
Mr M Barton  S111/112 Members Training (Travel expenses)  £37.14 300546 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing  (newsletters)      £41.23 300547 
Express Keys  S19 JH Keys      £161.40 300548 
RBS Electrical Contractors S19 JH Electrical Work      £54.00 300549 
Mr R Crowle  S19 Receipted allotment expenses   £127.97 300550 
RBLI   S19 Hamlet Signs     £104.71 300551 
Brookside Garden Centre S111/112 Hospitality           £27.70 300552 
Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Village &  

Churchyard maintenance        £480.00 300553 
PSR lighting & Signs S136 Streetlight maintenance       £282.00 300554 
PKF Littlejohn  S111/112 2017 External Audit Fee    £480.00 300555 
Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Playing Field Maintenance   £624.00 300556 
SE Water  S19 JH Water Rates   £60.57  

S19 Allotments Water Rates  £126.36   £186.93 300557 
Came & Company S19/111/112/136 Insurance Premium           £4,482.10 300558 
Craigdene Ltd  S19 Annual Safety Inspection    £192.00 300559 
Mr R Crowle  S19 Receipted allotment expenses     £15.59 300560 
Travis Perkins  S19 PF Maintenance       £24.84 300561 
Fresh Air Fitness  S19 Repairs Fitness Equipment   £469.80 300562 
Vision ICT  S111/112 Website                 £1,058.40 300563 
Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Village &  

Churchyard maintenance        £720.00 300564 
(Reissue of 300534) 

Total Building Care S19 JH & PF Maintenance               £1,197.00 300565 
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Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Playing Field Maintenance    £792.00 300566 
Kent Grassland Services S136 2017/2018 Village &  

Churchyard maintenance         £720.00 300567 
HMRC   S111/112 Salary Deductions        £793.90 300568 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Clerks Salary     £1,980.82 300569 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens salary         £145.26 300570 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH Janitorial & PF maintenance & 
    Receipted expenses     £908.93 300571 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing  (stationery)       £32.86 300572 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 PF maintenance receipted expenses    £10.99 300573 
RBS Electrical Contractors S19 JH Electrical Work       £54.00 300574 
TOTAL                    £16,472.03 
 

224/17 Footway Lighting – Energy Supply:  The contract with EDF had been renewed. 
  
225/17 2017 Insurance Renewal:  Members were asked to approve the insurance renewal at the cost 

of £4,482.10.  It was noted that EPPC was tied into a contract with Came & Company which 
was due to end in September 2018.  It was further noted the premium apportionment as; 
Jubilee Hall & Playing Fields £2,053.46, Allotments £7.17, Administration (Included street 
furniture, asset protection, revenue protection, legal liabilities, employee benefits, office 
contents & equipment) £1,850.00 and Footway Lights £571.47.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the insurance be renewed. 

 
226/17 Grants to Community Groups and Organisations: A funding application had been received 

from the new formed East Peckham United (Youth) Football Club who was looking for funding 
towards start-up costs.  It was noted that some funding had already been secured locally and 
that the team had a confirmed fixture list which took them up to 24 February 2018.  Members 
were advised that the following funds were available with the current years budget. 
2017/2018 S137 Allocation for Village Youth Projects       £930.00 
2017/2018 Balance of allocation for community grants and donations     £750.00 

 Total         £1,680.00 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Miss Watson, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Graham 
and: 
RESOLVED: That a grant of £500 would be awarded together with free use of Jubilee Hall 

and Playing Field facilities until 31 March 2018. 
 

227/17 Correspondence: The following items were received during the period 08.07.17 – 08.09.17 
a. TMBC 

(i) Licensing Activity (July, August & September 2017) 
(ii) Electoral Register Alterations (Changes Effective from 01 August 2017) 
(iii) TMBC Calls on knitters to create Remembrance Day Poppy Display  
(iv) Meeting Information 

• Area 2 Planning Committee (16.08.7) 
• Parish Partnership Panel (07.09.17) 

(v) North Farm Waste Facility: Information re temporary closure 
(vi) Community Safety Partnership Newsletter: September/October 2017 

 
b. KALC 

(i) Chief Executives Bulletins 
(ii) Autumn Training Programme 

 
Signed:  ……..………………………… Date: 16 October 2017. 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and decisions 
taken at the meeting 



. 
 

