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Celebrate Our Village! 
 

East Peckham Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Free event for local residents & businesses 
 

Monday, 27 April 2020 @ 7.00 p.m. 
 

In the Sports Hall at the Jubilee Hall 
Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT 

 
Doors Open at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Come along & find out what EPPC has been up to over the past 
year, who has won the 2020 Community Champion Awards and 

meet your Parish Councillors and fellow Villagers.   
 

There will be presentations on the East Peckham Property 
Relief Scheme, East Peckham Working towards becoming 

Dementia Friendly, the Compassionate Neighbours Scheme, 
the Pound Road Methodist Building Redevelopment and an 

opportunity for you to meet Matt Boughton who will be 
attending on behalf of Tom Tugendhat MP 

 
After the event we hope you join us for cheese and wine  

 
For more information contact the Parish Council Clerk Karen Bell 

01622 871309 councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
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Introduction 
East Peckham Parish Council is an elected corporate body with tax raising powers representing 
over 3,500 people in the civic parish of East Peckham.  Our Annual Report aims to highlight our 
successes and progress over the past year and our aspirations for the future.  The Council 
consists of 11 Councillors, who do more than just attend meetings where projects are discussed 
and progressed, and policies, procedures and practices reviewed.  They take part in many parish 
activities; they deal with resident issues and represent the Parish Council on many outside bodies. 
We continuously work towards improving community wellbeing and providing better services.  We 
hope you find this report helpful and informative.  Should you wish to comment on any aspect of 
our work please contact your local Parish Councillors or the Parish Office.  
 
Mission Statement: 
To secure and maintain best possible services and environment for the East Peckham Community 
 
Our Commitment to You!...... We Will! 
• Work in an accountable and transparent manner with the local community to improve the 

quality of life for all who live and work in East Peckham.  
• Aim to protect and enhance the social and environmental well-being of East Peckham and its 

residents.    
• Provide a number of services to the community.  We will seek to ensure that these meet the 

needs of the community and represent value for money.  
• Welcome the involvement of residents in our decision making process and will consult on 

issues of importance.  
 
Sustainability Policy 
Our vision is for East Peckham to be a vibrant and prosperous hub of the local rural community, 
offering an attractive place to live, work and play for people of all ages. The Parish Council:  
• Is committed to preserving and protecting the environment by adopting an environmental and 

sustainability policy.   
• Is committed to protecting the environment and the natural heritage of the Parish and 

recognise the importance and value of this environment and its contribution to quality of life for 
the village and wider community.  

• In carrying out our own activities will strive to make a positive contribution to protecting the 
local and wider environment.  

• In conjunction with businesses, community groups and the public, aim to help meet the needs 
of today’s society without compromising future generations’ ability to meet their own needs. 

 
Over to You 
If the Parish Council had the resources to make three improvements, what would you like us to do? 
1. Support local community shops 
2. Improve sport and leisure facilities 
3. Increase street lighting 
4. Improve Children’s play areas 
5. Campaign for stricter parking controls, for more litter wardens for lower speed limits 
6. Freeze the Parish Council Precept  
7. Protect the Green Belt 
8. Provide more street trees and planting 
9. Other, please tell us 
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A Message from the Chairman, Councillor Stephanie Watson 
Within the pages of this Annual Report you will find lots of information about what we do, why we do it, what we can't do, 
how we pay for it, how you can help us, how you can join us, and what we plan to do in 2020 and 2021. If after reading 
through it you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

If you would be interested in helping or joining us we would certainly love to hear from you.........we are a community 
village and if we work together we can make our little part of Kent an even nicer place to live and work. 

The May election meant we had some sad goodbyes.  We said goodbye to Penny Graham, Serina Page, John Page, 
Lynton Wright, Heidi Harratt and Dave Roberts all of whom we miss immensely but so grateful to them for all their hard 
work and commitment to the village during their term of office and beyond. Thank You! 

After the election myself, James Hockey, Mick Barton and Michael Ferguson continued to be members of the Council, 
the vacancies were soon filled and we’ve since been joined by Craig Matthews, Mark Williams, Emma Wilkinson, Sophie 
North, Jonathan Bates and Dale Fairless, who are all are settling into their role well and becoming great assets to the 
Parish Council and to our village. 

Our aim is to continue to provide our residents with the service they expect from us. We always have to be extremely 
careful over the management of our affairs and continuously monitor our expenditure and examine very closely how and 
where we spend the money.  If you have had your Council Tax bill you will see that the Precept for East Peckham has 
gone up slightly, but I hope you feel that you are getting value for your money.  Every project we do is carefully 
considered and evaluated in terms of cost- effectiveness, and benefit to the community at large.   

So what do we have planned for 2020-2021, well we have a very busy year ahead, our meeting dates have been 
approved and details are included within this report, if you would like to come and sit at a meeting you are more than 
welcome.  We will continue to lobby both our Borough and County Councils for much needed improvements where 
needed. As you can imagine this has become increasingly harder as they are also having their budgets cut. 

Keep your eye out for events we have planned for 2020-2021. Our first major Village event will be the Dementia 
Awareness Family Fun Day which is being held on 16 May 2020. A whole village project with various activities going on 
at the Jubilee Field and hopefully raising money for all the fabulous groups and organisations we have within the village. 
We look forward to seeing you all there and hope the sun shines for us. 

We are extremely lucky in our staff and contractors, especially to the Clerk, Karen Bell for the excellent way in which the 
office is managed, her job covers a huge variety of categories, including juggling the ever decreasing funding we receive 
and the longer list of jobs that need doing with that money....no easy feat I can assure you, so THANK YOU KAREN.  
Thanks also to Debbie Jenner, Paul Kent and Michael Hayes for their janitorial, grounds maintenance and litter clearing 
work. 

I would like to mention that I and all the other Parish Councillors are all voluntary and we do not get paid to represent our 
Community. We do the best we can with the resources we have and hope you agree that we should all be proud of East 
Peckham.  THANK YOU COUNCILLORS....we make a great team.  

I look forward to meeting you at our Annual Meeting where I have plenty more to tell you about the year ahead, and 
welcome hearing from you over a glass of wine! 

