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EAST PECKHAM
2014 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
WILL BE HELD
ON
WEDNESDAY, 21 MAY 2014
AT
7.00 P.M. – 10.00 P.M.

IN THE SPORTS HALL, PIPPIN ROAD, EAST PECKHAM, TN12 5BT

EVENT PROGRAMME
7.00 p.m.

Event Opens

7.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m.

Opening address by the Chairman of the Parish Council

7.45 p.m. – 8.00 p.m.

Presentation of the 2014 Billy Can Awards and the Community
Engagement Award

8.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.

An opportunity to speak to your Parish Councillors and visit the
information stands from the following groups and organisations*:
• Environment Agency: What took place over the Christmas and
New Year Period, the purpose of the Leigh Storage Area,
information on the flood warning system, how residents can
register to receive warnings, role of flood wardens and practical
steps that residents can take to minimise flood risk
• The Hop Farm: 2014 events, the 2014 Hop Farm Festival,
Community engagement etc.
• PSR Lighting and Signs: Footway lighting upgrade
• East Peckham Parish Council: The Parish Plan
• East Peckham Primary School PTA
• Friends of St Michaels Church
• East Peckham Magazine
• East Peckham Flood Group
• East Peckham Twinning Association

10.00 p.m.

Close of Meeting

Refreshments consisting of a light buffet, wine. teas, coffees and soft drinks will be available throughout the
event

May 2014
GRAHAM HAYCOCK
Chairman
*It is not too late for your group or organisation to reserve an information stand/table, simply email
admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01622 871309 as soon as possible to make your reservation

Chairman’s Annual Report 2013 - 2014
Dear Resident
As I write this, I am conscious of the fact that many of us in our Community have suffered as a result of the extreme
weather, flooding and storms within our village, the worst we have experienced for many years.
Your Parish Council worked hard at the time, to liaise with the emergency services, Environment Agency and other
statutory agencies to ensure sandbags were made instantly available, Flood wardens were activated and fallen
trees/power lines were repaired/removed as soon as possible. Post floods, we arranged for a Public meeting in our
Village hall which saw over 200 of you attend, to ask questions and raise your concerns with the Environment Agency
and other agencies. I, together with the Chair of the East Peckham Flood Group, have met with Sir John Stanley our
Member of Parliament to push for increased funding to be allocated to the Environment Agency and for flood alleviation
projects, such as the one in Little Mill, Coult stream dam and River Medway, to be expedited as soon as possible. We
also want to see financial support given to those homes that have been flooded or are at most risk, in order that they can
consider installing flood defences for the future.
Your Parish Council, together with the East Peckham Flood Group arranged for a Flood Defence fair to take place on 05
April where many companies were able to show what is available to residents.
The past year has been a busy one with a number of environmental enhancement projects being pursued. New
fingerpost signs have been put in place with more being rolled out and the new "Twinned with " village signs at three
entrances to our village were installed, cementing our relationship with our French friends in Chereng.
Many local projects and village groups have benefited from financial support that we are able to give from our limited
funding streams and we will continue to prioritise local projects within our Community.
We thought long and hard about the precept for 2014/2015 and reluctantly agreed to increase it by 1.55%, which in
effect means an increase of £1.87 per annum or 3½ p per week for the average band D household. We took this
decision in light of reduced funding from Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council whilst trying to ensure that our local
businesses and residents continue to receive a first class service.
Our priorities have been to move towards making the Jubilee Hall more self-funding and less reliant on public money
and increasing its income revenue streams whilst reducing expenditure, which has been successful. Many groups and
organisations now rent the Sports Hall and Meeting Room on a daily basis, allowing us to use less taxpayer’s money to
maintain it. We have also been successful in fighting for the closure of the Sexual Entertainment at the Harp Public
House and for the removal of the rubble and unsightly mess in the area of the Rose & Crown Public House which is
soon to be redeveloped.
In conclusion, your 11 volunteer Councillors together with our Clerk have continued to listen to what you, the residents
and local businesses need, via our monthly surgeries in the Library, receiving feedback via our new website and from our
detailed, regular, printed newsletters. We need to know what YOUR priorities are and ideas of how YOU would like our
public funds to be spent in the future. We will have a Parish Plan stand available at the Annual Parish Meeting to be held
in the Jubilee Hall on 21 May and would welcome all comments and suggestions. This annual event will be in a slightly
different format to previous years, with no long presentations, but instead, an opportunity to showcase some of our local
groups and organisations whilst also having the opportunity to engage with agencies such as the Hop Farm
management team and Environment Agency.
I commend this report to you and look forward to welcoming you to the Annual Parish Meeting on 21 May. If you are new
to the village then a very warm welcome and do please make yourself known to me and my colleagues at the Annual
Parish Meeting.

Graham Haycock
2013/2014 Chairman
East Peckham Parish Council

LOOKING BACK AT 2013
2013 was a busy year; here is a short summary of the highlights.
CCTV: We have completed the final upgrade of our CCTV system. The upgrade has enabled
remote viewing by the streaming over the internet of all the cameras, both in the centre of the
village and the Jubilee Hall. This means that provided you have the correct programme and
permissions you can view both live and historic footage of events from wherever you are. It is
therefore much easier to review video material than having to do it from the separate camera
locations. There has been interest expressed from neighbouring parishes in the benefits of our
system. Our thanks go to Peter Street who has led the project.
WEBSITE: Our website, www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk, contains a wealth of information at your
fingertips. Do take the opportunity to have a look and discover what is going in in your Parish
Council. Our new website, was launched early in the New Year, already we have been delighted
with the number of ‘hits; it has received. We are delighted that so many are visiting it and we really
like receiving your feedback on the site in general or if there is anything further that you would like
to see added. We know there are many self-employed people and small businesses in our village
and we are considering dedicating a page on the website to a Business Directory. Within the
website you can find contact details for the Parish Councillors and Parish Clerk, together with
details of meetings, agendas and minutes. You are able to report faults within the village like
potholes, defective street lighting and vandalism using the online contact form. Why not use the
contact form to let us know your views. You will also find on the website up to date news on issues
affecting the village and links to useful websites appertaining to East Peckham. More information is
being added frequently so keep checking the website. Our thanks go to Peter Street and Karen
Bell who led the redevelopment of the website.
NEW VILLAGE SIGNS: Our three newly commissioned village signs to mark the twinning of East
Peckham and Chereng have been installed. The new cast iron signs show the Kent Invicta white
horse together with the British and French crossed flags. We hope you like them; please look out
for them at the following locations; Tonbridge Road (Just after Pierce Mill Lane), Just off Boyle
Way, grass verge on the left on the approach into Branbridges Road and Hale Street, opposite the
Farm House, Boroughs Oak.
NEW FINGERPOSTS: Do please look out for the new fingerposts at Bullen Corner and Peckham
Bush. Please let us know what you think of them. We are hoping to commission up to seven more
fingerposts which will be installed during 2014. Our thanks go to Jenny Macdonald for leading the
village environmental enhancement project and to Kent County Council for part funding the new
installations.