-4350- 
(iii) Legal Topic Note 54 Update: Protection of Ownerless Common Land and Village 

Greens 
(iv) Parish News (August 2017) 
(v) Legal Briefing: Reform of Data Protection Legislation) 
(vi) Area Committee – Minutes from meeting held on 10.08.17 
(vii) DCLG: You’ve got the power – a quick and simple guide to community rights 
(viii) Kent Police: National Counter Terrorism Security Office (briefing August 2017) 
(ix) Broadband Universal Service Obligation Consultation 
(x) Event Alerts 

• Chairmanship Information Day (23.09.17) 
• SECAmb AGM (28.09.17) 
• Planning for Local Councils (23.10.17 
• Low Carbon Britain 2017 (08.11.17)  

 
c. Miscellaneous Information: Tom Tugendhat MP (News), Fields in Trust, Gatwick Airport,  

PSMA (Newsletters), Scribe, Airport Watch, Keep Britain Tidy,  iC2 CCTV & Security 
Specialists, Parkers, Hospice in the Weald, WMPC (Traveller Invasion), Kent County 
Showground (Festive Entertainment), Living Wage Foundation (Summer Update), Bluebird 
Care (New dementia care service), BBC2 The Repair Shop (Mail seeking damaged family and 
community heirlooms), Golding Vision (Access for All Event, 02.09.17), The Kent Men of the 
Trees (Arbor Summer 2017), University of Kent (Autumn 2017 Courses), SE Water 
(Notification of new water main installation in Sovereign Way, Tonbridge), PSMA, UK Power 
Networks (Roadshows), AbbeyField (Information re Supporting older people in the 
community), SE Water Draft Drought Plan (2017 Consultation) 

 
d. Scribe: Regional Training and Networking events 
 
e. KCC Pension Scheme: Annual Benefit Illustrations and the Pensions Forum 
 
f. Clerks & Councils Direct (September 2017) 
 
g. SLCC  

(i) News Bulletins (July & August 2017) 
(ii) National Conference: Information on event taking place on 18 & 19 October 2017 

 
228/17 East Peckham Surgery: Attention was drawn to the following new items of information 

Consultation Feedback 
• Overwhelming response from completed consultation feedback form was for EPPC not to 

invest in the refurbishment of the existing premises. 
• Mixed response regarding a new build, whilst some welcomed the idea others wanted the 

parish council to explore the portakabin option. 
• Some respondents suggested EPPC did nothing. 

 
Costing Information: Not yet received. 
 
Communication with CCG:  The CCG had confirmed as follows: 
• Provided WHC were committed to providing services in East Peckham for at least 10 

years, they would commit to reimbursing WHC for premises costs. 
• With regard to improving opening hours, they were of the opinion that this was a decision 

for WHC and would to some extent depend on the demand from local people and the 
degree to which extended hours were used.  The CCG would support the practice. 
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• No comment on whether unused occupancy could be offered to other local GP Practices. 
• When asked to comment on whether or not the surgery could be used in the package for 

providing primary community care in East Peckham, the CCG were in agreement and 
would work to see what additional services could be delivered 

• Neither present premises or a portakabin would be acceptable as a permanent solution 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Mrs Graham, seconded by Cllr. Ms Harratt 
and: 
RESOLVED: That the full council convene on 02 October 2017 when members would be 

expected to make a decision regarding EPPC’s future involvement.  It was 
noted that as EPPC was not responsible for the provision of GP services it 
was not legally obliged to do anything.  

It was further: 
RESOLVED: That Cllrs. Mrs Graham and Ms. Harratt would present EPPC’s decision to 

the Working Group when it met on 03 October 2017. 
 
229/17 CCTV: No new information was received. 
 
