EAST PECKHAM
2015 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
WILL BE HELD
ON
TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2015
AT
7.00 P.M. – 10.00 P.M.
IN THE SPORTS HALL, PIPPIN ROAD, EAST PECKHAM, TN12 5BT

EVENT PROGRAMME
7.00 p.m.

Event Opens

7.15 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.

Opening address by the Chairman of the Parish Council

7.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m.

Presentation of the 2015 Awards

7.45 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.

An opportunity to speak to your Parish Councillors and visit the information
stands from village groups and organisations including:
The Environment Agency, East Peckham Flood Group, Paddock Wood
Community Advice Centre, East Peckham Pre-School, East Peckham
Carers Support Group and East Peckham Guide Group

10.00 p.m.

Close of Meeting

Refreshments consisting of a light buffet, wine. Teas, coffees and soft drinks
will be available throughout the evening
February 2015
STEPHANIE WATSON
Chairman
*If your group or organisation would like to reserve an information stand/table, simply email
admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01622 871309 as soon as possible to make your reservation

Chairman’s Report 2014 - 2015
Dear Resident
The last year 2014/2015 has been extremely busy from a council perspective. As usual there have
been some victories and some frustrations. The support of parishioners has been good to see. In
preparing this report, I went back over the last years’ minutes and agendas to remind myself of the
things we have considered, commented on and actioned. Several topics seem to appear month on
month, the state of some of our footpaths, muddy in winter, overgrown in summer, dog fouling,
planning applications - all carefully considered, the Playing Fields, the Jubilee Hall and its’ ongoing
maintenance and use by various local organisations and the defibrillator which thankfully remains
unused.
I and Penny Graham have worked tirelessly on the production and implementation of the new East
Peckham Community Emergency Plan and I would like to say many thanks to all those of you that
have volunteered and have been involved. In January we set our Precept, the amount of money
we ask for as part of the Council Tax set. Our budget for 2015-2016 increased slightly as we have
included for some additional items that we feel would benefit the community.
Some time ago the Parish Council set itself some targets one of which was to encourage members
of the Parish to engage with us at meetings, we changed our meeting format so that we would deal
with issues that concerned attendees first so that if they did not wish to through the rest of the
meeting they did not have to. The feedback that we have had from those who attended our
meetings has been positive. Another of our aims was better communication between the Parish
Council and the community. We hold monthly meetings to which you are all invited, our minutes
and agendas are published on our website, which has good viewing figures, the agendas are
posted on our noticeboard and we publish a monthly newsletter. We have also produced a very
useful Welcome Pack and our thanks go to Karen Bell for coordinating this.
Having served as Councillor for four years and as Chairman since December 2014, I have
renewed appreciation for the village. There is enormous community spirit in East Peckham and
many people doing so much to make this the happy, friendly place we all choose to live. During
the year we were sorry to receive the resignations of Holly Carey, Tim Roper and Graham
Haycock. Their enthusiastic participation in our work was appreciated, particularly from Graham
Haycock our former Chairman. We have co-opted Amanda and Murray Hodgson and we welcome
them as members.
It is a feature of the Parish that nothing stands still; there is always a desire to make things better.
One of the best examples is the efforts which have been made with the installation of the new
fingerposts, the youth shelter and the planting arrangements. Much of the Parish Council’s time is
spent on general housekeeping within the parish; I commend to you the wholehearted and skilful
work which our Clerk carries out, that we, myself included, take for granted. The past few months
as chairman have allowed me to truly appreciate the hard work of our parish clerk, so I would like
to thank her for all her help and support. I literally couldn't have done it without her.
It is often a thankless task being a parish councillor. But if it were not for people prepared to give
up many hours of their free time to pour over planning applications or battle with local council
officers for gullies to be unblocked, the village, indeed our democracy, would be much the worse
for it. Thank you to my fellow councillors for not only supporting me as chairman, but for all you do
for the village and for your selfless dedication and commitment to this parish. It has been a great
privilege to be your chairman. Our relationship with KCC and TMBC continues to be good and I
wish to thank our Borough and County Councillors Howard Rogers, Elizabeth Holland and Matthew
Balfour. Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support throughout the year, for your
contributions and for supporting the many clubs, societies and events which make our parish
special.
Stephanie Watson
2014-2015 Chairman (From December 2014),
East Peckham Parish Council