Steph Watson Chair of EPPC  
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A message from the Parish Clerk 
We’ve had a busy year with many phone calls, emails and Facebook messages from residents asking for much needed 
advice and information on a variety of subjects where we’ve been happy to oblige with answers.  We are a Quality 
Council, the only one within the borough of Tonbridge and Malling and one of only six within Kent to have this status.  I 
am based in the Parish Office at the Jubilee Hall and personal callers are always welcomed. 
 
Our 2020 Report highlights the growing contribution the Parish Council is making, including stepping up on important 
issues such as health and well-being, economic development, housing and community facilities. It is vital we maintain 
momentum on this important work and engaging with you so we can better understand what you want for your 
community and directly, or in concert with others, delivering it.  This is enshrined in our vision for East Peckham and it’s 
important that the Parish Council is vibrant, dynamic and effective as this will help us to help those within our community 
to help themselves building strength and resilience and improving the quality of life of residents. A key pre-requisite of a 
strong Parish Council is that we exercise our role as the first tier of government responsibly – we engage and consult 
residents on our work, we operate openly and transparently, we communicate effectively, and we uphold the highest 
standards of public life.  
 
In May 2019, some of our most experienced councillors did not stand for re-election, I would like to thank Penny 
Graham, Lynton Wright, Serina Page, John Page, Heidi Harratt, David Roberts and Colin Silver for their commitment to 
the Council and the village.  It was, however, an opportunity for others to come forward and contribute.  The May 2019 
election returned Steph Watson, Mick Barton, Michael Ferguson and James Hockey who were re-elected, they were 
soon joined by Dale Fairless, Craig Matthews, Emma Wilkinson, Sophie North, Jonathan Bates and Mark Williams.  
We’ve been lucky with the support given by our Borough Councillors Howard Rogers, Janet Sergison and Jill Anderson 
and our County Councillor Matthew Balfour, all  have proved assiduous in working for East Peckham and supporting the 
Parish Council in our work. 
 
The Jubilee Hall continues to go from strength to strength, what encourages me most is the number of casual bookings 
we are taking; these together with our many regular customers ensures that the building continues to be a viable 
community asset.  In May 2020, we shall be welcoming the return of the Weald of Kent Gym Club. 
 
Council business is conducted through meetings of the Council and our committees of which there are two, I particularly 
extend thanks to our Committee Chairmen, James Hockey who was Chair of our Planning and Transportation 
Committee until January 2020 when Dale Fairless stepped into the role and Steph Watson who not only Chairs the 
Parish Council but also Chairs the Finance Committee.  A good deal of the work in the Parish Office revolves around the 
monthly meeting cycle, as soon as one agenda is prepared the next one starts to take shape.   
 
I do hope that our Annual Report aids understanding in what we do.  One thing for sure though is that the increasing 
demands being placed on us means there will be no letting up for any of us!  We’ve had an exceptionally good and 
productive 2019 and will continue with this hard work in 2020.  The year ahead promises to be interesting and I believe 
that the Parish Council is a good example in demonstrating locally that we have a key role to play helping our residents 
and community negotiate the challenges ahead.  
 
Finally, I would like you to think about giving some time to help keep our village vibrant and alive.  
We’re fortunate to have many clubs and activities in our village. This helps make East Peckham the interesting place to 
live that it is. But this is only made possible with the sterling effort of many volunteers. There is also a need for help with 
projects that will further enhance our village such as Christmas Lights where there is the opportunity for you to help us 
with your time to raise funds for this.   

 
Karen Bell 

Council Manager 
February 2020 
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Report on Councillor & Clerk Attendance – May 2019 – January 2020 
Since the last Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, the Parish Council has met 8 times. 
Karen Bell (Clerk)   Attended all 8 meetings 
Mick Barton     Attended all 8 meetings 
Michael Ferguson    Attended all 8 meetings 
Steph Watson     Attended all 8 meetings 
Emma Wilkinson    Attended 7 out of 7 meetings 
Craig Matthews   Attended 3 out of 3 meetings 
James Hockey    Attended 7 out of 8 meetings 
Dale Fairless    Attended 4 out of 5 meetings 
Mark Williams    Attended 6 out of 7 meetings 
Jonathan Bates    Attended 4 out of 6 meetings 
Sophie North     Attended 5 out of 7 meetings 
 
Parish Council Services 
The Parish Council consists of 11 Parish Councillors (unpaid volunteers) supported by a part time 
Council Manager.  Through a range of discretionary powers, we provide and maintain many 
important and visible services such as: 
• Running the Jubilee Hall, maintaining the Playing Fields, car park, outdoor play equipment and 

leisure facilities 
• Providing funds for maintaining the churchyards at Holy Trinity and St Michaels 
• Maintaining other open spaces in the village and some bus shelters 
• Consultee on all planning applications in the parish 
• Acting as a liaison between the community and other local organisations and Councils 
• Producing a monthly newsletter and an annual report 
• Nominating representatives to serve on local voluntary, public and community organisations  
• Providing Footway lighting 
• Providing CCTV at the Jubilee Hall 
• Providing allotments at the Jubilee Playing Fields 
• Village Planting 
• Providing Christmas Lights 
• Maintaining Social Media accounts 
 
Churchyards: Whilst we have no obligation to do so, each year we provide funds for maintaining 
the churchyards at Holy Trinity and St Michaels.  In 2020/21 we estimate these costs will be 
£6,375. 
 
Our Civic Responsibility: We represent the village at various events.  We also have an important 
civic role, such as attending the Remembrance Day Service and the Annual Civic Service. 
 
Awards: Our congratulations to the 2020 award winners 
KALC Community Award  David Boyle Community Engagement Award   Sandra Edmonds 
 
Twinning:  East Peckham is twinned with Chéreng a small French town in the region Nord-Pas-
de-Calais near Lille.  The population of Chéreng is approximately 3,100. The Parish Council will 
support individuals, groups and organisations with twinning activities and can provide a link with 
our friends in Chéreng.   For more information please contact the Parish Office. 
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Footpaths:  Parish Councils can be responsible for footpaths within their boundaries, however in 
East Peckham apart from the footpath over the Playing Fields towards the school, footpath 
maintenance is provided by Kent County Council. 
 