230/17 Community Emergency Planning   

230/17.1CEP:   Cllr. Miss Watson reported that the CEP was in the process of 
being updated and that she wanted the new document to include a 
list of vulnerable people within EP.  TMBC would be asked to 
confirm the security code for the two sandbag containers. 

 
230/17.2 Flood Wardens It was hoped that more people would volunteer to be flood wardens.  

Cllr Mrs Graham reported that Mr Graham would be attending the 
Flood Warden training which was being hosted by KFRS on 07 
October 2017. 

 
230/17.3 KCC Consultation – Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2017-2023: KCC’s 

Consultation, www.kent.gov.uk/localfloodrisk would close on 08 October. 
 

231/17 2017 Outdoor Equipment Project:  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That consideration of a new item of outdoor equipment would be deferred 

until November 2017 by which time all repairs and works identified in the 
2017 Annual Safety Inspection would have been carried out and EPPC 
would have a clearer indication of the funds available. 

 
232/17 2017 Christmas Lighting & Fundraising 

232/17.1 TMBC Christmas Light Grant 2017: TMBC had confirmed the availability of a £560 
grant subject to at least an equivalent sum being raised locally including a minimum 
contribution of £200.00 from EPPC. 

 
232/17.2 Installation: Cllr Mrs Page reported as follows 

• Plans were at an advanced stage with installation due to take place on 18 
November 2017. 

• Some of the branches on the pear tree situated on the ‘piazza’ in Pound Road 
had collapsed under the weight of the fruit.  The matter had been dealt with but 
some of the lights had been damaged. 
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• RBS Electrical Contractors would install the Christmas lights on the trees on the 

Parish Council owned land in the village centre including the Christmas tree 
which would be supplied by Brookside Garden Centre.  A discussion took place 
on the installation of the star motifs which EPPC owned and it was noted that a 
quotation of £380 had been received for their installation and take down.  
Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the quotation would be accepted and the star motifs installed. 

 
232/17.3 Fundraising: Attention was drawn to the following 

• The first fundraising event had been held on 15 September 2017, whilst the total 
amount raised was not yet known, the raffle alone had raised £232.40. 

• Donations had been received from the Line Dancers (£100) and the WI (£40). 
• Some very generous raffle prizes had been donated for the two quiz nights. 
• In a personal capacity, the Clerk had submitted an application to the Waitrose 

Community Matters Scheme.  
• During October 2017 fundraising events would consist of the Big Quiz and the 

50/50 Auction. 
 

232/17.4 Switch On:  Plans were at an advanced stage for the event taking place on 01 
December 2017.  At the present time there were 5 stalls (EPPC, Salvation Army, Cats 
Protection, Khan Spice, Knitted goods) with hopefully many more. 

 
232/17.5 Budget: The budget was noted as follows 

2016/2017 
Reserves from previous financial years    £544.00 
+ 2016/2017 PC Budget   £5,000.00 
+ TMBC Grant       £560.00 
+ Fundraising    £2,682.71 
Total Budget    £8,786.71 
Less Expenditure   £7,139.35 
Balance CF to 2017/18   £1,647.36 
 
2017/2018 
Reserves from previous financial years £1,647.36 
+ 2017/2018 PC Budget   £5,000.00 
+ TMBC Grant       £560.00 
+ Fundraising         £45.00  Lots sold by Hop Farm Auction House 
        £100.00  Donation from Line Dancers 
          £40.00  Donation from WI 
        £232.40  Raffle proceeds 15.09.17  
Total Budget    £7,624.76 
Less expenditure   £5,590.26 
Balance     £2,034.50 

 
233/17 Armed Forces Covenant:  Members resolved at an earlier that EPPC would sign the Armed 