VISION - LOOKING AHEAD TO 2014
Some of our aims and objectives for 2014/2015 are as follows:
• To set a reasonable and sustainable precept for 2014/15.
• To decide key projects and investigate national and local funding streams
• To improve the sustainability, maintenance and use of the Jubilee Hall
• To consider possible reduction in services by TMBC and KCC and what we can do to maintain
key services in the village and mitigate any loss in services to East Peckham
• Continuing our work on Community Emergency Planning
2014 Projects: A few of note include the following:
Phase 2 of the village Environment Enhancements: This will be the commissioning of hamlet
sings and more fingerposts.
Commemoration of WW1: We are planning to commemorate the centenary of WW1 by village
wide poppy planting and by the renovation of the war memorial. We have also awarded a grant to
the Russett Players which will be used towards the costs of their amateur dramatic performance of
Keeping the Home Fires Burning.
Upgrade of the village footway lighting: Inspired by the recent review by Kent County Council to
reduce streetlight energy costs we have similarly reviewed the East Peckham footway lighting. We
have decided that included within our budget for the next three years will be provisions to upgrade
the existing lighting stock to part night illumination, excluded will be Hale Street, Old Road,
Church Lane and Pound Road which will continue to be illuminated from dusk to dawn. Our
long term aims are to reduce our energy charges and emissions into the environment. Whilst we
have carried out a full assessment of the village and potential impacts, we would like to hear from
you if you are able to identify any areas of the village where it is felt that a vulnerable group might
be adversely impacted by the changes.
Hale Street Road Narrowing Improvements: After many discussions with Kent Highways, we
have been successful in achieving improvements to the lower road narrowing in Hale Street (Harp
Public House). During the summer a ‘table hump’ will be installed in the existing narrowing. The
cost of the scheme is expected to be in the region of £4,880. As part of the works additional
streetlight/s and sign lights will be installed. Traffic signs regulations mean that we must have
warning signs either side of the feature which are lit during the hours of darkness and in order to
enable the work to proceed, we have agreed to adopt the new streetlights and sign light units and
will pay future maintenance and energy costs. At the Annual Parish Meeting there will be plans
and drawings available for you to peruse so that you can see for yourself what work is going to be
carried out. We would like to thank all past and present Parish Councillors and our Parish Clerk for
their perseverance over the years which has at long last bought about some improvements to the
existing scheme. We would also like to thank Matthew Balfour our County Councillor for agreeing
to fund the work through his member’s highways fund.
EAST PECKHAM TIME BANK: A time bank is a way to exchange skills and experience by giving
time. For every hour that a member shares they get an hours credit which can be ‘spent’ however
they choose. A variety of skills can be on offer such as pet care, housesitting, photo restoration,
aromatherapy massage, cookery, smartphone advice, help with form filling, lifts to the shops,
children’s parties, keep fit lessons, gardening, CV help etc. It’s a flexible scheme that allows
members to get involved as and when they can. Businesses and village groups and organisations
can be involved too; they can support each other and involve individuals who would not normally
volunteer. The East Peckham time bank aims to reduce social isolation by encouraging
community awareness, support intergenerational activity, making links between existing groups
within the village, building strong social networks, provide low level intervention to assist people to
live independently in their own homes and to support each other socially to improve their
environment. It is not just about the number of hours exchanged it is about the real difference the
time bank could make to people’s lives. We hope you will support this new initiative.

ANNUAL REPORT OF EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL: Welcome to our 2014 Annual
Report. We have enjoyed writing our Annual Report and hope you will enjoy reading it. Please do
not hesitate to get in touch with us if there is anything in the village which you would like to discuss,
we are always very happy to help. This Annual Report provides information about what the Parish
Council has been doing over the past year and is a useful way for you to get a summary of what
your elected representatives have been involved in.
EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL – WHAT ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE DO? We are here
to help and listen. We are the first tier of local government we are also the most fundamental,
important, accessible, proactive and reactive tier of governance in this country. We can do as
much or as little as we are able but the most important thing is that we can serve our local
community directly and effectively without interference. We have accomplished many positive
achievements in recent years and we will build upon our progress whilst remaining accessible and
inclusive. We will also ensure that all voices are heard and will address concerns about the village.
We welcome your input so that we can reflect your views accurately when discussing matters with
other agencies and when identifying parish objectives in future planning. We are very proud that
East Peckham is a social village with many activities taking place. If you are organizing an event
that benefits the community and you would like it included on our website do please let us know.
We are an independent local democratic unit and councillors are elected every four years. There
are 11 councillors who meet regularly to make decisions on the work and direction of the council.
As your representatives we have responsibilities in the village, we know well and express our
views to Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council, Kent County Council, the Environment Agency,
the Police Authority and Health Authorities. We meet monthly (except August). Our meetings are
open to the public and we urge you to come to them and discover the wide variety of topics that
are discussed. We pursue an active policy through direct action or grant aid measures to improve
and enhance the general environment and condition of the village. We are consulted on planning
applications and on such things as schools, roads and planning enquiries. We also have the
power to improve the community by spending money on things, which are in the interests of the
parish or all or some of our inhabitants and activities funded in this way include the playscheme
and litter clearing.
We know many of you had a challenging time over the Christmas and New Year period with either
flooding or no power to contend with. Our sincere thanks, appreciation and gratitude go to all
those who helped the community but we would specifically like to thank David, Stuart and Joseph
Boyle, Sue Chalkley and Steph Watson for all that they did to help.
YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS: Are Lorraine Baseden, Holly Carey, Peter Crawford, Claire Day,
Penny Graham, Graham Haycock, Jenny Macdonald, Tim Roper, Colin Silver, Peter Street and
Steph Watson. During 2013 we said goodbye to Nikki Kearns and Eddie Kemsley, we welcomed
the return of Peter Crawford and our newest member Claire Day was co-opted in February.
PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES: These are varied and many and include some street
lighting, the Jubilee Hall, the Playing Fields, outdoor play equipment, outdoor fitness equipment,
allotments, some litter picking, churchyard maintenance and the amenity land at The Pound
PUBLIC RELATIONS: We communicate through our website, our notice board, monthly
newsletters, the East Peckham Magazine and through articles in the local press. We appoint
representatives to serve on a wide range of organisations and welcome views from residents and
people working here on any aspect of village life.
HOW TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: The Parish Office is located at the Jubilee Hall,
Pippin Road, East Peckham and is open weekday mornings during term times (except
Wednesdays), telephone 01622 871309 or email admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. Councillors can
be contacted via our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. Surgeries are usually held on the third
Wednesday in each month between 10.30 a.m. and 12.00 p.m. in the Library.

RACE EQUALITY: In everything we do we have due regard to the need to eliminate racial
discrimination, the promotion of equal opportunity and good relations between people of different
racial groups. Our Race Equality Statement can be found on our website.
THE COUNCIL AND OUR COMMITTEES: The full Council oversees all Council activities. We
also have a Finance Committee and a Planning Committee. Meeting dates, agendas and minutes
are posted on our website. Copies of our agendas are also posted on our notice board. Meetings
are open to the press and public. No public participation is allowed at our committee meetings but
meetings of the full Council do allow a period of time for questions from the public.
2013/2014 MEETING ATTENDANCE LEVELS

Max no. of meetings
To attend
Karen Bell
35
Clare Day (from February 2014)
3
Penny Graham
35
Tim Roper
35
Colin Silver
35
Stephanie Watson
35
Jenny Macdonald
35
Holly Carey
35
Peter Crawford (from November 2013)
14
Graham Haycock
35
Peter Street
35
Lorraine Baseden
35

% attended

Parish Clerk
Parish Cllr:

100%
100%
91%
89%
86%
83%
80%
80%
79%
71%
51%
43%

MEMBERS ALLOWANCES: The Parish Councillors are volunteers and do not receive any salary,
they contribute a great deal of time and energy to ensure the smooth running of the community.
Members firmly believe that their role is to serve the community and they freely give up their time
to do this. Legislation allows us to pay a Parish Basic Allowance to our Chairman and to each of
our Councillors, in January 2014, members unanimously agreed once again that they WOULD
NOT claim allowances; this decision represents a cost saving of at least £6,500.
NEWSLETTERS: As part of our commitment towards keeping residents informed about current
issues we produce a monthly newsletter which is available from the Library and the Village Stores.
The newsletter can also be downloaded from our website; recent topics include:
Bulky refuse service, Littering, Rights of Way, Highways, Emergency Planning, Finance, Local
Kent Produce and our communities, Support for Home Based Businesses, Crime Prevention,
Dog Fouling, Assets of Community Value and Anti-Social Behaviour
PLANNING: When planning applications are received the plans are viewed by the Planning
Committee who will consider the impact a proposal may have on the village in general planning
terms and make a recommendation as to whether an application should be approved. It is then up
to the Borough Councils planning experts to make the decision.
THE CIVIC FUNCTION: The Councillors and Clerk represent the village at various events
throughout the year. In addition to this we play an important civic role; in June, Peter Street and
Karen Bell represented the Parish Council and our County Association as guests at a Garden Party
hosted by HM Queen Elizabeth 11, in August, Graham Haycock was a guest at a Garden party
hosted by Howard Rogers the Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling, in November, Councillors attended
the Remembrance Day Service where the reading of the names and ceremonial duties were led by
Tim Roper and in March, Graham Haycock attended the Annual Kent Civic Service which was held
in Canterbury Cathedral.
ALLOTMENTS: Allotments are provided on land adjacent to the Playing Fields.
currently a few vacant plots.

There are

COUNCILLOR’S AREAS: Although your Councillors represent the village as a whole, for
administrative and Emergency Planning the village has been divided into the following areas:
• Hale Street, Bardsley Close, Hale Court, Medway Meadows & Cates Court T. Roper
• Smithers Lane, Pattenden Gardens, Hop Bine Close, Smithers Court,
Beltring Road, Branbridges Road & Maidstone Road
P. Street
• Old Road, Strettitt Gardens, Pinkham & Pinkham Gardens
P. Crawford
• Addlestead Road, Chidley Cross Road, Caysers Croft & Tonbridge Road
H. Carey
• Pound Road, The Old Dairy & Snoll Hatch Road
C. Day
• Orchard Road, The Freehold, Red Roses, Marvillion & Crown Acres (Odds) C. Silver
• Whitebine, Golding & Henham Gardens & Crown Acres (evens)
P. Graham
• Fell Mead, Stockenbury, Bramley Road, Pippin Road & Russett Road
S. Watson
• Hatches Lane, Bullen Lane, Bells Farm Road & Stanford Lane & Grove Close
J. Macdonald
• Westwood Road, Drage Road, William Luck Close & Cotman Way
G. Haycock
• Old Church Lane, Court Lodge, Roydon Hall Road, Seven Mile Lane,
Bush Road, Martins Lane & Church Lane
L. Baseden
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS: Councillor Representation is as follows:
Kent Association of Local Councils
Graham Haycock & Tim Roper
Action with Communities in Rural Kent
Graham Haycock
Allotment Panel
Jenny Macdonald & Steph Watson
Village Tree Warden
Lynton Wright (Co-opted appointment)
Community Emergency Planning
Graham Haycock & Steph Watson
Parish Partnership Panel
Graham Haycock & Tim Roper
Village Transport Representative
Colin Silver
Crime Prevention Panel
Peter Street
Website
Peter Street & the Clerk
Youth
Lorraine Baseden & Steph Watson
Parish Plan
Penny Graham & Tim Roper
Primary School Governing Body
Graham Haycock
Community Volunteers
Holly Carey
East Peckham Twinning Association
P. Street, C. Silver, S. Watson & G. Haycock
School Governor
Graham Haycock
This gives a flavour of the wide variety of activities with which the Parish Council is involved.
2013 POPPY APPEAL: The 2013 village appeal raised £3,019.95. Thanks to everyone who gave
to the collection and to Ann & Brian Buckland who organised the local appeal
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD: The notice board in The Pound is for advertising notices and events.
Residents are welcome to display advertisements but please remember to remove notices as soon
as an event has taken place. The notice board is not for business use or for the sale of goods.
REGISTER OF ELECTORS: On 22 May, electors will vote for members of the European
Parliament. If your name does not appear on the Electoral Register you will be unable to vote.
Further information concerning the elections in May is available from Tonbridge and Malling
Borough Council.
PARISH COUNCIL CITIZENSHIP AWARD: The Citizenship Award is awarded to a pupil at the
primary school; the 2013 award was presented to Kieran Gregory.
2013 CHRISTMAS: The Christmas lights provided pleasure over the Christmas period. Our
thanks go to Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council, Steve New (Village Stores), Bourne Produce,
Nikki Kearns (Heavenly Glaze) and Kent Library Services for assisting us. We would like to
congratulate Brookside Garden Centre for their splendid Christmas Grotto which for the third year
was nationally recognised as one of the best. We are aware that the lack of a Christmas tree in
the village centre was a disappointment; unfortunately there are several problems which need to
be overcome before we can install a Christmas tree.

