THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE CURRAN HALL ON
MONDAY 04 APRIL 05 AT 7.30 P.M.

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO MEET YOUR ELECTED PARISH
COUNCILLORS & RAISE MATTERS AFFECTING YOUR LIFE IN THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY



EAST PECKHAM — ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

AGENDA

1. To confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 08 March 2004
2. Presentation of the 2004/2005 Annual Report of the Parish Council
3. Guest Speakers:

Mr David Williams, Tonbridge & Malling Crime & Disorder Reduction
Partnership

DCI Martin Very, West Kent Police
Shirley Fiddock, East Peckham Community Warden

4. Presentation of the 2004/05 Billy Can Awards for outstanding service in
accordance with Christian principles for the community of East Peckham

5. Any other business

MARCH 2005 JANIS CRESSWELL
Chairman
Parish Council Office: Correspondence to:
Curran Hall Clerk to East Peckham Parish Council
Pound Road 3 The Freehold
East Peckham East Peckham
Telephone: 01622 871309 (tel/fax/answerphone)
Email: admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk

Clerk to Parish Council: Karen Bell



INTRODUCTION

East Peckham has an area of 1349 hectares and a population of approximately
3,500. It lies in the parliamentary constituency of Tonbridge & Malling, in the Kent
County Council seat of Malling Rural West and in the Borough Council of Tonbridge
& Malling. The Member of Parliament is the Rt. Hon Sir John Stanley and the County
Councillor is Mrs Valerie Dagger.

THE PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN
Janis Cresswell Culpepper House, 5 Orchard Road, East Peckham 872154

VICE-CHAIRMAN
David Boyle, 19 Westwood Road, East Peckham 872372

Raymond Bearman, The Merry Boys, 2 Pound Road, East Peckham 871249
Peter Crawford, Stilstead House, 283 Tonbridge Road, East Peckham 872238
Stephen Cresswell, Culpepper House, 5 Orchard Road, East Peckham 872154

Barbara Curry, 53a Old Road, East Peckham 872762
Alan Gardner, Tudor Dene, Church Lane, East Peckham 871888
David Poole, Beckett House, 9 Orchard Road, East Peckham 872163
Terry Shead, Brookside House, Seven Mile Lane, East Peckham 871250
Peter Street, The Merry Boys, 2 Pound Road, East Peckham 873470
Robin Whiteside, Brook Farm, Church Lane, East Peckham 871513

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Councillors have been appointed to serve the following:

Kent Association of Parish Councils Janis Cresswell

Action with Communities in Rural Kent Janis Cresswell

Village Hall Management Committee Barbara Curry & Peter Street
Playing Field Management Ray Bearman

Malling Age Concern Peter Street

Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Bureau David Boyle

Allotment Panel Alan Gardner & Robin Whiteside
Village Tree Warden Terry Shead

Community and Police Working Group Peter Crawford & Peter Street
Emergency Planning Group David Poole

Parish Partnership Panel Janis Cresswell

KCC -Village Transport Representative Janis Cresswell

Village Design Statement Team Robin Whiteside

Borough Council Multi-Steering Flood Committee David Poole & Robin Whiteside
School Governor Mrs J Boyle (Co-option)
MEETINGS

During the year, there were 11 meetings of the Parish Council, 12 meetings of the
Planning Committee (Chairman Stephen Cresswell), 1 meeting of the Works
Committee (Chairman David Boyle) and 1 meeting of the Finance Committee.
Parish Council meetings are usually held on the third Monday in each month (except
August), the Planning Committee meets monthly normally on the first Monday in
each month and the Finance Committee meets in January. Meetings are held in the
Methodist Primary Room, commence at 7.30 p.m. and are open to the public. A copy
of the agenda for each meeting is posted on the Parish Council notice board at least
three clear days in advance.



RACE EQUALITY STATEMENT

The Race Relations Act 1976 (as amended by the Race Relations (Amendment) Act
2000) placed a general duty on the Parish Council to promote race equality. This
duty means that in everything it does the Parish Council has due regard to the need
to eliminate unlawful racial discrimination, the promotion of equal opportunity and
good relations between people of different racial groups. Although we are not
required to publish a Race Equality Scheme, we have approved a Race Equality
Statement, a copy of which is available on request from the Clerk.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - PUBLICATION SCHEME

We are required to adopt and maintain a publication scheme, which has been
approved by the Information Commissioner. The Information Commissioner
approved our Publication Scheme in December 2002 and it is valid until December
2007. A copy of the Publication Scheme is available on request from the Clerk.

FINANCE
The Parish Council receives funds from two main sources.

1. Financial Arrangements between the Borough and Parish Councils.
The Borough Council contributes towards expenditure on concurrent functions i.e.
playing fields, open spaces, churchyard, village halls and street lighting.