LOOKING BACK AT 2014

2014 was another hectic year; here is a short summary of some of the highlights.
YOUTH SHELTER: In February we installed a youth shelter on the Playing Fields
EMERGENCY PLANNING: Work continues on emergency planning, we now have our own Community Emergency
Plan and have set up an East Peckham Flood Warden Scheme.
VILLAGE PLANTING: Following the success of the planters which were placed at key village locations during the
summer of 2014, spring hanging baskets were installed in the village centre these will be followed in the summer with
hanging basket displays and more planters.
CCTV: We have made continued improvements to the village CCTV systems including the installation of a new camera
at the Jubilee Hall which is focusses on the tennis court and exit route of the car park. We also work with Kent Police
and have been able to share some useful footage with them
NEW FINGERPOSTS: During March the new fingerposts are due to be installed. We hope you will agree that these
bespoke finger posts will have a major architectural impact on East Peckham area and set a precedent for the rest of
rural Kent.
HALE STREET IMPROVEMENTS: After many discussions with Kent Highways, we were promised improvements to
the lower road narrowing in Hale Street (former Harp Public House); the work should have been carried out in February
2015. However following the discovery of a pipeline that is not shown on any of the statutory undertaker drawings the
work has been postponed. Apparently, the pipeline is connected to Gatwick and Heathrow Airports and is monitored by
an overhead helicopter. The contractor is trying to find a way round the problem, and we will let you know of any
developments as and when we hear about them.
PARISH PLAN: A big thank you to everyone who returned one of the Parish Plan questionnaires which were included
in the 2014 Annual Report. 28 questionnaires were returned from a distribution of at least 1,350 and with the exception
of one volunteer we received no other expressions of interests from anyone wishing to be part of the project.
Regrettably, we therefore decided that we would not spend any more time or resources on the Parish Plan. Some years
ago we received a grant of £2,131 and as a legacy to the Parish Plan this has been allocated towards a new notice
board for the Peckham Bush Area and towards the youth shelter. We analyzed the responses and feedback was
included in our August/September 2014 newsletter which you can download from our website.
DOG FOULING CAMPAIGN - Thoughtless Dog Owners – We’re watching you! New posters have gone up around
East Peckham the aim of which is to reduce dog fouling in the village. The campaign sets its sights on irresponsible dog
owners, with innovative glow-in-the-dark ‘eye’ posters designed to keep a constant watch on dog owners – day and
night! Recent research carried out by Keep Britain Tidy showed that dog walkers are more responsible, and pick up
after their dogs, when they think they are being watched. Research also suggested that dog fouling tends to occur at
night time and during the winter months, as some dog owners feel they can’t be seen ‘under the cover of darkness’.
On Monday 23 February, timed with the launch of the posters, Borough Council staff, Kent Community Warden Mandy
Harris, PCSO Toni Matthew, Borough Councillor Janet Sergison and Chairman of the Parish Council Stephanie Watson
carried out a ‘Bag & Flag’ event at the Playing Fields, along the footpath to The Freehold and the footpath that leads to
the Co-Op to record the number of dog fouling deposits. 84 deposits were bagged and flagged. There were a number of
dog walkers present who said they were really happy to see the campaign underway, adding that the dog fouling has
already reduced in the village after the posters had gone up. Further ‘Bag & Flag’ events will take place over the coming
weeks to monitor the effectiveness of the campaign. Results from other local authority areas using the posters have
shown a 46% reduction in dog fouling incidents.
We’re very pleased to be participating in this campaign which promises to be an effective way of changing people’s
behaviour and reducing incidents of dog fouling. Thankfully, most people do clear up after their dogs but we want to
send out a very clear message to the irresponsible few that fail to do so that we take a ‘zero-tolerance’ approach towards
dog fouling and anyone caught failing to clear up after their dog will be fined and, if necessary, prosecuted.

VISION - LOOKING AHEAD TO 2015

Some of our aims and objectives for 2015-2016 are as follows:
• To set a reasonable and sustainable precept for 2015-2016.
• To continue to improve the viability, sustainability, maintenance and use of the Jubilee Hall
• To consider possible reduction in services by TMBC and KCC and what we can do to maintain key services in the
village and mitigate any loss in services to East Peckham
• Continuing our work on Community Emergency Planning
• To decide key projects and investigate national and local funding streams, some projects for 2015 are as

follows:
o

o
o
o
o

o

Planting: Following the receipt of many compliments regarding the 2014 container arrangements the
council is expanding the project and will be embarking upon a series of planting projects such as hanging
baskets and more planters in the village.
Safety Surfacing repairs in the younger children’s play area
Phase 3 Jubilee Hall Upgrade: We will be carrying out improvements to the toilet facilities
Phase 3 Environmental Enhancements: We will be looking at installing hamlet markers and renovating
and relocating the existing milestone
Village Minor Maintenance Fund. By far the majority of complaints received by the Council relate to litter
clearing, overgrown vegetation and other minor maintenance issues, this fund will allow the council to
respond rapidly and in a more reactive way and will be used to supplement the services which are already
provided by the County and Borough Councils
Improvements to the Little Mill Area such as either a sandbag container or noticeboard
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Summer Playschemes are
a great way for children
aged 4–11 to have fun and
make friends over the long
summer holidays.
Monday 3 August –
Friday 21 August
9am–1pm
For further details please visit
www.tmbc.gov.uk
or contact the
Playscheme hotline on
01732 876166
or email
leisure.services@tmbc.gov.uk
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& MALLING
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www.tmbc.gov.uk
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EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL - WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE DO?