Salt Bins: These are provided throughout the parish.  Their maintenance and refilling is carried out 
by Kent County Council. 
 
Bus Shelters and Notice Boards: After installing several bus shelters in previous years, there are 
now a sufficient number of different types to satisfy needs.  We provide 2 notice boards in the 
village centre and you will find a third on the Playing Fields (opposite the Primary School).  
  
Fly Tipping: Please inform TMBC by telephoning 01732 844522 or visit www.tmbc.gov.uk. 
 
2019 Garden Competition: Congratulations to the winners and runners up.  The quality of entries 
was so high that the judges were presented with a difficult but pleasurable ask.  We had a 50% 
increase in the number of entries.  Lets’ give the judges more gardens to judge in 2020. 

1st  102 Pound Road 2nd  86 Pound Road 3rd  30 Henham Gardens 
 
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
Considerate Parking: We are concerned with the lack of parking in some village locations and 
want residents to think about where they park.  Please when you park in one of our congested 
areas do park considerately, our main concerns are: 
•   Parking on pavements so that wheelchair users and buggies cannot get through and 

children and other pedestrians have to walk in the road  
•   Parking near junctions and on yellow lines which obscures safe crossing points for 

pedestrians. 
•  Parking so that other vehicles, including emergency services cannot pass 
•   Parking on the yellow zig-zags outside the Primary School and using disabled bays when 

you do not have a badge.   
 
Village Centre:  We have identified that the Village Centre needs improving but as we are not the 
landowner we are in discussions with Kent County Council on the prospect of the various 
landowners who include KCC, TMBC and individual landowners taking on their maintenance 
responsibilities.  We have expressed an interest to both KCC and TMBC that we would like the 
land in their ownership to be transferred to us so that we can redevelop the village centre. 
 
Public Conveniences: From 2021/2022, TMBC is withdrawing funding for the public 
conveniences and if we are not agreeable to having them transferred to us we will lose a valuable 
village amenity.  We have therefore agreed that the land and building will be transferred to us for 
the sum of £1 and that from 01 April 2021 we will maintain and provide the service.  We will receive 
a grant from TMBC which should cover our legal costs and the costs of providing the service for 
the first year.  Once we take over the public conveniences, we will monitor their use and if we find 
that the service is either not used or is not cost effective then we will look at alternative uses for the 
land and buildings. Our long term aim is also to secure the ownership of the land in the village 
centre which is currently owned by the County Council and then we can set about the long awaited 
radical redevelopment that the Village Centre needs. 
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Christmas Lights: The Christmas Lights were spectacular, thank you so much for your positive 
comments.  We would like to thank Brookside Garden Centre for donating the Christmas Tree.  We 
are sorry if you were disappointed that there was no Switch on Event in 2019.  The event takes at 
least 25 people to organise, fundraise and run, which, without community support we are unable to 
do.  We would really like to bring the Switch On event back for 2020 but to do so we need your 
help.  If you would you like the 2020 Christmas Lights to be bigger, brighter and better please join 
us in helping to fundraise and organise the 2020 Christmas Lights.   
 

 
 

 
Plans are being formulated nationally for events taking place to mark the 75th anniversary of the 
ending of WW2.  May 8, 1945 was when peace emerged after nearly six years of war, so the 75th 
anniversary on that day in 2020 represents an important milestone in the country’s history.  East 
Peckham cannot let this day pass without reflecting on the enormous sacrifice, courage and 
determination of people from all walks of life who saw the country through this dark period.  The 
national celebration, will cover the weekend of 8–10 May, and there will be an international 
celebration of peace – a time to remember, reflect and pay tribute to the millions who played such 
a vital part in achieving it, including Armed Forces personnel from many countries who gave their 
lives, those who returned home injured in body and mind; the hard-working women and men who 
kept the factories, mines, shipyards and farms operating throughout the years of turmoil; the ARP 
wardens, police officers, doctors, nurses, firemen, local defence volunteers and many others who 
put their lives on hold to safeguard the home front. 
 
We have been looking at ways to join in the activities taking place so that we in East Peckham can 
be part of the nation’s tribute, we have registered our participation with the national event 
coordinators and will be lighting the beacon, reading The Tribute to the Millions and participating in 
The Nations Toast  Our commemorative project will be the installation of a specially commissioned 
plaque which will honour our fallen heroes from East Peckham who lost their lives in WW2. 
 
Dementia Friendly Community 
Making East Peckham a Dementia Friendly Community has been one of our highlights this year 
and was a project specifically chosen to mark our 125th Anniversary.  We are delighted that East 
Peckham has been recognised by the Alzheimer’s Association as a Community that is working 
towards becoming dementia friendly.   
 
More people are diagnosed with dementia every year and choose to live at home in their 
community throughout their dementia journey. People with dementia and their care partners have 
the right to live well in the community and together we are working towards East Peckham being a 
Dementia Friendly Community. 
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Dementia Friendly Communities are gaining momentum across the globe and here in East 
Peckham we have at least 190 Dementia Friends who can be identified by their special forget me 
knot badges. 
 
A Dementia Friendly Community is a place where people living with dementia are understood, 
respected and supported; an environment where people living with dementia will be confident that 
they can contribute to community life. In a Dementia Friendly Community, people will be aware of 
and understand dementia, and people living with dementia will be included and have choice and 
control over their day-to-day lives and level of engagement. 
 
To raise awareness of dementia, throughout the year there have been many dementia friends 
training sessions, these have been held at the primary school and with many village groups and 
organisations, there have also been several training sessions at the Jubilee Hall and in total there 
are now well over 190 dementia friends in East Peckham who can all be identified by their special 
forget me know badges.  Businesses too are involved; all of the staff at Brookside Garden Centre 
are dementia friends and Headlocks Hair Design and the Village Stores are also dementia friendly.  
We haven’t stopped there in the village centre; we have upcycled the former BT telephone kiosk by 
converting it into an information hub and we have installed a planter and have created a very 
special dementia friendly sensory garden. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

During 2020, we would like to set up an East Peckham Compassionate Neighbours Scheme.  
Compassionate Neighbours is a free, community led social movement offering friendship and 
support for anyone who is lonely, at risk of isolation or nearing the end of life through age or illness. 
 