JUBILEE HALL, SPORTS HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS
The Jubilee Hall comprises of a Sports Hall and Meeting Room with separate kitchen, changing
rooms and toilet facilities. Year on year we want to reduce the outgoings. Whilst recognising that
the Jubilee Hall is a community facility we feel it is appropriate that the users should contribute
more towards the upkeep of the facilities especially those who are non-East Peckham residents
and we have implemented a fairer and more equitable charging policy. The accounts for the
Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields will be included in our May newsletter and will be published on our
website in advance of the Annual Parish Meeting which takes place on 21 May 2014.
Activities which take place each week include keep fit, Zumba, French classes, gym, badminton,
bowls, Mini Music, Parent & Toddler group, East Peckham and Hadlow Children’s Centre, a
goalkeeping school and a monthly Carers Group. Our football pitches are used by The East
Peckham Junior Football team and we have super fitness and play equipment. The playing fields
are an ideal location for a picnic on a sunny day and we have installed some picnic benches. Why
not consider the Jubilee Hall if you are looking for a venue for an activity such as a book club,
birthday party or a meeting. We can provide details of availability and arrange for you to have a
tour of the facilities.
We continue to receive complaints about dog fouling and dogs off leads especially on the playing
fields and within the vicinity of the Primary School. Dog fouling is nasty, unpleasant, irresponsible
and antisocial. We would urge you to notify us, the borough council’s dog warden or the
community warden if you witness any incidents of dog fouling. Subject to availability, we have dog
bags in the parish office which we are happy to provide free of charge.
There have been incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour on the playing fields and the car
park. Unfortunately we have to spend a great deal of time and money, your money, dealing with
these incidents and carrying out repairs. If you know anything or witness any acts of vandalism or
anti-social behaviour please report it to us, the police on 101 or to our Community Warden on
07969 584183. The CCTV systems in the village centre and at the Jubilee Hall have been
upgraded and are providing improved images which are helping to identify those responsible.
We want to rejuvenate interest in the Street Snooker and in association with Play Innovation, the
makers of the concept; we will be holding a workshop which will hopefully involve Bobby White an
international handball player. More details are to follow but the workshop will be fully inclusive and
open to residents of all ages.
We are proud that East Peckham was one of the first villages in the borough to install a
defibrillator. The defibrillator has been installed on the outside of the Jubilee Hall, is available
24hrs a day and can be easily and quickly accessed by anyone who needs it. The emergency
services have been advised of its availability and its location, anyone requiring it will be given the
access code by dialing 999. We have started a defibrillator training programme for anyone who
wishes to learn how to use the device. The aim is to train as many people as possible so that
someone who knows how to use it is always on hand. There is no charge for the training, if you
would like to find out more please let us know. We have an excellent trainer and everyone who
has attended the training has benefitted from the instruction. We are fortunate that we have been
able to work with the SE Ambulance Service to offer the community the sessions at no cost
We would like to express our thanks to Debbie Jenner and Paul Kent our janitorial and on call team
for all their work. Debbie and Paul are often called out during anti social hours and we thank them
most sincerely for all that they do. We would also like to thank Marianne Pearce for providing
holiday cover for us and Margaret Philips who has recently joined our janitorial team.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANNING
Our village suffered a shaky end to 2013 and start to 2014 in terms of the weather and the
devastation that it caused. Residents had to deal with the aftermath of flooding and as usual, the
community pulled together admirably. Working ardently with the community and other agencies we
did our best to ensure that destruction was kept to the least amount possible. Please be assured
that we will be asking questions. In particular we want to know if existing flood defences did
enough to reduce damage and if more can be done to reduce future devastation. We also want to
know how well the dam worked and if more flood defences are needed. We will be working with
other agencies and landowners to ensure that the drainage gullies are well cleansed and free of
blockages and that the ditches are well maintained. Whilst we are grateful that significant progress
has been made on our defences, we are still experiencing flooding and we will do all we can to see
how we can improve the existing protection.
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY IN AN EMERGENCY? Would you like
to be a flood warden? Do you have a 4 Wheel Drive? Would you be willing to deliver sandbags?
Do you have a generator? Do you have skills, which could be called upon? If you can help in any
way please let us know.
EAST PECKHAM DAM: The dam is designed to protect homes from flooding from the Coult
Stream and can store over 80,000 cubic metres of floodwater from the catchment area.
FLOOD WARNINGS: The Environment Agency operates a warning system; the scheme is
however not designed to cope with the flash flooding of ditches and gullies. Residents can sign up
to the Environment Agency’s floodline service by calling 0345 988 1188.
SANDBAG CONTAINERS: These are located in the Jubilee Hall and Curran Hall car parks. The
containers will be opened should there be a risk of flooding.
FLOODING: While it may not always be possible to eliminate the risk of flooding, many steps can
be taken to reduce the risk of flood damage and assist with recovery. The following guidance
provides some simple steps that can be taken to mitigate flood risk and subsequent damage.
Factors to consider: Even though you may not have been affected, it is important to assess the
likelihood of flooding by considering such factors as:
• Prior flooding history.
• Proximity to rivers, streams, other similar water channels and open bodies of water
• Proximity to surface water drainage ditch or stream.
• Is any property located in a low lying area?
• Is any property situated in a known flood plain?
• Basements, cellars or similar which may be affected by surface water flooding/ingress
If you are at risk, you should consider what you can do to reduce that risk and take action, such as:
• Raising elevations of critical equipment or relocating vulnerable equipment to other parts of the
premises, or to an upper floor. In particular consider computer servers, telecommunication
cabinets, business critical machinery (if it is not possible to elevate, can some component parts
such as the control panels be protected/elevated?).
• Fuel storage tanks to be suitably anchored so when under flood conditions will not become
damaged and float away causing pollution.
• Where critical plant is located in basements and cannot be relocated then the area should be
protected from water ingress.
• Raising electrical and telecommunications points such as sockets, telephone connections etc. to
a higher point (e.g. consider raising to 1 metre or above expected water levels).
• Consider replacing susceptible linings, furniture, fixtures and fittings with more water resisting
alternatives, e.g. stone/plastic floorings, tiled or water resistant wall coverings, water retardant

plasters and linings, plastic kitchen cupboards etc.
• Develop and/or extend existing emergency plans to include actions in the event of flooding.
• Make up a flood kit – including critical key business documents, torch, battery, wind-up radio,
mobile phone, rubber gloves, wellington boots, waterproof clothing and a first aid kit. Also, have
your insurer’s emergency helpline number, details of the policy and other useful numbers such as
customers, suppliers, the local council and emergency services.
• Subscribe to receive flood alert warnings such as the Environment Agency Flood Alert Scheme.
• Invest in property flood protection devices e.g. demountable barriers, air brick covers, non-return
valves for drains and sewerage waste pipes. Ensure familiarity with deployment.
• Consider the health and safety of employees and visitors.
• Regularly check the building structure for defects, cracks and gaps through which water could
enter the premises and seal them.
• Ensure that routine inspection, maintenance of drainage systems (i.e. guttering, down pipes and
drains) is undertaken at least annually. If you are aware that the local drainage system cannot
cope in times of rainfall, report it as it may be that it has become silted up and needs cleaning.
What you can do if the threat of flooding is imminent
• Where possible, turn off gas, electricity and water supplies at the mains (ensure that power to
alarm/ security systems can be maintained during these times).
• Unplug all electrical items and where possible store them up high or on upper storeys. With
heavy electrical items consider the possibility of raising them above anticipated water levels.
• Close off flow valves on gas tanks, oil tanks etc. that supply premises through pipes and fittings.
• Consider the need to move furniture and machinery to upper storeys.
• Deploy any temporary flood protection measures.
• Vehicles and trailers to be moved to higher and secure ground.
• Be alert to the risk of flooding caused not only by rivers but also surface water building up and
overwhelming drains following heavy spells of rainfall leading to localised floods.
• Consider relocating any vulnerable items which may be in any open yards, where possible.
What you can do during a flood
• Cooperate with the emergency services if they tell you to evacuate during flooding.
• Be prepared to act quickly.
• Don’t try and walk or drive through flood waters – 6 inches of fast flowing water can knock you off
your feet and 2 feet of water will float your car.
• Be aware that manhole covers may come off and there may be other hazards you can’t see.
• Don’t walk on sea defences, river banks or cross bridges as they may collapse or you could be
swept off by a large wave.
• Avoid contact with flood water as it may be contaminated with sewage.
Immediate actions following a flood
• Contact your insurance company and/or insurance broker and advise what has happened.
They will then be able to provide best guidance and instigate any specialist services required.
Make sure your insurance company knows where to contact you if you have had to move out.
• If you are making an insurance claim, avoid disposing of any items until you are told to do so.
• Flood protection devices to be cleaned as soon as possible to avoid potential contamination.
• Don’t use electrical or gas supply in flooded properties until appropriate checks have been
undertaken by a qualified person.
• Take photos of damage to contents and/or buildings.
• Covers on air bricks should be removed once the flood has receded to allow air to circulate and
trapped water to escape.