2. The Parish Council Tax Charge.
The amount precepted by the Parish Council and collected by the Borough
Council. It covers items such as administration expenses, equipment, litter
clearing, grass cutting and street lighting. (The Borough Council also meets
some of the expenses for street lighting). A copy of the audited accounts for the
financial year ended 31 March 2004 is available on request from the Clerk.

The Parish Council Precept for 2005/06 will be £47,900. An increase of just over
1% when compared with the financial year 2004/05. Mindful of our obligations
towards public money we strive to provide and obtain best value for money.

How does the Parish Precept affect you?

To calculate the effect the Parish Councils precept will have, the amount of the
precept is divided by the 2005/06 council tax base (1318.89 (the number of Band
D equivalent properties in East Peckham)) and added to the council tax bills as
indicated by the amounts and ratios shown below:

Band A £24.21(6/9)  Band B £28.25 (7/9) Band C £32.28 (8/9)
Band D £36.32 (9/9)  Band E £44.39 (11/9) Band F £52.46 (13/9)
Band G £60.53 (15/9) Band H £72.64 (18/9)

REGISTER OF ELECTORS
We would like to encourage all residents to ensure that they are included within the
electoral register for the parish. Not only will individual voting rights be protected but
also some of the funding, which we receive, is based on the number of electors on
the register at a given time.

SUMMER PLAYSCHEME

We continue to finance the fourth week of the Summer Playscheme. This year the
playscheme was well attended over the duration of the four-week period and our
contribution was £820. We will support the scheme again during 2005.




GRANTS TO HALLS AND OPEN SPACES

This year based on the number of electors on the electoral register, we received
£5,830. We are obliged to specifically allocate this funding towards halls and open
spaces projects. In this respect, during 2004/05 we were able to fund new flooring in
the kitchen and toilets of Curran Hall, work to the stage doors at the Village Hall, the
Medway River Walk Project and we were able to complete the planting of a hedge
around the area of land which separates the school from the playing fields.

DONATIONS
During the period February 2004 and February 2005, donations were made to the
following organisations:

Age Concern Malling £100.00
Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Bureau £300.00
Hospice in the Weald £172.50
South East Regional Play Association £40.00
Kent & Sussex Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group £70.00
Holy Trinity Flower & Arts Festival £50.00
Royal British Legion £75.00

COMMUNITY WARDEN

We are delighted to welcome our Community Warden Shirley Fiddock to the village.
Shirley’s role is to tackle village problems such as fly-tipping, untaxed cars, anti
social behaviour, graffiti and build links with residents and businesses. The Warden
will also gather information, which can be passed on to other agencies such as the
police. Although the warden has no powers of arrest she provides a vital role in
referring residents to the right people and by passing on intelligence. Shirley can
easily be identified in her black and green uniform and can be contacted by email at
eastpeckhamwarden@hotmail.co.uk, by telephone on 07969584183 or you can drop
into one of her weekly surgeries which are held in the Curran Hall each Wednesday
between 10.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m.

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk

We are pleased to announce that the Parish Council Website will soon be going live.
The website will contain a great deal of information such as councillor details,
meeting dates, agendas, minutes, links to other organisations, news about East
Peckham and details of local groups and organisations. We are very grateful to
David Poole and Peter Street who have been involved in the project. In time we
hope to extend the website so that it evolves into a community website for the village.

THE BILLY CAN AWARD
In February 03 the Billy Can Trust was wound up and the closing funds were spent
on the following:

1. Two presentation shields, which are awarded annually to recognise
outstanding service in accordance with Christian principles for the community
of East Peckham. The Parish Council has agreed to engrave the shields with
the recipients name and award them each year at the Annual Parish Meeting.

2. Two memorial seats, which have been placed on the playing field outside the
school pedestrian entrance and in the new Churchyard extension.

PARISH COUNCIL CITIZENSHIP AWARD

In 2004 the Parish Council introduced a new award for citizenship, which is awarded
each year to a child who has demonstrated good citizenship at East Peckham
Primary School. The award consisting of a cup and a small prize is awarded at the
Annual Awards Ceremony, which takes place during the summer term.




PLAYING FIELDS AND SPORTS HALL

The playing fields and sports hall are used by residents of all ages and the village is
fortunate to have these facilities. The Sports Hall and Playing Field Management
Committee manages the facilities on a day-to-day basis. This is a voluntary body,
independent of the Parish Council, although the Parish Council contributes towards
some of the running expenses. The Parish Council, along with other village
organisations is represented on the Committee. Members of the Committee put in
many hours of voluntary work to plan, maintain and improve the facilities and are
frequently frustrated in this by the action of vandals who damage children’s play
equipment and, in general, cost the Committee considerable sums of money.