Do you like making friends?, Do you like chatting over a cuppa?  Do you want to make a difference 
to someone in your community who is lonely or at risk of isolation by simply sharing your time, 
companionship and support?  Compassionate neighbours’ pairs local people based on their shared 
likes, interests and experiences.  You will be supported to develop your skills and confidence as 
well as on-going support.  This is your chance to become part of an award winning social 
movement and make a real difference to your life and those around you. 
 
How do you get involved?  You must be over 18.  If you think you’ve got what it takes to become 
a Compassionate Neighbour  and would like to find out more please contact the Compassionate 
Neighbours Team on 01622 792200 (ext. 240) or email cn@hokh.co.uk. 
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Action Plan  
During the Council year in addition to our key projects we will continue to: 
• Maintain the open spaces for which the council is responsible, including the playing fields and a 

small area of land in the village centre 
• Maintain the Jubilee Hall to the required standard. 
• Comment on all planning applications which fall within, and/or impact on East Peckham 
• Represent the views and promote the interests of East Peckham residents, particularly in 

relation to Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council and Kent County Council 
• Communicate with East Peckham residents by maintaining an up-to-date website 

(www.eastpeckhamparishcouncil-pc.gov.uk, providing a Twitter feed (@EastPeckhamPC), 
Facebook page, representation at village events and regular publication of EPPC Newsletters; 

• Listen, investigate and respond to issues identified by East Peckham residents, and, if 
appropriate, signposted to the correct person / organisation for resolution/ further progression. 

• Deliver timely and transparent decisions through Council meetings supported by committees. 
• Maintain good financial practices, ensuring transparency and value for money. 
 
2019/2020 Key projects and highlights included: 
• Worked towards attainment of the Quality Gold Level of the Local Council Award Scheme. 
• Operated within budget 
• Updated the Parish Council’s rolling Three-Year Plan 
• Jubilee Hall Upgrade, external doors replaced, roofing works, work to heating system 
• Work started on the Bike Track 
• Car park maintenance work carried out 
• Delivered Christmas Lights within budget 
• Carried out play equipment repairs 
• More work was carried out on Community Resilience including the updating of the Community 

Emergency Plan 
• Commissioned a WW2 commemorative plaque for VE Day 2020 
• Welcomed 6 new Parish Councillors to our team 
• Arranged East Peckham in Bloom Displays.  We installed spring and summer hanging baskets 

in the village centre. 
• Repainted the sandbag container at the Jubilee Hall Car Park 
• Obtained recognition for East Peckham as a Community Working towards becoming dementia 

friendly 
• Converted former BT telephone kiosk into an information hub 
• Installed dementia friendly sensory garden 
• East Peckham Red Box Project  
• Installed new defibrillator in the village centre and part funded a defibrillator at Little Mill 
 
Key projects for 2020/21 include:  
• Improving leisure facilities at the Jubilee hall and Playing Fields subject to available funds, 

including more upgrades at the Jubilee Hall, tree planting on the Playing Fields and the 
installation of heavy duty umbrellas on the Playing Fields 

• Promoting greater engagement of the council with other community groups and organisations 
in the village in line with the Community Engagement policy,  

• More work on community resilience by contributing to the Flood Action Group Emergency Plan 
and Flood Prevention Strategy; particularly through the promotion of community resilience,  

• Continue to work towards attaining  the Quality Level of the Local Council Award Scheme, 
• More Village Planting                                                      
• More Environmental Enhancements 
• Funds towards our Village Minor Maintenance Fund  
• Christmas Lights 
• Completion of Bike Track 
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Council Meetings 
Council Meetings are your opportunity to see the council team in action.  Council and committee 
meetings are formal events, not social occasions. They have a clear purpose – to make decisions 
– and are not just talking shops. Furthermore, they are public events; the meetings are advertised, 
and the press and public have a right to observe, record and report on how the council operates.  
Council meetings are meetings of the full council, Committee meetings bring together a smaller 
number of councillors to concentrate on a specific function of the council and share the workload 

 
Committees and their Responsibilities 

The Council has 2 Committees which make recommendations to Full Council these are the 
Finance Committee and the Planning and Transportation Committee.   

 
Finance Committee and Finance Reports 

The Committee discusses financial matters concerning service provision and facilities.  The remit 
of the Committee is to ensure that Council finances are managed efficiently and cost-effectively.  
On an annual basis, we review our Internal Controls, Investment Strategy, Asset Register, 
Reserves, Risk Assessment and Financial Regulations and undertake reviews to ensure best 
practice and careful control of what is public money. Regular reports are received from the Internal 
Auditor who plays an important part in the internal control of Parish Council’s activities.  In recent 
years we have undertaken a number of activities with the aim of improving services to our 
residents, but at the same time we have always been careful to ensure our finances remain sound. 
 
2018/2019 Accounts:  Our finances are in good shape and public money is carefully looked after.  
Our cash holdings at 31 March 2019 were £299,865 after deducting earmarked reserves of 
£146,606 our net reserves were £153,260.  We are required to hold between 1 – 1 ½ times our 
precept as reserves.  Our audited accounts for the year ended 31 March 2019 are on our website. 

 
2019/2020 Accounts:  Our accounts for the year to 31 March 2020 will be published in May 2020. 
 
20/2021 Budget and Precept:  Our financial year runs from 01 April to 31 March.  In January, the 
Committee considered our budget for 2020/2021 and recommended that the Council approve a 
budget of £197,555 and a precept of £146,000.  Our precept of £146,000, is just £4,000 more than 
our 2019/2020 precept which was £142,000 and will be collected by the Borough Council as part of 
the Council Tax.  We believe that our budget is sustainable and realistic and allows us to provide 
the village with projects, services and activities that we hope the community appreciates. 
 
2020/2021 Income:  The Precept will yield £146,000, interest from investments, a contribution 
from reserves, a Christmas Lights grant, income from hall lettings and allotment rental should 
contribute a further £51,555 giving a total £197,555.  
 