We are the first tier and the most accessible, proactive and reactive tier of governance in this country. We can do as
much or as little as we are able and serve our community directly and effectively. The 11 Councillors are elected every
four years and meet regularly to make decisions on the work and direction of the council. The Councillors are your
representatives, they have responsibilities in the village and our views are expressed to Tonbridge & Malling Borough
Council, Kent County Council, the Environment Agency, the Police Authority and Health Authorities. Our meetings are
open to the public and we urge you to come and discover the wide variety of topics that are discussed. We pursue a
policy through direct action or grant aid measures to improve and enhance the environment and condition of the village.
We are consulted on planning applications and on such things as schools, roads and planning enquiries. We have the
power to improve the community by spending money on things, which are in the interests of the parish or all or some of
our inhabitants and activities funded in this way include the playscheme and litter clearing. We welcome your input so
that we can reflect your views when discussing matters with other agencies and when identifying future objectives.
YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS: Are Lorraine Baseden, Peter Crawford, Claire Day, Penny Graham, Amanda Hodgson,
Murray Hodgson, Jenny Macdonald, Colin Silver, Peter Street and Steph Watson. During 2014 we said goodbye to Holly
Carey, Graham Haycock and Tim Roper and welcomed Amanda and Murray Hodgson.
HOW THE PARISH COUNCIL OPERATES: We continue to strive to improve our working methods and encourage more
involvement from residents. During 2015 we will be reviewing how we operate and how the Council is structured; we
want to generate greater public involvement at Council meetings and improve the speed of decision making. One of the
things we will be considering is the expansion of our portfolio system giving individual councillors specific responsibilities.
We believe the portfolios should reflect the needs of the Parish. The use of portfolios was implemented alongside
additions to our monthly agendas to give more feedback and comment on Parish issues, with regular reports from the
Police, our community warden and our borough and county Councillors. The public’s first port of call for any issues
should be to our Parish Clerk, who if not in a position to give an answer or decision immediately will be able to bring the
matter to the attention of the portfolio holder. Should consultation with the full council be required (as with many
decisions) the portfolio holder and Clerk will be able to research an issue and therefore make a recommendation.
LOCALISM: This aims to devolve to the Parish Council more power and decision making which we are keen to
embrace. We are very much aware of our role as the front of house within the community.
PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES: These are varied and many and include the following
*Running the Jubilee Hall complex, maintaining the East Peckham Playing Fields and outdoor equipment
*Maintenance of churchyards at Holy Trinity and St Michaels
*Maintenance of other open spaces in the village and some bus shelters
*Management of the allotments
*Consultee on all planning applications in the parish
*Act as a liaison between the community and other local organisations and Councils
*Produce a monthly newsletter and an annual report
*Nominate representatives to serve on local voluntary, public and community organisations
*Footway lighting
*Village CCTV
HOW TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: The Parish Office is located at the Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East
Peckham and is open weekday mornings during term times (except Wednesdays), telephone 01622 871309 or email
admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. Councillors can be contacted via our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
WELCOME PACK: Our Welcome Pack was published during the autumn of 2014 and is available free of charge from
The Parish Office and is also available on our website. We hope the pack will be useful whether you are new to the
village or if you have lived here most of your life. It is inevitable that some information will change, so we’ll try to keep
the important items up-to-date. We have tried to gather as much useful local information as possible, but would be
pleased to hear any suggestions you might have about what should be included in the pack.
NEWSLETTERS: Each year we issue 12 Newsletters, one of which is the Annual Report which is circulated to every
household in the parish. The other 11 are available from the Jubilee Hall, the Parish Office, the Library and the Village
Stores or can be downloaded from our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.