During the summer months, we receive many enquiries from residents wishing to use
the tennis courts. There is no charge to use the courts and they open all year round.
Simply turn up and if the courts are free you are able to use them.

We would like to thank the Committee and Mr & Mrs Jenner who look after the
facilities for all their hard work. Their efforts have been fully appreciated.

The Committee Chairman is Stephen Cresswell, Tel: 01622 872154 and the
Treasurer is Gill Jones, Tel: 01622 871254. If you are interested in the day to day
running of the sports hall and playing fields and would be interested in joining the
committee of management, the chairman would be pleased to hear from you.

PARISH NOTICEBOARD

The notice board situated in The Pound is for residents to advertise village notices
and events. Residents are welcome to display advertisements but to avoid being
cluttered; it would be appreciated if posters could be removed as soon as an event
has taken place. The approval of the Parish Council must be sought in advance if
you wish to put an advertising board or stake in the land adjacent to the notice board.

NATIONAL SPRING CLEAN

The Parish Council once again supported the National Spring Clean with members
spending a Saturday morning in July clearing the land around St Michaels.

DOG WARDEN

The Borough Council has a dog warden, Brian Milligan who will assist if dogs are
observed straying, fouling footways or roaming without supervision. The dog warden
can be contacted on 01732 87 60 60.

DOG FOULING

Numerous complaints continue to be received about dog fouling within the village.
Dog fouling is unpleasant, irresponsible, anti-social and should be discouraged. We
urge all dog owners to be responsible and clear up accordingly. It is an offence to
allow dogs to foul the footways and ample dog bins are provided throughout the
village for the disposal of dog faeces.

During the year, in an attempt to clean up the playing fields and as a health and
safety issue, the Parish Council considered applying for byelaws which would
prevent dogs from being off the lead while being exercised on the playing fields and
banned totally from the children’s play areas. After listening to the articulate views
expressed from dog owners the Parish Council decided not to proceed with the
byelaws but the matter is instead subject to an annual review.



STREETLINE — SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT FOR STREET SCENE PROBLEMS

Streetline is the Borough Councils single point of contact for reporting street scene
related problems. Streetline can be contacted on 01732 87 60 60. Listed below are
the types of problems, which can be reported using ‘Streetline’:

Grass and hedges on the highway that need cutting Littering

Street lights and signs that need repairing or replacing Graffiti

Dog fouling Weeds on the highway
Abandoned vehicles Fly tipping

Potholes flooding

Overflowing recycling sites untidy road work sites
Obstructions on roads and paths Blocked road gulleys
Salting of roads Snow clearance
Roadwork problems Traffic signal problems
LITTER

Litter builds up in the central residential areas between visits of the Borough
Council’s cleansing service. In order to supplement this service and maintain a clean
village, we retain the services of Sweepclean. The service will be expanded in
2005/06 in order that the playing fields are regularly cleared of glass etc from the
children’s play areas, ball park and tennis courts. The Parish Council would consider
appointing a local person to litter clear and keep the village tidy on a part time basis.
If you are interested in this opportunity you are invited to contact the Clerk.

RECYCLING
A recycling site is located at Brookers Oast. Other sites are being considered.

GREEN WASTE SERVICE

The Borough Council has included the majority of East Peckham in the next phase of
the expansion of the Green Waste Service. Properties will be provided with an
additional green-lidded wheeled bin along with their green box and black-wheeled
bin. The green-lidded bin is for the collection of garden waste and cardboard. The
black-lidded bin is for normal residual household waste. All households are supplied
with a green box for the collection of dry recyclable items namely paper and cans.
The wheeled bins will be collected on an alternative fortnightly collection service with
the green-lidded bin and green box collected one week and the black-lidded bin
collected the other week. It is anticipated that the green-lidded bins will be delivered
in March and the new collection arrangements will take place in late April this year.

While we are getting used to the new system there will be some teething problems
but in areas where the service has already been introduced it has:
- Achieved a recycling rate of 44% (17% in areas not using the system)
Been well supported from residents already using the system
Reduced the overall quantity of waste collected for disposal from households
Produced a useful compose for local farms
Increased the participation of the green box scheme
Been introduced at little extra cost to the council taxpayer.

BULKY REFUSE

For bulky household refuse and green garden waste, a refuse freighter visits the
sports hall car park twice monthly. A timetable for this service can be found on the
Parish Council notice board. When using this service, please observe the one-way
system and enter the Playing Field Car Park via Pippin Road and leave via Russett
Road. Alternatively, for a small charge the Borough Council can collect bulky items.