Reducing damage and disruption in the future in the future: All properties that have been
flooded could benefit from some degree of flood-resilient repair. Some resilience techniques may
not cost substantially more than standard repair (like-for-like) and these may be an appropriate
way to repair a range of flooded properties. If your property continues to have a significant risk of
flooding, it might be worth considering a comprehensive set of flood resilient measures. In such
instances some expenditure may be required by you which are beyond the costs covered by your
insurance claim. Repairing a property that has been flooded offers an opportunity to minimise the
damage and disruption that could be caused by flooding in the future to the property. There are two
main approaches:
Flood resilience – reduces damage caused when flood water gets inside the property.
•
• Flood resistance – reduces the amount of water that gets inside the property.
There is a growing range of products and techniques for keeping floodwater out of property and it
is important that only products suitable for the intended end use application are considered. We
would recommend those products that have been independently tested under the BSI Kitemark
scheme and proved fit for purpose. It is your responsibility to ensure that the products are
appropriate for your property and are correctly fitted and maintained.
Flood Support Schemes: The Government has announced a number of schemes to support
businesses and homeowners recover from the recent adverse weather conditions. Of these, the
following four schemes are administered by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. The contact
details for each are given below.
Section

Telephone
E-mail Address
Number

Business rate relief
01732
Revenues
for three months
876338

Business
Support Scheme

Corporate 01732
Services 876267

financial.services@tmbc.gov.uk

corporate.services@tmbc.gov.uk

Council tax discount
01732
Revenues
for three months
876388

financial.services@tmbc.gov.uk

Repair and Renew
Grant Scheme

repairandrenew@tmbc.gov.uk

Building
Control

01732
876305

More details about each of the schemes can be found at the following link:
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/landing/flooding-alert/flood-support-schemes

FINANCE
East Peckham Parish Councils finances are in good shape said the councils auditors when they
looked at the 2012/2013 accounts. Residents can be assured that public money is being carefully
looked after. Our funds form a small part of the council tax. We get no government grant so have
every incentive to keep expenditure low and be economical. Our aim is to provide residents with
value for money and we will ensure that services meet the needs of the local population.
2012/2013
Our audited receipts and payments accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2013 are as
follows.
Previous Year
Current Year
2011/2012
2012/2013
£
£
112,077
Balance brought forward
108,940
195,673
Total Receipts
153,336
530
Plus out of date cheques (returned to account)
0
199,340
Less total payments
122,178
108,940
Balance carried forward
140,098
Represented by
640
95,060
14,581
1,341
108,940

2011/2012
£
112,077
18,369
660
129,525
24,378
530
20
58
11
20,910
100
0
1,490
0
152
0
196,203
308,280

Current account balance
Reserve account balance
Capital Reserve account balance
Less transactions not yet processed

879
128,955
14,588
4,324
140,098

Receipts Account for the financial year ended 31 March 2013
2012/2013
£
Balance brought forward
108,940
Jubilee Hall, Sports Hall & Playing Field Income
20,237
Allotment Rents
622
Precept
100,877
Refunds
12,338
Out of date cheques returned to a/c
0
Centenary Book Sales
50
Bank Interest
72
Wayleave receipts
`
Grants Received
15,316
Xmas Lighting (other) donations
0
Insurance receipts
1,279
Twinning Receipts
1,106
Jubilee Event
510
Applause Rural Touring Theatre event
138
Donation (Village Youth Project)
779
Wayleave
12
153,336
262,276

2011/2012
£
17,412
12,984
5,555
7,063
66,443
29,428
4,813
4,571

Payments Account for the financial year ended 31 March 2013
2012/2013
£
Staff costs
18,388
Administration
13,276
Churchyard/village maintenance
4,390
Street Lighting
8,245
Building Maintenance
7,361
Jubilee Hall, Sports Hall & Playing Fields
28,511
Play equipment
7,718
NNDR
5,400
S137
1,604
Summer Playscheme
Litter Clearing
Donations

630

£826
£448
£330

Grants

175

Crime Prevention Panel
£75
Friends of EP School
£100
2012/13 Village Projects

189
1,655
505
22,898
5,860
17,837
1,279
216
199,340
108,940

Allotments
Festive Lighting
CCTV
VAT on payments
PWLB Loan repayments
Grants to village halls/open spaces
Bus Shelters
Applause Rural Touring Theatre Event
TOTAL
Balances Carried forward

226.953

6,160

148
1,653
2,872
9,248
5,860
0
848
321
122,178
140,098
262,276

CASH HOLDINGS: The total of the Parish Councils cash holdings at 31 March 2013 amounted to
£140,098 less earmarked reserves totaling £46,393.
2013/2014
Our accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2014 will be included in our May 2014
newsletter and will be published on our website in advance of the 2014 Annual Parish Meeting.
GRANTS RECEIVED DURING 2013/14
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
Heritage Lottery Fund

-

Kent County Council

-

Christmas Lighting
£560.00
Council Tax Support Grant
£8,321.82
Renovation of War Memorial &
£6,000.00
WW1 Commemorative projects
Village environment enhancements £3,573.90

SECTION 137 PAYMENTS: Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 allows us to spend up
to £6.50 per elector for the benefit of people within East Peckham on activities or projects not
specifically authorized by other powers. Items paid for using these powers included the 2013
Summer Playscheme and litter clearing

PARISH COUNCIL HELPING GOOD CAUSES: During 2013/2014 we have made donations to the
Royal British Legion, British Tree Conservation Volunteers, Try Angle Awards, Tonbridge & Malling
Crime Prevention Panel, Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre and Hospice in the Weald.
Grants to Local Groups and Organisations: During the year we awarded grants to the Twinning
Association, the School, East Peckham Scout Group and the Russett Players.
2014/2015
PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING: We receive funds from a number of sources. A Concurrent
Functions grant from Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council is used to help fund items such as
footway lighting, churchyards and open spaces. This grant scheme was established in the 1970’s,
its intent was to recognise that we provide certain services that are provided by the borough
council in non-parished areas and therefore it is to compensate us so that residents do not pay
twice for the same service. Due to financial cut backs we will receive £100 less in 2014/2015 than
we did in 2013/2014, an overall reduction since 2011/2012 of £3,406. This means that the grant
we receive no longer meets the costs of maintaining the churchyard, the village open spaces or the
footway streetlights and this shortfall has to be included within our precept. Some of our income
comes from hall bookings but the bulk of our income is from the Precept, which is collected for us
by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council as part of the Council Tax. The Precept is used to fund
the majority of our activities which includes the maintenance of the Jubilee Hall and playing fields,
outdoor play equipment, CCTV, village grass cutting, Christmas lighting, salaries and office costs.
Cuts to welfare budgets have impacted on all Council Tax raising authorities not only ourselves.
The County Council, Fire Service and Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council have had to make
large savings as they are not allowed to increase Council Tax by more than 2%. Clearly it is more
difficult for us to make similar savings as we do not employ a significant number of staff. We have
also been affected by the Welfare reforms, as those who did not pay full Council Tax are now
included within the Council Tax Base which has therefore reduced, in 2011/2012, this was
1,356.93 and for 2014/2015 it will be 1,233.90, it is this figure which our precept is divided by in
order to obtain the amount which is included on individual council tax bills.
COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT GRANT: In 2013/2014 this replaced Council Tax Benefits; one of the
knock on effects was that the method of calculating the Tax Base changed which reduced the
number of Band D equivalents in East Peckham and Council Tax Income. To compensate for this
we receive a grant which we use to offset some of our expenditure.
2014/2015 Precept: In January 2014, we set our Precept at £109,110 an increase of 1.55% on the
2013/2014 precept which was £107,440. Although any increase is regrettable we do believe that
our budget for 2014/2015 is sustainable and realistic and allows us the opportunity to provide the
village with projects and activities that the vast majority of people will welcome and appreciate.
How does the 2014/2015 Parish Precept affect you?
The precept (£109,110) is divided by the council tax base (1,233.90) and this is added to your
council tax bills as follows:
2009/2010
£71,542
Band D equivalents 1,344.99
Band A (6/9)
£32.95
Band B (7/9)
£38.44
Band C (8/9)
£43.93
Band D (9/9)
£49.46
Band E (11/9)
£60.45
Band F (13/9)
£71.44
Band G (15/9)
£82.43
Band H (18/9)
£98.92