MEMBERS ALLOWANCES: The Parish Councillors are volunteers and do not receive a salary, they contribute a great
deal of time and energy to ensure the smooth running of the community. Members believe that their role is to serve the
community and they freely give up their time to do this. Legislation allows us to pay a Parish Basic Allowance to our
Chairman and to each of our Councillors, in January 2015, members unanimously agreed once again that they
WOULD NOT claim allowances; THIS DECISION REPRESENTS A SAVING OF AT LEAST £6,500.
FULL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS: The full Council oversees all Council activities. We also have a
Finance Committee and a Planning and Transportation Committee. We work towards improving community well-being
and providing better services at a local level. Our work falls into three main categories, these are, representing the local
community; delivering services to meet local needs and striving to improve quality of life in the community. Through a
range of powers, we can provide and maintain a variety of important and visible local services including allotments,
bridleways, burial grounds, bus shelters, car parks, commons, community transport schemes, crime reduction measures,
footpaths, leisure facilities, youth projects, open spaces, public lavatories, planning, street cleaning, street lighting,
tourism, traffic calming measures, village greens and litter bins. Residents are welcome to attend and speak at Parish
Council Meetings under the ‘Public’ section. A copy of the Agenda, together with notification of planning applications,
minutes of previous meetings and other information can be found on our website: www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. Copies
of agendas are also posted on our notice board. Parish Council Meetings are usually held on the third Monday of each
month (except August) in The Jubilee Hall Meeting Room, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT.
LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME: We want the Parish Council to be at the heart of the East Peckham community,
giving residents a voice and making them more involved in decisions that affect them. Our mission is to serve the
community as best we can making a difference to the lives of the people who live here. The Local Council Award
Scheme has been designed to celebrate the successes of the best local councils and provide a framework to support all
local councils to improve and develop to meet their full potential. The scheme offers councils the opportunity to show that
they meet the standards set by the sector and to put in place conditions for continued improvement. We have registered
for accreditation and our ambition is to be recognised as a parish council at the cutting edge of the sector and to be
involved in working with other councils to share best practice and drive up standards.
WEBSITE: Our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk, gives information on our activities including Meeting Information,
Agenda, Minutes, Planning Applications, Newsletters, Policies and useful contact details.
THE CIVIC FUNCTION: The Councillors and Clerk represent the village at various events throughout the year. In
addition to this we play an important civic role; in November, Councillors attend the Remembrance Day Service, Karen
Bell and Peter Street also attended Remembrance Commemorations in Chéreng our twinned village. In March,
Stephanie Watson, Peter Street and Peter Crawford attended the Annual Kent Civic Service.
ALLOTMENTS: Allotments are provided on land adjacent to the Playing Fields. There are currently a few vacant plots.
COUNCILLOR’S AREAS: Although your Councillors represent the village as a whole, for administrative and Emergency
Planning the village has been divided into the following areas:
• Hale Street, Bardsley Close, Hale Court, Medway Meadows & Cates Court
TBC
• Smithers Lane, Pattenden Gardens, Hop Bine Close, Smithers Court,
Beltring Road, Branbridges Road & Maidstone Road
P. Street
• Old Road, Strettitt Gardens, Pinkham & Pinkham Gardens
P. Crawford
• Addlestead Road, Chidley Cross Road, Caysers Croft & Tonbridge Road
TBC
• Pound Road, The Old Dairy & Snoll Hatch Road
C. Day
• Orchard Road, The Freehold, Red Roses, Marvillion & Crown Acres (Odds)
C. Silver
• Whitebine, Golding & Henham Gardens & Crown Acres (evens)
P. Graham
• Fell Mead, Stockenbury, Bramley Road, Pippin Road & Russett Road
S. Watson
• Hatches Lane, Bullen Lane, Bells Farm Road & Stanford Lane & Grove Close
J. Macdonald
• Westwood Road, Drage Road, William Luck Close & Cotman Way
TBC
• Old Church Lane, Court Lodge, Roydon Hall Road, Seven Mile Lane,
Bush Road, Martins Lane & Church Lane
L. Baseden
2014 POPPY APPEAL: The 2014 village appeal raised £3,837.30. Thanks to everyone who gave to the collection and
to Ann & Brian Buckland who organised the local appeal

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS: Council Representation is as follows:
Kent Association of Local Councils
Steph Watson, Peter Crawford & Peter Street
Action with Communities in Rural Kent
Steph Watson
Allotment Panel
Claire Day & Steph Watson
Village Tree Warden
Lynton Wright (Co-opted appointment)
Community Emergency Planning
Steph Watson & Penny Graham
Parish Partnership Panel
Steph Watson, Peter Crawford & Peter Street
Village Transport Representative
Claire Day
Crime Prevention Panel
Peter Street
Website
Peter Street & Karen Bell
Youth
Lorraine Baseden & Steph Watson
East Peckham Twinning Association
Peter Street & Karen Bell
This gives a flavour of the wide variety of activities with which the Parish Council is involved.
PLANNING: We are one of several statutory consultees whose comments are sought by the Borough Council on
planning applications. When planning applications are received our Planning and Transportation Committee will
consider the impact a proposal may have on the village in general planning terms and make a recommendation as to
whether an application should be approved. It is then up to the Borough Councils planning experts to make the decision.
Planning Applicants are encouraged to address the Parish Council, either in person or in writing, when their application
is to be considered. Details of all applications, including associated documents, may be found on the Borough Councils
website www.tmbc.gov.uk. During the year we asked the Borough Council to review enforcement needs at several sites
including the caravan at the rear of the Rose and Crown Public House and the redevelopment of the Rose and Crown.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD: The notice board in The Pound is for advertising notices and events. Please remember to
remove notices as soon as an event has taken place. The notice board is not for business use or for the sale of goods.
MAKE YOUR MARK IN THE 2015 LOCAL ELECTIONS: A Parish election is due to be held on 07 May 2015, this is
your chance to have your voice heard. Surveys reveal that while many people want a say in how their area is run, many
do not even know who their councillors are. We have been holding a series of open days to explain what the parish
council is, who your councillors are and what is involved in being a councillor.
Many people may think their opinions don’t count and public statements over the years have further reduced the hope
that local action can or will make any difference. The answer is – you vote, you decide. It’s an important way of having
your say on the issues you care about and choosing who will take decisions on your behalf.
On 07 May 2015, provided the election is contested, that is more than 11 candidates stand for election, you will be asked
to vote for someone to represent your views, so the message is – come along to our meetings - get involved and find
out. If you don’t want to become a Parish Councillor, you might know someone who does. By voting and getting
involved, you might be able to ensure a better service. Not voting is inviting someone else to tell you how your life and
community should be run.
2015 AWARDS: Our warmest congratulations to this years award winners who are as follows:
Citizenship Award
This is awarded to a pupil at the primary school; the 2014 award
was presented to Lucy Penfold.
Billy Can Shields