BONFIRES
A bonfire can be a convenient way of getting rid of a large amount of waste and is
often the most practical and environmentally friendly way to dispose of dry garden
waste. Remember that bonfires and barbeque party’s can cause noise as well as
smoke. Follow these guidelines and the chances are you won’t annoy your
neighbours or cause a nuisance.
- Before having a bonfire - warn your neighbours — they are less likely to complain
Only burn dry material
Don't burn household rubbish, tyres, anything containing plastic, foam or paint
Never use engine oil, meths or petrol to light the fire or to encourage it
Avoid lighting a fire in unsuitable weather conditions
Avoid burning at weekends and on bank holidays
Avoid burning when air pollution in the area is high or very high, this information
is included in weather forecasts or you can check by ringing 0800556677
Never leave a fire unattended or leave it to smoulder

STREETLIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS

This year the parish council arranged for a replacement lighting column to be
installed in Strettitt Gardens and subject to receiving matched funding from
Tonbridge & Malling Housing Association we will consider installing a new streetlight
in Drage Road. Any suggestions, which you may have for additional streetlights or
streetlight improvements within our village in the future, will be gratefully received.

BEST VILLAGE FRONT GARDEN COMPETITION 2004

We continue to run the popular Best Village Front Garden Competition. Each front
garden is automatically entered into one of three categories: small, medium or large
front garden. Prizes consisting of National Garden Centre Vouchers and a laminated
photograph were awarded to the top three in each category. Owners of gardens,
which were commended also received, laminated photographs. This year a new
category was introduced and a prize and laminated photograph was awarded for the
best hanging basket. Janis Cresswell and Peter Street judged the competition and
the overall winner was Ms Davies of Snoll Hatch Road. Further details about this
year’s competition will be announced in due course.

POPPY APPEAL

The Parish Councillors carry out a house-to-house collection and local residents, the
school, public houses and local businesses also make collections. This year the
amount collected was £2,140. We would like to take the opportunity to thank Ann
and Brian Buckland for all their hard work in organising the local appeal.

FLOOD INFORMATION
We have a number of very informative leaflets, which have been produced by the
Environment Agency. Please contact the Clerk if you would like to receive copies.

FLOOD WARNING PLAN

We operate a parish flood warning system with a network of voluntary wardens. Our
grateful thanks are extended to our flood wardens. The purpose of the flood-warning
plan is to warn residents if river flooding is expected and to obtain sandbags or
assistance from Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. The scheme applies only to
Main River flooding and is not designed to cope with flash flooding of ditches etc,
which are caused from an intense and sudden downpour. We are always looking for
additional flood wardens for all areas of the village; if you are interested, please
contact the clerk.

PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN
During the year the parish emergency plan was launched. Copies are available from
the clerk.




ALLOTMENTS

56 allotments are provided on the triangle of land adjacent to the Playing Field and
behind the houses in Russett Road. The annual rent for an allotment is £15.00 for a
large plot (two small plots) and £12.00 for a small plot. We have a number of vacant
plots, which have recently been dug over and are ready for planting. If you like the
idea of growing your own organic fruit, flowers or vegetables and would be interested
in renting an allotment, please contact the Clerk.

‘A BRIDGE OVER THE STREAM: EAST PECKHAM; 1894 — 1994'- By Margaret
Lawrence

Copies of this popular book written to celebrate the centenary of East Peckham
Parish Council are still available at £5.00 each from the Village Stores, East
Peckham News or the Clerk. All proceeds go to East Peckham Primary School.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE

The Parish Magazine is published monthly and contains news and information about
a wide range of village activities. Copies cost 40p each and are available from a
team of volunteer distributors or from the Post Office, Library or Newsagent. For
further information, the editor Mr J de Coverley can be contacted on 01622 871817.

EAST PECKHAM LIBRARY

The village is fortunate to have the use of the library in Pound Road and as well as
borrowing books the library has computers, which can provide free public access to
the Internet, word processing and other facilities.

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

It is hoped that the Village Design Statement will be published shortly.
CONCLUSION

It is our custom to write and distribute an Annual Report to all households within the
parish. The Parish Councillors and the Clerk work hard on behalf of the village and it
is hoped that this report provides an insight into the work, which is carried out. Your
views are important and we welcome any comments you may have about the
services provided or suggestions for the future. We hope you find this report of
interest and we look forward to welcoming you to the Annual Parish Meeting which
will take place on Monday 04 April 2005 at 7.30 p.m. in the Curran Hall.



APPLICATION FORM TO JOIN EAST PECKHAM RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

The membership fee for each household is £2.00. If you are interested in joining the
Residents Association, please fill in the form below and put both form and money into
an envelope and hand to any committee member or to any member of staff at the
Village Stores.

For further information, please contact the Chairman, Anna Springett on 01622
872118

EAST PECKHAM RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Annual membership fee £2.00 per household