2010/2011
£73,295
1,345.95
£35.46
£41.37
£47.28
£53.19
£65.01
£76.83
£88.65
£106.33

2011/2012
£129,525
1,356.93
£63.64
£74.24
£84.85
£95.45
£116.66
£137.88
£159.09
£190.91

2012/2013
£100,877
1,341.35
£50.14
£58.49
£66.85
£75.21
£91.92
£108.63
£125.34
£150.41

2013/2014
£107,440
1,241.22
£57.71
£67.32
£76.94
£86.56
£105.80
£125.03
£144.27
£173.12

2014/2015
£109,110
1,233.90
£58.95
£68.78
£78.60
£88.43
£108.08
£127.73
£147.38
£176.86

Our budget for 2014/15 is as follows:
1. Village Halls/Playing Fields
2. Churchyards
3. Footway Lighting
4. Jubilee Hall Grant
5. Playing Field Maintenance
6. Jubilee Hall Maintenance
7. PWLB Loan Repayments
8. NNDR
9. Footway Lighting (additional to TMBC funding)
10. Election Expenses
11. Village Grass Cutting
12. Churchyard (additional to TMBC funding)
13. Administration
14. Staff Costs
15. S137 Free Resource
16. Contingency Fund
17. War Memorial
18. CCTV
19. Allotments
20. Garden of Remembrance (additional to TMBC funding)
21. Crime Reduction Partnership `
22. Chairman’s Allowance
23. Members Expenses
24. Training
25. Christmas Lighting
26. 2014/2015 Village Projects
Gross Parish Council Charge
27. Less Council Tax Support Grant
Net Parish Council Charge
Plus TMBC Allowance
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE FOR 2014/2015

£
4,925
3,385
1,137
4,400
8,600
13,000
5,861
4,200
12,563
0
930
1,526
10,700
18,900
3,020
10,000
300
2,150
2,500
480
100
250
1,030
1,000
2,850
13,289
£117,649
(8,539)
£109,110
£9,444
£118,554

EAST PECKHAM RIVER WALK: Find out how the River Medway has played a role in the lives of
people throughout the ages on this 4.7 km walk which starts and finishes in the village. The walk is
fairly flat but there are a few steps up and down the bridges that cross the river. Look out for the
Man of Kent Pub, the River Bourne and the Hop Farm.
EAST PECKHAM PATH RANGERS: Overgrown hedgerows are a blessing for insects, birds and
wild animals for walkers it can mean difficult progress along overgrown routes. When out and
about, why not pop some secateurs in your pocket and make use of them whenever you feel the
need. If you come across any problems please let us or the County Council know.
A BRIDGE OVER THE STREAM - By Margaret Lawrence: Copies of this popular book written in
1894 to celebrate the centenary of the Parish Council are still available at £5.00 each from the
Parish Office. All proceeds go to the Primary School.
THE LIVES THEY LEFT BEHIND by Margaret Lawrence: Copies of this book written as a tribute
to the East Peckham men of two wars are available at £10.00 each from the Parish Office, the
Village Stores and other outlets within the village. All proceeds go to Help for Heroes.

LOCALISM
The Localism Act and the Government’s Open Public Services agenda aims to devolve more
power and decision making to Parish Councils. We are keen to embrace the opportunities
presented, undertake more for the community and to identify areas where we can put “Localism in
action” for the benefit of our village. We are pleased to report some progress with the key issues:
1.

Delegation of Services: We took on services from the borough council before the
Localism Act was implemented. These services include the maintenance of the streetlights
and the churchyards. We will be considering whether to take on additional services.

2.

Community Emergency Planning (CEP): We are aware of our role as the front of house
within the community and none more so than in the area of CEP. As an organisation we
are considering investing resources in training, equipment and preparedness.

3.

New General Power of Competence: We will look at whether we will take on the new
power once we are eligible.

4.

Community Right to Challenge: This would enable us to seek to take over the running of
services provided by a principal authority. It is for the Parish Council to make an Expression
of Interest (EOI), if the principal authority has established a window for making an EOI. An
acceptance of the EOI will trigger a procurement exercise conducted in accordance with
normal procurement rules and in compliance with a timetable set by the authority.
We will be considering whether we intend to use the Community Right to Challenge
and if so the services that we should seek to take over.

5.

Assets of Community Value: This aims to preserve and enhance land and buildings as
community assets. It is intended to give communities a right to identify land and buildings
that they believe are or will become of importance to the community’s social well-being and
to bid and buy the asset when the owner decides to sell it. We have identified assets which
we want listed as Assets of Community Value and are liaising with the borough council in
this respect. If the asset is listed, unless an exemption applies, the owner will only be able
to dispose of the asset after a moratorium period.

6.

Community Right to Build: This gives groups of local people the power to deliver the
development that their local community wants. Community organisations, including the
Parish Council will be able to bring forward development proposals which, providing they
meet minimum criteria and can demonstrate support, can go ahead without a separate
planning application. These include housing, local shops and community facilities.
We will be considering whether to use the Community right to Build.

7.

Planning Gain (Section 106/Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)): We have advised
the borough council that we wish to avail ourselves of the CIL which allows local planning
authorities to negotiate arrangements whereby the developer makes some commitment if
they obtain planning permission.

8.

3 Tier Working: A key part of delivering Localism in Kent will be the 3 tiers of Local
Government working together to deliver the services that communities want and need. We
are working with the borough and county council with regard to a parish caretaker scheme.

WHAT NEXT FOR LOCALISM: The National Association of Local Councils and the All Party
Parliamentary Group has launched an inquiry with a focus on the role of parish and town councils.
The aim of the Inquiry is to offer analysis, insight and advice on local democracy. The National
Association of Local Councils is committed to making something happen quickly, and is working on
a series of projects as well as seizing the opportunity to influence and set the agenda; however
ideas are needed in order to generate a debate and discussion, getting people thinking about the
future – and asking what next for localism? Through the inquiry it is hoped to identify new ideas
which will help local democracy truly flourish into the future.

EAST PECKHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION
East Peckham is twinned with Chereng in the Nord de Pas de Calais. The East Peckham
Twinning Association (EPTA) is independent of the Parish Council and twinning activities are
funded by those taking part and by fund-raising with no use of parish funds. Events planned for
2014 include a visit to the War Graves in northern France and Belgium and an excursion to the
Bovine re-enactments which will be taking place near Chereng in July 2014.
This year has provided many opportunities to share occasions with our friends in Chereng. There
have been further school activities between our primary school and those in Chereng, creating
closer ties and friendships, increasing cultural understanding and associations that will remain a
legacy for the future.
We also enjoyed a weekend visit to Lille and Chereng, with the usual fun activities arranged for the
Sunday afternoon, leaving us just time to recover on the journey home!
For more information please contact Colin Silver the Secretary by sending an email to
colin_plus@hotmail.co.uk.