Youth Award
Senior Award

Sharon Davies for her work with the Guide Group
Sylvia Papworth and Marion Ridley for their work for the
Evergreens Group

Community Awards

KALC Award

Peter Street & the Street Singers for their fundraising which has
raised thousands of pounds for village organisations

Parish Council Award

Philip and Jean Easom for over 30 years work for Scouting in East
Peckham and for organising the annual Remembrance Parade

2014 CHRISTMAS: The Christmas lights provided pleasure over the Christmas period. Our thanks go to Tonbridge &
Malling Borough Council, Brookside Garden Centre, Mark Edwards, RBS Electrical Contractors, Steve New (Village
Stores), Bourne Produce, Nikki Kearns (Heavenly Glaze) and Kent Library Services for assisting us. We would
particularly like to thank Brookside Garden Centre for donating the Village Christmas tree and to offer our
congratulations to them for their splendid Christmas Grotto which was again nationally recognised as one of the best.
On 12 December, back by popular demand was the singing of Christmas Songs in the Village centre; we were delighted
to co-host the event with the Street Singers and the East Peckham Silver Band. Two of the highlights was the children
singing ‘Let it Go’ from the Disney Film Frozen and the ‘Sweet Fairies’ who distributed chocolates to the children.
Afterwards, everyone was invited into The Merry Boys Public House for refreshments. We funded the event and hope
everyone who came enjoyed it. In addition to our Christmas motifs and the lighting of the trees in The Pound, 2014 saw
the welcome return of the Village Christmas tree which did look magnificent and new for 2014 were the solar powered
Christmas trees. Unfortunately, because we do not own the land and there is no energy supply which we can use, we
have had to rule out the use of the land by the parade of shops in The Pound for the time being.
EAST PECKHAM CARERS SUPPORT GROUP: The Group was set up in July 2011 as a direct result of Marion
Sorfleet’s own experience as a carer for her husband. After the loss of her husband Marion attended many groups and
meetings throughout Kent all related to help for carers and spoke to many groups on their behalf as to what may or may
not be helpful. At one in County Hall Maidstone she voiced a desire to try and have some kind of helpful group in East
Peckham.
In April 2011 Marion approached the Parish Council with her idea and with evidence of support from a group called
Carers’ First who are the main trained advisors for the unpaid family members who give 24/7 of their care and in July
2011 East Peckham Support Group was born. Since then, many people within and from the surrounding areas of East
Peckham have sought and been helped by Carers First in many ways hitherto unaware of before. Recently due to illness
Marion together with Shelley Creasey the Trained Carers’ First Advisor have discussed how best to continue this much
needed group. Shelley has discussed it with her senior manager who has authorised Shelley to attend and support
Marion with her group on a regular basis. This appears to be the only group of its kind to be up and running and Carers’
First wish to give it their full backing.
The Parish Council has agreed that as this is voluntary non-profit making group, intended solely for the help and
wellbeing of the local community, that the Carers Group can have free use of the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room for their
monthly group meetings.
East Peckham Carers Support Group
This group is now well into its fourth year of helping those people who
freely care for others in need, during which time many people over a wide
range have received valuable help and support.
If you are one of those caring souls who find yourself
wondering…..”Where, how, who or what if ….?” Before desperation
seeks you out, why not drop in and see what help is out there for you?

Carers Support Group
FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
From 10:30 until Noon
Are you an unpaid carer, do you support a loved one, friend
or neighbour to cope with an illness, disability or emotional
issue?
Come along to the Carers Support group for a cup of tea or
coffee,
A biscuit and a friendly chat,
Everyone is welcome as and when their need arises
The person you care for is also welcome to come along.
A support Worker from CarersFIRST will be there each month
to share
their knowledge of benefits, form filling and assessments.
1-1 Support can be offered whenever needed.
Just come along to the Jubilee Hall, Pippin
Road, East Peckham
Or
Call Marion on 01622 871831,
Alternatively you can call
CarersFIRST on 0300 303 1555