Expenditure:  Basic expenditure consists of items we must pay in order to function and maintain 
facilities.  Salaries, utility bills, building and maintenance of the Jubilee Hall and playing fields fall 
into this group.   Other expenditure includes: 
1. Committed expenditure (Earmarked Reserves) comprises sums set aside for items or services, 

which the Council decided upon earlier, but has yet to pay for.  
2. Contingency funds to meet unanticipated expenditure, for example, unexpected maintenance, 

vandalism costs, emergency repairs and parish by-elections. 
3. Optional Expenditure comprises items which are not mandatory, but which residents expect or 

would appreciate.    
4. Capital/Project Expenditure involves capital projects or other projects of considerable cost 

which usually have to be planned and budgeted for over a number of years. The upgrade of the 
Jubilee Hall, Playing Fields and outdoor play equipment would be examples.   

5. Funds must be allocated to meet Basic and Committed expenditure. Any other expenditure is 
evaluated very carefully to ensure it is fully justified.  

  
Investments:  Our reserves are invested, and the interest earned contributes towards our income.   
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Grants & Donations:  Each year we receive many funding requests from charities, groups and 
organisations which offer facilities and services to the community.  All are welcomed and are 
considered in relation to the resources available.  During 2019-2020 we made the following grants:   
• Scout Group     - Funding towards new windows 

• Summer Holiday Arts and Crafts Club   –  Craft materials 

• East Peckham Primary School   - Mini Medics First Aid Training to Year 6 

• East Peckham Primary School PTA  - Glow products for fireworks event, raffle prize for 

Christmas Fayre & hall hire for fundraising event 
 

• Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal  - Donation 

• East Peckham Baby and Toddler Group - Free Hall Hire  

• Carers Group    - Free Hall Hire  

• Community Defibrillator at Little Mill  - Donation 

• East Peckham Village Hall   - Funding towards new flooring 

• East Peckham Table Tennis Club  - Funding towards new table tennis table 

• Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre - Donation 

• East Peckham United Football Club  - Subsidised facility hire 

Planning and Transportation Committee 
Our Planning and Transportation Committee has an important role in commenting to the planning 
authority on the implications of planning applications in East Peckham.  On many smaller 
developments we find ourselves pushing for better design, adequate parking, and resisting 
development in the wrong places.  
 
The Committee meets on the first Monday in each month (except August) and considers Planning 
and Transportation issues affecting East Peckham.  It is the Planning Authority who makes the final 
decision and they are obliged to consult with us on most types of planning application.  If we 
believe that a planning application is likely to be contentious, we can ask for it be considered by 
the Borough Council’s Planning Committee, rather than it being decided by a planning officer under 
delegated powers, this is a power we use judiciously.   
 
East Peckham is mostly surrounded by Green Belt and regulated by National Planning Policy and 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council Local Plans. The National Planning Policy Framework may 
ease the path for developers, with a stated presumption in favour of further developments that may 
threaten to destroy the character of the area.  We are concerned about such initiatives and the 
potential impact they will have on us all. We are particularly wanting to preserve the Green Belt.   
 
The non-Green Belt areas have been substantially developed, but there is constant pressure by 
developers for in-filling, especially in back gardens. We are not opposed to all development, we all 
need a place to live and work, but new homes and offices must be sited in the correct place, with 
the correct infrastructure and be built in keeping and retaining the character of the area.  Ensuring 
the hamlets remain separated and are not allowed by future development to merge together is a 
key priority.  There should also be significant open separation between neighbouring parishes.  
  
We monitor all Planning Applications, updates, appeals and Tree Preservation Orders in East 
Peckham and comment in detail where required by making recommendations, objections or 
supporting the application to the Planning Authority.  Whilst we are part of the planning consultation 
process; our recommendations are not always reflected in the final Planning decision. 
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Each month we publish details of new applications and the Committee made up of Councillors with 
local knowledge meet to consider the Parish Councils response.  Full details and drawings are 
made available at these meetings to which the public can attend and if invited can comment on.  
Over the last 12 months we have commented on many applications particularly in relation to local 
infrastructure, parking, tree protection, environment, flooding and effect on neighbouring 
properties. We also monitor and comment on planning issues in bordering Parishes and Boroughs 
that might have an effect on the East Peckham environs. 
 
We encourage the development and use of Footpaths, cycle ways and all open areas available to 
the public. It is important that connectivity is creative to allow free and easy movement around the 
Parish. Our policy is not to support the loss of garage space at the cost of increasing on-road 
parking.  We are concerned about any loss of trees and we support re-planting where trees have to 
be felled for sound reason.  We are keen to strike the balance between protecting the Green Belt 
and supporting local businesses which provide jobs for local residents.  
 

Tonbridge and Malling Local Plan 
The Borough Council has consulted on its final draft which includes a proposal for 58 new homes 
in Church Lane.  Whilst we have no objection in principal to the inclusion of Church Lane as a 
potential site for housing,  this should not be at the expense of other factors such as the quality of 
life for current residents not being adversely affected and new housing supported by infrastructure 
improvements.  This new Local Plan is currently at the examination stage, once adopted it will form 
part of Tonbridge and Malling Borough Councils Development Plan and will replace the current 
suite of adopted local plans. The new Plan will have a time horizon up to 2031.   

 
Communications, Publicity and Website 

We continue to invest time and energy into our communications aiming to make EPPC the one 
stop hub for information that a progressive community needs.  We’re making more use of social 
media to keep the community up-to-date on news and events which are of interest.  Through 
Facebook we are connecting with a wider audience than previously which we are delighted with.  
Website    www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk is ‘growing’ with information every day     
 
Newsletter Our newsletter ‘EPPC News’ aims is to enlighten residents with information 

and provides regular updates on our activities.    
 
Annual Report A comprehensive annual report on our activities and financial performance  
 
Twitter  You can follow us on twitter @EastPeckhamPC   
 
Facebook  Our Facebook page is growing in popularity 
 
Noticeboard  Copies of our agendas are posted on our noticeboard in the Village centre 
 
Office  Our office is open 4 mornings each j a week during term times   
 
Meetings  We have a public participation ‘slot’ at each council meeting. 
 
Welcome Pack Our Welcome Pack is freely available in hard copy and on our website.  It 

contains information on the community and the Parish Council. 
 
Consultations Feedback is sought at all times and we attend village events to “spread the 

word” on the role of the Council and encourage people to participate in local 
affairs with specific local issues being explored. 