Peter Street
Chairman, East Peckham Twinning Association
CRIME PREVENTION PANEL
The Crime Prevention Panel generally provides information to enable simple measures and advice
to be available to the public, usually with displays and discussions with members of the public at
events such as village fêtes and shopping centres. These usually take place alongside the police
and other agencies through the year.
Although we have low crime statistics in East Peckham, helped by the County's multi agency
approach we have been absorbing the impact of change to the now familiar ASBO remedy for
antisocial behaviour through the Anti-Social Behaviour Bill 2014 which will introduce the
Injunction to Prevent Nuisance & Annoyance, and the Criminal Behaviour Order
The Injunction to Prevent Nuisance & Annoyance (IPNA) is a civil injunction available in the County
Court for adults and the Youth Court for under 18s. The Criminal Behaviour Order (CBO) will be
available to deal with the most seriously anti-social individuals on conviction for any criminal
offence. As well as prohibitions, both the IPNA and CBO will be able to include positive
requirements that can address the underlying causes of the behaviour and prevent future
recurrences (for instance, alcohol or drugs misuse).
All of this is changes to simplify procedures available to the authorities in dealing with antisocial
and criminal behaviour.
It will be interesting to see how this develops in dealing with these problems.
Peter Street
Parish Councillor & Chairman of the Tonbridge and Malling Crime Prevention Panel
March 2014

TIMEBANKING
I have been researching Timebanking over the last few months and have been increasingly
convinced of the benefits to individuals, groups and ultimately the entire community in which a
timebank operates. ‘What is Timebanking?’ I hear you ask...let me explain;
Timebanking is a means of exchange where time is the principal currency. For every hour
participants ‘deposit’ in a timebank, they are able to ‘withdraw’ the equivalent number of hours of
support when they themselves are in need. In each case the participant decides what they can
offer in terms of skills, advice, companionship etc. Everyone’s time is equal, so one hour of my
time is equal to one hour of your time, irrespective of whatever we choose to exchange.
Timebanking however, does not require a direct ‘exchange’. For example, if I offer 2 hours of my
time baking cakes, an hour of my time may be used by Mrs. Brown and another hour by Mr. Jones
who wanted a special cake made for his wife. In this example I have deposited 2 hours into the
Timebank and I therefore have 2 hours ‘credit’ to ‘spend’ when I might need something at a later
date.
Mr. Jones had already given 3 hours of time by tutoring Jack for his GCSE maths exam, so after
Mr. Jones had used an hour of my time to make a cake he is still 2 hours in credit to use for
something else. Jack earned his 3 hours tutoring by spending 2 hours gardening for Dr. Grey and
by taking Mrs. Brown’s dog Fluffy out for 2 thirty minute walks...and so on...
I have been in contact with several other councils that have already launched Timebanking
programmes to ask about their experiences. Some of their comments included;
“Setting up a time bank can take you in many unexpected directions - we've had members who've
tutored adults in literacy, others who've learnt to play the guitar, through to those who've restored
laptops back to life. The diversity of your membership can make it an interesting voluntary initiative
to run.” Philip Blocksidge - Timebank Development Officer for Warrington Timebank.
“Timebanking has allowed residents to make new friends...The mutual exchange element means
they feel a real sense that they have earned the support given to them.” It is also important for
people to be aware that Time banking can be used, not only by individuals, but by organisations
wishing to develop services without incurring huge costs; “Timebanking is a good way to put
people in touch with one another, especially organisations who are performing similar jobs in the
area...If you can bring businesses together then they might collaborate; networking is after all a
powerful tool and can result in businesses coming together to offer new strands of support.”
James O'Flynn works in marketing for Leicestershire county council.
I strongly believe that a programme like this would have a hugely positive impact on our
community. Because timebanks are just systems of exchange, they can be used in an almost
endless variety of settings and I hope that a timebank in East Peckham would be used to build
positive relationships within and across our community.
I will shortly be looking to recruit volunteers to take up specific roles in relation to the operation of
the time bank and we will of course need enough of YOU to get involved to make the Timebank a
viable proposition! I would love to hear from anyone who may be interested in getting involved;
either in the development of the Timebank itself, as ‘Timebankers’ with skills to offer or simply to
find out more about the project.
More information about Timebanking in general can be found at: http://www.timebanking.org
Holly Carey
Parish Councillor
March 2014

Do you use your Library?
We as a community should not let our village library become under-utilised. The more we make
use of this important facility for ourselves and our families, the greater chance we have of keeping
this asset alive and open for all.
The value of libraries to the community is highlighted in some recent articles in the Guardian
Newspaper; some key points are summarised below:
The easiest way to make sure that we raise literate children is to help teaching them to read and to
show them by example that reading is a pleasurable activity. And that means at its simplest finding
books that they enjoy, giving them access to those books and encouraging them to read them. We
need children to get on the reading ladder; anything they enjoy reading will move them up, rung by
rung.
Libraries are about education, which is not a process that finishes the day we leave school or
further education. Books are only the tip of the education iceberg. A library is a place that is a
repository of information and gives every person equal access to it.
Libraries in the digital age can bridge the gap between the ‘information rich’ and the ‘information
poor’. Libraries need reinforcing, not dismantling. We need a highly skilled service that is able to
meet our daily needs. The service will change and innovate if we ask it to. It needs to continue to
bridge the gap between those who have access to the internet and those who do not, also
ensuring it delivers on other aspects in addition to its core service.
Please visit our Village Library to ensure its continued operation. In addition to book and DVD
loans, services include use of two computers, computer buddies (help using a computer), book
lovers group, large print books, and spoken word CD’s.
Penny Graham
Parish Councillor
05 March 2014

EAST PECKHAM MAGAZINE (2014)
The East Peckham Magazine is a self-funding monthly autonomous publication. In order to
produce this publication there is team of committed volunteers who offer their services freely. They
are:
Lynton Wright
Chairman & East Peckham Nature Page
Serina Page
Editor
Doug Edgar
Treasurer and Head of Distribution
Sylvia Papworth
Co-Head of Distribution
John Page
Advertising
Rev. Anthony Carr
Representing the three Churches of East Peckham
Hilary Newman
Gardening Notebook
Felicity Milligan
Keep Fit
The Rambling Shepherd
Farm & Country
Paul Harfleet
Kent County Council Community Warden
Residents of East Peckham are encouraged to send in village news, photographs, old postcards,
letters, articles, and drawings. Clubs and organisations are invited to send in details of their club
news and events. The three churches of East Peckham all contribute to editorial. Their Order of
Services are listed every month together with a written message from each church, The Holy
Trinity, Methodist and Salvation Army. The ‘What’s On’ pages advertise local entertainment and
meetings. The centre Diary Pages list events and meetings in date order for the current and
following month.
Special thanks must be given to Eileen Corke and The Doyen who regularly entertain us with
interesting and informative articles. We are indebted to Gary Martin and Sue Hill who have
supplied old postcards from their collections allowing us to copy and publish them so that these
invaluable items can be shared with our readers. We also receive some superb local photographs
from David Ireland, but we are always on the lookout for more material.
Many villagers comment on how much they enjoy the “Your Letters” page(s), for this section of the
magazine to succeed it must be continuously fed with written material from YOU. Please don’t
leave it to someone else. If you have something to say, then we want to hear it, but please
remember that for our records we do need your name and address details.
Due to lack of funding and space, separate to the Magazine, we print and distribute twice yearly a
‘free’ Contact Details Card listing important and useful local telephone numbers. If you lose your
card, another is available from the local newsagent and village stores. For the fourth year, despite
increased printing costs and liberal use of colour, we have kept our costs the same; 50p per
magazine available over the counter at The Village Butchers & Store, The Library, Local
Newsagents & Post Office, and The Bush Blackbird & Thrush. Subscribers pay £6 for 12 issues
and it is delivered free locally. Extra special thanks go to our dedicated band of volunteer
distributors who pull out all the stops to deliver your magazine to your door on time every month.
We are always pleased to hear from anyone who wishes to volunteer to help with the Magazine
distribution. If you are interested please contact Doug Edgar.
Magazine contributions are to be received by the 14th of the month prior to publication. Please note
that although your article/letter may be received before the deadline, very often space is no longer
available. Unless prior notice is given to reserve a slot, space is offered on a first come first serve
basis, so please do not to leave it until the last minute.
Finally if you know of friends, neighbours or anyone new to the village, please encourage them to
subscribe to our Magazine. We need them, but maybe we can also provide them with a healthy
insight as to what goes on in the village and hopefully they will be able to benefit from the
discovery of the many clubs and associations available to them.
Serina Page (Editor)