JUBILEE HALL, SPORTS HALL & PLAYING FIELDS

The Jubilee Hall comprises of the Sports Hall and Meeting Room with separate kitchen, changing rooms and toilet
facilities. Whilst recognising that the Jubilee Hall is a community asset we feel that the users should contribute more
towards the upkeep of the facilities especially those who are non-East Peckham residents. We are pleased to report that
year on year the Jubilee Hall costs our residents less money to run.
Weekly activities include keep fit, Zumba, gym, badminton, bowls, Parent & Toddler group, a goalkeeping school and a
monthly Carers Group. Our football pitches are used by The East Peckham Football team and we have super fitness
and play equipment for all ages. The playing fields are an ideal location for a picnic on a sunny day. Why not consider
the Jubilee Hall if you are looking for a venue for an activity such as a book club, birthday party or a meeting. Please
contact us if you would like to find out more about our fabulous facilities. We will be happy to provide details of
availability and arrange for you to have a tour of the facilities.
We continue to receive complaints about dog fouling and dogs off leads. In February with support from Tonbridge and
Malling Borough Council and Keep Britain Tidy we launched our ‘We’re Watching You’ Dog Fouling Campaign and you
may have seen our special glow in the dark posters. Dog fouling is nasty, unpleasant, irresponsible and antisocial. We
would urge you to notify us, the borough council’s dog warden or the community warden if you witness any incidents of
dog fouling. Subject to availability, we have dog bags which we are happy to provide free of charge.
Sadly, we must draw attention to vandalism and anti-social behaviour in the Jubilee Hall Car Park and on the Playing
Fields. Unfortunately not only do we have to spend a great deal of time and money, your money, dealing with these
incidents and carrying out repairs but these incidents cause intolerable disturbances to nearby residents. If you witness
any acts of vandalism or anti-social behaviour please report it to us, the police, or to our Community Warden. The CCTV
system has been upgraded and is providing improved images which are helping to identify those responsible.
We have installed a defibrillator on the outside of the Jubilee Hall which can be quickly accessed by anyone who needs
it. The emergency services know of its location and anyone requiring it will be given the access code by dialing 999.
We run a training programme for anyone who wishes to know how to use it. The aim is to train as many people as
possible. There is no charge for the training, if you would like to find out more please let us know. We have an
excellent trainer and everyone who has attended the training has benefitted from the instruction.
Our key objectives for the Jubilee hall are to continue to maintain the complex as a Community Asset, to raise money
through grants to expand the facilities and to have a bank of volunteers who can be called on to put on village events.
We have some fantastic ideas but we do need extra help. Some ideas we have are family fun days, car boot sales,
cinema presentations, fireworks and an integral screen in the Jubilee Hall, which will enable us to hold film shows and be
an attractive facility for hall hirers who look for value added betterment for their cash.
We have continued with programmed maintenance work and phase 2 of our decoration works which has improved the
building. Phase 3 will be carried out during 2015 and will consist of an upgrade of the toilet facilities and improvements
to the safety surfacing in the younger children’s play area. We have in place risk assessments for the Jubilee Hall and
outdoor equipment which is also subject to an annual ROSPA inspection; we are pleased that the equipment has been
declared ‘good’ meaning that the equipment is fit for purpose and safe to use. This year has seen the beginning of a
phased programme to improve apparatus provision together with the installation of a fabulous youth shelter. Hopefully,
this is the beginning of an ongoing improvement programme that will provide recreational facilities for all age groups, our
plans for the future include the installation of activity stations around the perimeter of the playing fields. .
Feedback shows that many of our customers find out about us through word of mouth recommendations and our
website continues to be an important factor in attracting new business. We have been grateful to receive many
compliments and thank yous from satisfied Customers. Regular bookings have also seen an increase. We intend to do
all we can to make sure the upward trend in bookings continues and every customer leaves happy. We will continue to
provide complimentary event organisation support to customers, recommend local suppliers and develop a handy blog
full of tips on event planning. We pride ourselves on providing great value and modern facilities.
Debbie Jenner, Paul Kent and Margaret Phillips our janitorial team have continued to maintain the Jubilee Hall and
Playing Fields to the highest standards. Debbie, Paul and Margaret are often called out during anti-social hours and we
thank them most sincerely for all that they do. Recently we welcomed Michael Hayes to our team; Michael will be
clearing the car park and playing fields of litter on a twice weekly basis and providing extra help during school holidays.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANNING

Whilst we are grateful that significant progress has been made on our defences, we will continue to do all we can to see
how we can improve the existing protection and exert pressure on others to do the same.
UPDATE FROM THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY: On 28 January 2015, the Environment Agency advised as follows:
• The flooding during Christmas 2013 improved the EA’s understanding of flooding in East Peckham and they used
this new knowledge to improve the flood alleviation proposals for the community.
• The works were originally designed to protect homes in Old Road and Medway Meadows and they are now
widening the scheme to benefit 42 homes in Little Mill and 50 businesses at Branbridges Industrial Estate. The EA
hope that this coupled with improvements to the Coult Stream dam will provide a comprehensive solution for East
Peckham.
• Given the large scale of the scheme, the EA will be reviewing the business case including the benefits and costs.
They expect to complete this work by April and this means they will delay the outline design until 2016-2017 and will
then consult with the East Peckham Community.
• Funding will rely on the position of the project within the national priority list however they have already started to
approach businesses and met with the chair of the Local Enterprise Partnership to seek funding and improve the
projects standing.
• The EA are of the opinion that the measures described above will significantly reduce the risk of flooding in East
Peckham.
NEW COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN: The new Community Emergency Plan is to be published shortly and will be
launched at the Annual Parish Meeting. This important document has been produced thanks to a hard working team led
by Stephanie Watson and Penny Graham and our thanks and appreciation go to all those in our community who have
offered equipment, skills and accommodation. In the case of an emergency the plan will spring into action. If you are a
vulnerable person and think you will require additional help and support during an emergency and have not yet advised
us, please let us know.
SANDBAG CONTAINERS: These are located in the Jubilee Hall and Curran Hall car parks. The containers will be
opened should there be a risk of flooding. We are currently considering installing a container in the Little Mill area, at the
time of preparing this report we believe we may have identified a possible site and are in discussions with the
landowners and Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council.
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY IN AN EMERGENCY? Do you have a 4 Wheel Drive?
Would you be willing to deliver sandbags? Do you have a generator? Do you have skills, which can be called upon? If
you can help in any way please let us know.
FLOOD WARDEN SCHEME: If you would like to become a flood warden or find out more please let us know. Free
training is available and all flood wardens will be given a flood preparedness kit.
FLOOD WARNINGS: The Environment Agency has changed the Flood Warning Area boundaries for communities at
risk of flooding. The improvements will make Flood Warnings more specific allowing individuals to understand their risk,
the developing situation and to take action. From autumn 2014, where there is a risk of flooding from the River Medway
and River Bourne, people will receive ONE Flood Warning. The warning message will contain information on the river
causing flood risk. When there is a risk of flooding to properties within Beltring and the Hop Farm Family Park, a Flood
Warning will also be issued. When receiving a Flood Warning, you should take immediate action. You should not wait
for a Severe Flood Warning. The EA will continue to use the three stage Flood Warning service – Flood Alert, Flood
Warning and Severe Flood Warning. People will receive Flood Alerts and Warnings in the same way – through
telephone, text, email, fax and/or pager. Information on the situation will be displayed on their website, through social
media and by calling Floodline. Residents can sign up to the Environment Agency’s floodline service by calling 0845 988
1188 or by visiting the Environment Agencies website.
FLOOD GUIDANCE: While it may not always be possible to eliminate the risk of flooding, many steps can be taken to
reduce the risk of flood damage and assist with recovery. You will find useful guidance notes on the parish council’s
website.