 
Publicity  We publish details of forthcoming events as widely as possible 
 
Liaison We work closely with TMBC, KCC, neighbouring Parish and Town Councils 

and other agencies on matters affecting our residents. 
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Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields 
The Playing Fields   
The Parish Council owns and maintains the Playing Fields, we also maintain the outdoor play 
equipment and cut back hedges bordering our land and trees when necessary.  The Playing Fields 
are a publicly owned open space where football and dog walking are major activities.  In recent 
years we have made a number of improvements such as better lighting, CCTV upgrade and 
drainage improvements.  We recognise the importance of this facility for the enjoyment of the 
community as a whole.  The Playing Fields are a non-income generating community asset and 
consist of 15 acres of open space, the tennis court, multi games area, youth shelter, fitness 
equipment, obstacle course and the children’s play areas.  The cost of their upkeep is included 
within our budget and they are open and free to use all year round.   

 
The Jubilee Hall 
The Jubilee Hall goes from strength to strength and consists of the Sports Hall, a Meeting Room, 
kitchen, changing rooms and toilet facilities.  We provide FREE WIFI and a large car park.  Income 
from hall hire meets day to day running costs which means that the complex costs less of your 
money to run.  We do however have an obligation to maintain this community asset so in our 
budget we do include funds for building and asset maintenance. 

We pride ourselves on providing great facilities and good value for money.  We intend to do all we 
can to make ensure the upward trend in bookings continues and every customer leaves happy.  
Why not consider the Jubilee Hall if you’re looking for a venue for a sports activity, children’s 
birthday party or a meeting? 
 
During 2019/2020 we continued with the upgrade of our facilities by making further improvements 
to our heating system and we will shortly be replacing the external doors and carrying out some 
maintenance work to the car park.  2020 will see the installation of new white goods, some 
decorating and more outdoor equipment.  We have risk assessments in place for the Jubilee Hall 
and outdoor equipment which is also subject to an annual ROSPA inspection; all of our equipment 
has been declared good, is fit for purpose and safe to use.   

Our janitors Debbie Jenner and Paul Kent continue to maintain the Jubilee Hall, Playing Fields and 
Car Park to high standards.  They are often called out during anti-social hours and we thank them 
for all they do.  Paul also helps coordinate proceedings during visits of the Borough Councils Bulky 
Refuse Freighter.  We also thank Michael Hayes who does a smashing job keeping the village and 
Playing Fields tidy and Colin and Rowena Jewhurst for providing holiday and sick leave cover. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Regular Activities 
Carers Group  Shape Up Fitness and Dance Paddock Wood Badminton Club 
Zumba   Bootcamp    Body Pump 
Circuit Training Table Tennis for Fun    East Peckham United Football Club  
Tai Chi   Gym Box    Baby and Toddler Group 
AFC Valour FC 
 
Contact details for our regular users can be found within the directory at the end of this report or 
we can help by putting you in contact with the regular user of the activity you are interested in 
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East Peckham Community Resilience 
 

There has been little progress on measures to reduce the risk of flooding.  Fortunately, although 
there was very heavy rain on a number of occasions over recent months, the current drainage 
system did manage to cope.  However, it was a close thing on several occasions, including a very 
near miss in December 2019 and it is very clear that further work is necessary to reduce the flood 
risk in East Peckham.   
 
We have a Community Emergency Plan; Help Team Members are familiar with its procedures so 
putting it into operation will be ‘instinctive’ should the need arise.  If you are a vulnerable person 
and think you will require additional help and support during an emergency, please let us know.   
 
Sandbag Containers: These are located in the Pippin Road and Pound Road Car Parks.  They 
will be opened should there be a risk of flooding by any Parish Councillor or Flood Warden.  
 
Would you be willing to help your community in an emergency?  Do you have a 4 Wheel 
Drive? Would you be willing to deliver sandbags?  Do you have a generator?  Do you have skills, 
which can be called upon?  If you can help in any way please let us know.   
 
Flood Wardens:  If you would like to become a flood warden or find out more please let us know.   
 
Flood Guidance: It is not always possible to eliminate flood risk, but steps can be taken to reduce 
flood damage and assist with recovery. Useful guidance notes are on our website. 
 
Defibrillators:  There are 3, which can be accessed by anyone who needs it.  The emergency 
services know its location and anyone requiring it will be given the access code by dialing 999.  
The defibrillators are located on the outside of the Jubilee Hall, in the village center and a third will 
be installed in Little Mill. 
 
East Peckham Flood Resilience Scheme:  The Environment Agency has been investigating a 
number of options to reduce flood risk in East Peckham and Little Mill. Whilst there is a technical 
option to reduce risk to homes and businesses, the cost is substantial which unfortunately the 
Environment Agency has been unable to source.  The Environment Agency is therefore 
proceeding with an East Peckham Flood Resilience Scheme and has identified approximately 300 
properties which might be eligible who they will be contacting direct.  If you are not contacted 
and think your property should be considered please contact the Environment Agency for 
more information via email to EPFRS@environment-agency.gov.uk. 

Are you flood aware?    
A Prepared Community is a Resilient Community 

 
Sign up for our free Flood Warning Service  
And receive advance flood warning messages to make sure you and your family have time to prepare and stay 
safe www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings  
 
See gov.uk/flood 
For more information on what to do before, during and after a flood, community flood plan templates, live flood 
maps and much more. 
 
Call Flood line 0345 988 1188 
To receive up-to-date information for your area during a flood or to register for our free Flood Warning Service. 
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EAST PECKHAM GARDEN COMPETITION 2020  

Attention all keen gardeners - good news:   Due to the popularity of this event, East 

Peckham Parish Council is once again hosting the annual Front Garden 

Competition.  If you missed out in previous years, then why not seize the 

opportunity this year?  If you think you may have green fingers, join in the fun and 

reap the rewards of all your hard efforts ……  but don’t forget to enter the 

competition. Just complete the Entry Form below, to be received at the Parish 

Council Office before closing date, Friday 29  May 20 . There are prizes to be won!  