County Councillor Report to Parish Councils - March 2014
Kent County Council elections took place in May 2013 and UKIP are now the largest opposition
party with the Conservative party retaining an overall majority. During the election I much enjoyed
knocking on doors, talking to people and getting to know my new county division, often in dreadful
weather, and I thank everyone for electing me.
The budget, and how to meet government savings targets, has been a key concern this year and
the Council has had to think very differently about how to deliver services. Service reviews have
been undertaken and integrated around customer groups and streamlined to avoid duplication.
We have made £269m of savings over the last three years and have shed around 2,000 posts,
principally through efficiencies, better procurement and use of technology. We also aim to reduce
demand by transforming the way we do things. In social care, for example, to assess people more
quickly and do more to help them live independently in their own homes. This means working
more closely with the NHS, particularly with older people discharged from hospital.
KCC launched its 2014/15 budget consultation in November and received a record number of
replies, prioritising services and supporting a small council tax rise to help fund them. This coming
financial year we need to save approximately £91 million. Council tax has been frozen for the past
3 years yet we have delivered some real improvements.
We have helped hundreds of young people into employment through our apprenticeship
programmes. Our exam results are better than ever, and businesses in Kent are growing. The
government has now removed the improvement notice on KCC's Children's Services and there
have been very positive comments from Ofsted's recent inspections. We have switched off, from
midnight to 5am, some 70,000 street lights, saving approximately £900,000, and reducing light
pollution and carbon emissions. (We will not be switching off in town centres, areas with CCTV,
ASB area, busy road junctions, roundabouts or known traffic accident spots.)
In Kent we are seeing a continued and significant increase in primary pupil numbers and,
consequently, a need for more provision. With new homes planned for Kings Hill, there is a
proposal for a new primary school to be built by the end of 2015.
My highways grant has been spent on traffic calming for the entrance to East Peckham and a
much needed missing pavement outside the Discovery School on Kings Hill.
Some of the projects supported by my member grant include new sports kit for Wateringbury
School, the Taxi Voucher Scheme in West Peckham, contributions towards William’s Field
equipment in Hadlow, replacement trees at Kings Hill and the replacement outdoor canopy at the
pre-school, flood rescue equipment for Kent Search and Rescue and towards the Beat Project's
'All Our Stories'.
I would particularly thank all the Parish Councils for their help and support during the year.
Matthew Balfour
County Member for Malling Rural East

DIRECTORY
East Peckham Parish Council
Chairman, Graham Haycock
Deputy Chairman, Tim Roper

CONTACT INFORMATION
01622 871309 admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
01622 872010 graham.haycock@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
01622 872157 tim.roper@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
Borough Councillors Elizabeth Holland
Howard Rogers

01732 844522
01622 871329 elizabeth.holland@tmbc.gov.uk
01732 850329 howard.rogers@tmbc.gov.uk

Kent County Council
County Councillor Matthew Balfour

01622 696965
01732 870253 Matthew.Balfour@kent.gov.uk

Hospitals
Kent & Sussex (Tunbridge Wells)
Maidstone
Pembury

01892 526111
01622 290000
01892 823535

Emergencies
Electricity
Floodline (Environment Agency)
Community Warden
Gas
Police (Non Emergencies)
Waste Water (Southern Water)
Water (South East Water)

0800 783 8866
0345 988 1188
07969 584183 paul.harfleet@kent.gov.uk
0800 777 999
101
0845 278 0845
0845 850 6060

Services
Citizens Advice Bureaux
Crime Stoppers
Dental Line
Field Pharmacy
East Peckham Library
East Peckham Surgery
Hi Kent
Hospice in the Weald
Library
NHS Direct
Kent Highway Services
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre
Putlands Veterinary Surgery
RSPCA (Cruelty Line)
Social Services
Tonbridge Job Centre
Trading Standards
Victim Support
Woodlands Health Centre
Yalding Surgery

08701 264856
0800 555 111
01892 517771
01622 871409
01622 871050
01622 871540
01622 871883
01892 820500
01622 871050
0845 4647
08458 247800
01892 838619 info@pwadvice.org
01892 835456
0300 1234 999
01892 515045
01732 583700
08454 040506
01622 690103
01892 833331
01622 814380

Education
East Peckham County Primary School
East Peckham Pre-School
Mascalls
Paddock Wood Adult Education Centre

01622 871268
01622 872931/07999 802635
01892 835366
0845 606 5606

Religion
C of E, Holy Trinity Rev Anthony Carr
Roman Catholic Fr. Behruz Rafat
The Methodist Church Rev John Butt
The Salvation Army: Territorial Envoy David Boyle

01622 871278 ht.ep.po@live.com
01892 833699
01622 871332
01622 872372 David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk

Recreation & Social
Apples Bowling Club
Allotments
Boys Brigade
Brownies
Cameo Coffee Morning
Carers Group
Community Choir
East Peckham Flood Group
East Peckham Junior Football
East Peckham Magazine
East Peckham Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs & Scouts)
East Peckham Silver Band
East Peckham Walkers Group
Evergreens
Fit 4 U Exercise Class
French Lessons
Friends of St Michaels Church
Girls Brigade
Goal Keeping School
Gym club
Historical Society
Ikkle Pikkles Toddler Group
Ladies Pleasant Hour
Line Dancing
Lunch Club
Pilates
Mini Music Makers
Paddock Wood Badminton Club
Shape Up Fitness Class
Short Mat Bowls Club
Trainers Badminton Club
Twinning Association
Women’s Institute
Wednesday Allsorts
United Choir
Zumba

01622 871069
01622 871309
01622 872372
01622 872418
01622 872372
01622 871381
01622 871622
01622 872344 sue.chalkley1@btinternet.com
01622 873391
01622 872015 serinapage@btinternet.com
01622 871890
01732 359397
01622 871216
01622 871781
01732 529654
01622 871226
01622 813687
01732 366671
07841 025916 northkent@hotmail.com
01892 835918 jackyleman@wealdgymnastics.org.uk
01622 872976
07872 929056/07786 244307
01892 836698
01622 813687
01622 873434
01622 873432 felicity@fitstretchtone.co.uk
01622 871801/07971 637255
01892 836731 andrew.kerr@grapesdirect.co.uk
01622 720879
01622 871781
01622 871189
01622 871404 colin_plus@hotmail.co.uk
01622 872292
01622 872418
01622 871454
07595 458272

Hall Hire
Jubilee Hall (Meeting Room, Sports Hall & Playing Fields)
The Village Hall
The Curran Hall & Methodist Hall
Salvation Army Hall

01622 871309 admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
01622 871321
01622 872079
01622 872372

.