Forces Community Covenant.  The Clerk had compiled a draft of the covenant and was liaising 
with the scheme organisers and KALC on taking this forward. 
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234/17 Village Shops and Businesses:  It was reported that as well as encouraging residents to use 

the local shops and villages as part of the Localism agenda there were other options available 
to parish councils who wanted to safeguard struggling village shops and pubs for the benefit of 
local people.  Parish Councils could start new community shops or services; by giving small 
grants or, where appropriate, borrowing to make an investment, such as purchasing a freehold 
on a property.  The Parish Council by using these powers and sitting down with the community 
can make sure every effort is made keep rural services alive. As part of Localism, EPPC now 
has new freedoms and flexibilities to protect local services and drive growth.  The village shop, 
pub or post office is often the beating heart of a community. So when one is threatened with 
closure, the parish council would be expected to pull out all the stops to keep it going.  Some 
have done this brilliantly, but many have watched local amenities close when the power to 
save them was within their grasp. This is not about propping up failing businesses; it is often 
about providing temporary financial assistance or putting new community-run facilities in place, 
so vital services that people rely on are maintained and every option explored to keep them 
running for the benefit of local people.  Thanks were extended to the Clerk for preparing the 
information. 

 
235/17 Local Council Award Scheme, Quality Council Application: Members were advised that 

the Regional Accreditation Panel had considered the revised evidence and was pleased to 
confirm that EPPC met the criteria for the Quality Level Award.  Congratulations were 
extended to the Clerk who had led the Councils Accreditation Application. 

 
236/17 Website 

236/17.1 Statistics  
• July 2017: 409 visits, 1,152 page views, 56.48% new visits 
• August 2017: 260 visits, 703 page views, 65.77% new visits 

 
236/17.2 Domain Registry: On EPPC’s behalf, Vision ICT had renewed the domain name 

eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk:   
 
237/17 Tonbridge & Malling Parish Charter: It was reported that TMBC was reviewing the Charter 

and with the assistance of KALC would be streamlining the process for its adoption.  It was 
noted that TMBC had prepared a revised draft Parish Charter which had been copied to 
members and that key elements from the 2008 version had been carried forward and updated.  
It was further noted that the new draft charter was shorter, more concise and focuses on key 
issues of mutual interest to the Borough and Local Councils.  In brief, the new charter would 
focus on the following key matters: 
• future operation of the Parish Partnership Panel,  encouraging a greater emphasis on 

items put forward by Local Councils provided these are of relevance to a wider audience; 
• an agreed commitment to effective communication and the sharing of information; 
• a protocol on how formal consultations are undertaken, giving sufficient time for responses 

to be submitted; 
• a joint commitment to maintaining high standards of conduct and respect; 
• Joint working to address future financial challenges and resource issues. For example, 

following adoption of the new Charter, the Borough Council wishes to engage with parish 
councils on a number of issues including Gypsy and Traveller encampments, the 
operation of the Joint Standards Committee, and Parish Polls; 

• Monitoring and review of the Charter, with a suggested review period of five years. 
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EPPC had been invited to comment on the draft charter and to send any comments direct to 
the local KALC branch who would assemble and discuss comments with TMBC.  A revised 
draft would then be presented to the PPP when it met in November before being formally 
adopted by KALC and the Borough Council. During a discussion, a small number of 
suggestions were forthcoming and it was: 
RESOLVED: That the following suggestions would be forwarded to the KALC local branch 

• A slight softening of the words in resources and legal issues to read 
‘should work together’ rather than ‘would work together’. 

• Points of contact should be added for areas of relevance to parish 
council such as development control, licensing and street scene 

• There are financial challenges and resource issues affecting TMBC and 
it is noted that following the adoption of the new charter that TMBC 
wishes to engage with parish councils on a number of issues, there 
should be some clarity on the financial impact this may have on parish 
councils and their budgets. 

• There should be a more transparent way in consulting with parish 
councils who should be consulted more widely on issues affecting their 
communities. 

 
238/17 Matters for future Discussion 

Streetlights: Cllr. Ferguson drew attention to streetlights which were illuminated all day on 
Tonbridge Road.  Matter would be referred to the PC’s lighting contractor. 

  
239/17 Date and Time of next meeting: Confirmed as 02 October 2017 following the meeting of the 

Planning & Transportation Committee. 
 
240/17 Matters for consideration in Private: There were none 
 
There being no additional business, the meeting concluded at 21.00 hours. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ……..………………………… Date: 16 October 2017. 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and decisions 
taken at the meeting 
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