The competition is free to enter and open to all  residents of East Peckham. The 

Parish Council judges will be basing their opinions and voting for just one category, 

‘The Best Front Garden’, which will take place during the week beginning Monday 

01 June 2020.   

 

GARDEN COMPETITION ENTRY FORM Best Front Garden - ‘Blooming Wonderful!’ 

Closing Date Friday 29 May 2020 Competition open to  all residents of East 

Peckham Entry Form to be posted through Parish Council Office letter box Jubilee 

Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT  

Name .............................................................................................  

Address ..........................................................................................  

........................................................................................................  

Tel:   ....................................................................  

Mob: ...................................................................  

 

 

 

20
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East Peckham Loyalty Scheme 
Our Loyalty Scheme is proving poplar.  Loyalty cards are available from the Parish Office 
and from participating shops and businesses which include Pams’ Pantry, Heavenly 
Glaze, Village Butcher & Stores, The Post Office, Country Fires, Headlocks Hair Design 
and Khan Spice. 
 
How it works  
- Participating traders each have an East Peckham Loyalty Scheme stamp   
- Every time you spend a qualifying amount your card is stamped 
- Once a card is full (6 stamps) you “post” the completed card into prize draw boxes or 
return the card to the Parish Office. 
- Once a quarter there will be a prize draw with three prizes consisting of vouchers which 
can be used at any of the participating shops and businesses in East Peckham 
 
It’s fun, easy to play and you support your local traders 
The aim of the scheme is to provide shoppers with an extra incentive to shop in East 
Peckham.  The scheme is a prize draw scheme, not a discount scheme and businesses 
are not actually giving money away to customers; it's all about promoting shopping locally 
and building support for local businesses. 
 
The cost of the scheme is funded by East Peckham Parish Council.  Participating 
businesses will receive an East Peckham Loyalty Card stamp, posters to go in their 
window and by the till, a supply of cards to give to customers for stamping and leaflets 
explaining the scheme to their customers. 
 
The prizes will be issued in vouchers (each denominated at £5) that are valid to spend with 
any of the participating members. Traders receiving vouchers can have them redeemed by 
presenting them to East Peckham Parish Council. 

 
 

Parish, Borough or County Council – Who Does What? 
Parish Council:    Allotments, Bus Shelters, Car Park (Jubilee Hall), 
councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk CCTV (Jubilee Hall), Christmas Lights, Jubilee Hall,  
www.eastpeckham_pc.gov.uk  Parish Seats, Playing Fields, Tennis Court, Play Areas  
Tel: 01622 871309    (Playing Fields), Footway Lighting,  War Memorial,  

Village Administration     
   

Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council: Bulk Waste Collection, Curran Hall Car Park, Council 
www.tmbc.gov.uk    Tax, Dog Waste Bins, Dog Wardens, Environmental  
Tel: 01732 844522    Health, Fly Tipping, Housing, Licensing, Pest Control, 

Planning Permission, Public Toilets, Recycling, Refuse 
Collection, Register of Electors, Street Cleaning   

 
Kent County Council:   Community Warden, Education, Grit Bins, Highways, 
www.kent.gov.uk    Libraries, Potholes, Register of Births, Deaths &  
Tel: 0300 041 4141    Marriages, Rights of Way (footpaths/bridleways) 
       Social Services, Street Lighting, Trading Standards 
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Schedule of Parish Council Meetings 
PLANNING COMMITTEE  FINANCE COMMITTEE  PARISH COUNCIL & PLANNING 
06 April 2020        20 April 2020 
18 May 2020    18 May 2020    18 May 2020 (AMPC) 
08 June 2020        15 June 2020 
06 July 2020        20 July 2020 
August – No Meetings 
07 September 2020       21 September 2020 
05 October 2020       19 October 2020 
02 November 2020       16 November 2020 
07 December 2020       14 December 2020 
04 January 2021   04 January 2021  18 January 2021 
01 February 2020       22 February 2021 
01 March 2021        15 March 2021 
19 April 2021        19 April 2021 
10 May 2021    10 May 2021 or 24 May 2021 24 May 2021 (AMPC) 
Annual Meeting of Allotment Holders  02 October 2020 
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Meet Your Councillors  
Chairman – Steph Watson  Deputy Chairman – Mick Barton 

Planning & Transportation Committee Chairman – Dale Fairless 
Finance Committee Chairman – Steph Watson 

    
 Mick Barton  Jonathan Bates Dale Fairless  

   
James Hockey Michael Ferguson Craig Matthews 

           
Steph Watson Emma Wilkinson Mark Williams  

   
     Sophie North 

 
More information about Parish Councillors is available on the 

 East Peckham Parish Council website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council Office, East Peckham Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT 

www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk, Twitter @EastPeckhamPC 
Parish Clerk KAREN BELL Tel: 01622 871309 

Email: councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
 

East Peckham Parish Office is open to the public 0900-12.00  
Monday to Friday.  Closed Wednesdays 

 
East Peckham Parish Council, Parish Office 

Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham 
TONBRIDGE, Kent TN12 5BT 

 
Parish Council papers may be viewed in the Parish Office on request; most are also now available online at 

www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.  Full details of dates and times of council and committee meetings appear in the calendar 
on the website at www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
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DIRECTORY 
We detail below a list of village contacts; this list is certainly not complete.  If you are a member of a group 
which is providing a service to the community please let us have your details.   
PERSON/ORGANISATION   CONTACT INFORMATION 
East Peckham Parish Council    01622 871309 concilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
Chairman, Steph Watson     01622 870154 stephanie.watson@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
 
MP Tom Tugendhat       tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council   01732 844522 www.tmbc.gov.uk 
Borough Councillors Howard Rogers   01732 850329 howard.rogers@tmbc.gov.uk 
   Janet Sergison   01732 851663 janet.sergison@tmbc.gov.uk 
   Jill Anderson   01732 850445 jill.anderson@tmbc.gov.uk  
Kent County Council     01622 696965 www.kent.gov.uk 
County Councillor Matthew Balfour    01732 870253   Matthew.Balfour@kent.gov.uk 
 
Hospitals 
Tunbridge Wells      0845 155 1000 
Maidstone      01622 290000 
Pembury      0845 755 1000 
 