FINANCE

2013/2014
Our finances are in good shape and residents can be assured that public money is being carefully looked after. Our
cash holdings at 31 March 2014 amounted to £195,456, after deducting our earmarked reserves which totaled £78,273,
our net reserves were £117,183. Our audited accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2014 are available on our
website.
2014/2015
Our accounts for the year to 31 March 2015 will be included in a summer newsletter and published on our website.
SECTION 137 PAYMENTS: This allowed us to spend up to £7.20 per elector for the benefit of people within East
Peckham on activities or projects not specifically authorized by other powers. Items paid for using these powers during
2014/2015 included our contribution towards the 2014 Summer Playscheme and some litter clearing
PARISH COUNCIL HELPING GOOD CAUSES: During 2014/2015 we made donations to the Royal British Legion,
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Councils Y2 Summer Crew Scheme, Tonbridge & Malling Crime Prevention Panel,
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre and Hospice in the Weald.
COMMUNITY GRANTS: If your group or organisation would like to apply for a small grant please visit the councils
website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk where you will find details of our grants policy and the application form. Since the
introduction of our new grants scheme, grants have been awarded to the East Peckham Scout Group, East Peckham
Boys Brigade, the East Peckham Twinning Association, the Russett Players, Friends of East Peckham School, East
Peckham Pre-School and the East Peckham Girls Brigade.
2015/2016
FUNDING: We receive funds from a number of sources, these are
Concurrent Functions Grant: This is a grant from Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council and is used to help fund
items such as footway lighting, churchyards and open spaces. The amount we will receive in 2015/2016 is £9,567 but
unfortunately this grant no longer meets all of the costs of maintaining the churchyard, the village open spaces or the
footway streetlights and this shortfall has to be included within our precept.
Council Tax Support Grant: This is another grant from Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. In 2013/2014 Council
Tax Support replaced Council Tax Benefits which affected the method of calculating the Tax Base which reduced the
number of Band D equivalents in East Peckham and Council Tax Income. To compensate for this we receive a grant
which we use to offset some of our expenditure, in 2015/2016 the grant will be £8,675.
Hall Hire: This is income from bookings at the Jubilee Hall and meets the day to day running costs of the Jubilee Hall.
Precept: This is collected for us by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council as part of the Council Tax. In January
2015, we set our Precept at £110,274 an increase of 1.07% on our precept for 2014/2015 which was £109,110.
Although any increase is regrettable we do believe that our budget for 2015-2016 is sustainable and realistic and allows
us the opportunity to provide the village with projects and activities that the vast majority of people will welcome and
appreciate. A full breakdown of our budget is on our website
How does the 2015-2016 Parish Precept affect you?
The precept (£110,274) is divided by the council tax base (1,242.70) and this is added to your council tax bills as follows:
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013-2014
2014-2015
2015-2016
£129,525
£100,877
£107,440
£109,110
£110,274
Band D equivalents
1,356.93
1,341.35
1,241.22
1,233.90
1,242.70
Band A (6/9)
£63.64
£50.14
£57.71
£58.95
£59.14
Band B (7/9)
£74.24
£58.49
£67.32
£68.78
£69.02
Band C (8/9)
£84.85
£66.85
£76.94
£78.60
£78.88
Band D (9/9)
£95.45
£75.21
£86.56
£88.43
£88.74
Band E (11/9)
£116.66
£91.92
£105.80
£108.08
£108.46
Band F (13/9)
£137.88
£108.63
£125.03
£127.73
£128.18
Band G (15/9)
£159.09
£125.34
£144.27
£147.38
£147.90
Band H (18/9)
£190.91
£150.41
£173.12
£176.86
£177.48