Emergencies 
Electricity      0800 783 8866 
Environment Incident hotline    0800 807060 
National Flood line     0845 988 1188 
Community Warden     07969 584183 sandra.edmonds@kent.gov.uk  
Gas       0800 777 999 
Police        101 (NON-URGENT), 999 (URGENT) 
PCSO Linda Baker        linda.baker@kent.pnn.police.uk  
Wastewater (Southern Water)    0845 278 0845 
Water (South East Water)     0845 850 6060 
 
Services 
Citizens Advice Bureaux 08454 040506 www.adviceguide.org.uk  
Local Press - Community News column of The Courier  01622 872015 drjpage@btinternet.com  
Crime Stoppers      0800 555 111 
Dental Line      01892 517771 
Field Pharmacy      01622 871409 
East Peckham Library     03000 41 31 31 
Hi Kent,       01622 871883 
Hospice in the Weald     01892 820500 
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre   01892 838619 info@pwadvice.org 
Putlands Veterinary Surgery    01892 835456 
Social Services      01892 515045 
Trading Standards     08454 040506 
Victim Support      01622 690103 
Woodlands Health Centre     01892 833331 
NHS Direct/Emergency Prescriptions   111 
National Flood line      0845 988 1188  
 
Education 
East Peckham County Primary School   01622 871268 2164@east-peckham.kent.sch.uk 
Mascalls       01892 835366 
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Religion 
C of E, Holy Trinity Rev Anthony Carr   01622 871278 ht.ep.po@live.com 
Roman Catholic   Served by Tonbridge  01732 353984  
   St Anselm’s, Pembury  01892 825009   
The Methodist Church Rev John Butt   01622 871332  john.butt259@btinternet.com 
The Salvation Army: Territorial Envoy David Boyle  01622 872372 David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk 
 
Recreation & Social 
Allotments      01622 871309 councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
AFC Valour East Peckham      chris.russell@fil.com 
Bootcamp & fitness classes    01732 529654 susiefitta@gmail.com 
Boys Brigade      01622 872372/07927 096040 
Brownies      01892 51886 
Cameo Coffee Morning     01622 872372 David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk 
Carers Group      07969 584183 sandra.edmonds@kent.gov.uk 
Community Choir      01622 870199 
East Peckham Golf Society    01622 872031/07860947031 
East Peckham Flood Action Group    01622 871309  councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
East Peckham Guide Group      sharondavies31@aol.com 
East Peckham Magazine     01622 871113 garymartin@btinternet.com 
East Peckham Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs & Scouts) 01622 871890 preasom@btinternet.com 
East Peckham Silver Band    07528 072439 
East Peckham United Football Club (under 14’s)  07960 037495/07490 687973 
East Peckham Walkers Group    01622 871216  
Evergreens      01622 871781 
Friends of St Michaels Church    01622 871945  p.lawrence.801@btinternet.com 
Girls Brigade      01732 366671 
Gym Box      07803 409710 emmaflynn133@gmail.com 
Historical Society      01622 872111 
Pilates       01622 873432 felicity@fitstretchtone.co.uk 
Paddock Wood Badminton Club    01892 836731 andrew.kerr@grapesdirect.co.uk 
Rainbows        ep.rainbows@gmail.com 
Russett Players      01622 870199 russettplayers@gmail.com 
40+ Shape Up Fitness Class    Contact Parish Office for information 
Short Mat Bowls Club     01622 871781 
Street Singers      01622 831686 street.art@btinternet.com 
Table Tennis for Fun Club      
Trainers Badminton Club     01892 725681  annieatknowle@yahoo.co.uk 
Tree Warden      01622 871338 lyntonwright@gmail.com 
Twinning       01622 871309 councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
Wednesday All sorts     01622 872045 
Women’s Institute     01622 871991 
Zumba       07595 458272 
 
Hall Hire 
Jubilee Hall (Meeting Room, Sports Hall & Playing Fields) 01622 871309 councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk 
The Village Hall      01622 871321 
The Curran Hall & Methodist Hall    01622 871332 
Salvation Army Hall     01622 872372 David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 
Published by: East Peckham Parish Council 

Editor: Karen Bell 
Printed by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council 
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 

East Peckham Parish Council 

18 April 2019 (2018-2019)

Balance at Bank  286,413.01 
Audit Fees  820.00 
Chairmans Allowance  353.20 
Members Expenses  573.24 
Office (IT, equipment, stationery &  3,389.84 
Reference Books  199.37 
Newsletters & Annual Report  780.57 
Subscriptions  1,310.18 
Website, office 365 & App  1,705.40 
Training  635.90 
Insurance  1,900.00 
Staff Costs (PC)  25,734.24 
NNDR (JH)  4,936.04 
Outdoor Equipment Repairs/renewals  2,859.18 
Community Emergency Planning  1,781.25 
Village Planting  2,692.00 
Garden Competition  80.00 
Phase 4 JH Upgrade  3,200.00 
Phase 4 Environmental  2,000.00  2,700.00 
Minor Village Maintenance Fund  2,275.00 
Outdoor Equipment - New Activity  2,000.00 
Churchyard Maintenance (HT & St M)  3,155.00 
Village Grasscutting  1,032.50 
Garden of Remembrance  437.50 
Allotments  907.00  302.59 
Footway Lighting  7,681.75 
CCTV  790.00 
Christmas Lighting  5,017.85  9,419.06 
JH Running Costs (offset by income  11,197.50  11,088.51 
JH Building & Asset Maintenance  323.00  14,788.12 
Playing Fields & Outdoor Equipment  12,893.67 
Litter Clearing  1,985.93 
Village Youth Projects  757.61 
Community Grants & Donation  750.00 
Miscellaneous Provision  995.92 
Precept  140,000.00
Interest & Misc receipts  327.80
Expenditure from Earmarked  8,468.73 
Refund of VAT  14,545.51
JH Staff Costs  10,302.33 
125th Anniversay of EPPC  145.85 
East Peckham Loyalty Scheme  530.92 
VAT  15,415.62 

 174,318.66  160,867.02 
Closing Balances: 
Balances in Bank Account  299,864.65 

 460,731.67  460,731.67 TOTAL 
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 @EastPeckhamPc 

 Facebook   