USEFUL INFORMATION

EAST PECKHAM RIVER WALK: Find out how the River Medway has played a role in the lives of people throughout the
ages on this 4.7 km walk which starts and finishes in the village. The walk is fairly flat but there are a few steps up and
down the bridges that cross the river. Look out for the Man of Kent Pub, the River Bourne and the Hop Farm.
EAST PECKHAM FOOTPATHS: Overgrown hedgerows are a blessing for insects, birds and wild animals for walkers it
can mean difficult progress. Why not pop some secateurs in your pocket and make use of them whenever you feel the
need. If you come across any problems please let Kent County Council know. The network of paths in The Parish is
well used by those who live in and visit the area. This year we have had a particular problem with overgrown vegetation
fallen trees and fly tipping. We are continually thankful for the efforts of local landowners, who help keep paths clear
from vegetation and blockages and who help us appreciate the joys and value of our countryside. Let us all use the
opportunities available to us in our countryside in a fair and responsible manner. It is still depressing to report that dog
fouling remains a problem on some of our public footpaths. Dog mess around and on paths is quite inexcusable it is not
merely unpleasant it is a health hazard and illegal. Most rights of way users have due regard to fellow users.
Occasionally there is need to remind folks that the ‘rules of the network’ are that cycles should give way to horse riders
and that both categories should give way to walkers.
POTHOLES AND HIGHWAYS ISSUES: Prolonged and heavy downpours batter our roads causing extensive damage.
Kent County Council looks after more than 3,000 miles of roads across Kent so it’s a massive job but fixing potholes is
their number one priority. If you spot a pothole report it and Kent County Council will sort it.
GRIT BINS: Kent Highways owns and fills the grit bins around the parish. The salt and sand mix is for use on the
highway. If you witness large amounts being taken for personal use, please contact the Police on 101.
RECYCLING FACILITY: Household Waste Recycling Centres (or Civic Amenity Sites) are provided by the county
council for the disposal of waste which is either too large or too bulky to be accepted by the normal collections. Your
nearest site is at North Farm, Tonbridge Wells.
POLICE INFORMATION: Crime is low in this area, and we hope that it will continue to be so for many years, but we
have to be vigilant, and take whatever steps we can to prevent things from happening. Simple things like, checking
doors are locked, not leaving windows open and locking garden sheds will help stop the opportunist thief. If you can
afford it, fit better quality locks, alarms and CCTV. The harder we make it, the harder it is for Criminals. If you see
something out of place, or someone you don’t trust, give the Police or community warden a ring. Something you see
could be the last piece of Intelligence they need to solve a Crime. Intelligence is power, and the more we know the
greater the difference we can make. If we don’t know something we can’t do anything to solve the problem. Both the
Police and Community Warden are there to help you live in the comfort and in the way you want to.
SCAMS: Kent Police has issued the following advice on how to better protect yourself against unwanted calls:
Be sceptical, Take your time, Know who you are dealing with, Protect your financial information
If you want assistance in finding out if it is a scam contact Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06, If you want to cut
the junk contact: - Mailings - 0845 703 4599 or www.mpsonline.org.uk (Registration is free), Telephone Calls - 0845
070 0707 or www.tpsonline.org.uk (Registration is free). You can also contact your telephone company to block callers
who withhold their number or for Text/SMS - 0845 070 0707 or www.tpsonline.org.uk. If you then receive a message you
don’t want you can reply with the word STOP. Email - if you would like advice go to www.getsafeonline.org
A BRIDGE OVER THE STREAM by Margaret Lawrence: Copies of this book written to celebrate the centenary of the
Parish Council are still available at £5.00 each from the Parish Office. All proceeds go to the Primary School.
THE LIVES THEY LEFT BEHIND by Margaret Lawrence: Copies of this book written as a tribute to the East Peckham
men of two wars are available at £10.00 each from the Parish Office, the Village Stores and other outlets within the
village. All proceeds go to Help for Heroes.

REPORTS
EAST PECKHAM LIBRARY
As you will have seen in the local media, Kent County Council is changing the way it delivers many of its services, as
well as looking to reduce overall costs. One such service is the Library. Kent County Council is considering how best to
provide this service in the future in Kent; its preferred option is to set up a Charitable Trust. Apparently this offers
greater flexibility and a wider access to funding. Kent County Council ran a public consultation from mid-January to early
April seeking comments and feedback on the proposals. The Parish Council made a submission. No doubt we will learn
the outcome of the consultation process in the coming months. The Parish Council will continue to monitor
developments and provide input to Kent County Council. The relevant website is www.kent.gov.uk/lraconsultation.
The East Peckham library continues to host a Book Lovers group on the first Monday of every month. For more
information please telephone me on 01622 871494 or send me an email to penny.graham@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
Penny Graham
Parish Councillor
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Health and Social care are very much in the news these days, a relevant factor being how best to meet the needs of our
increasing ageing population. The Parish Council endeavours to monitor health and social care issues relevant to our
village. Did you know that there is a forum for the pubic to give their comments and feedback on the services provided by
the NHS? It is called Healthwatch Kent. It’s an independent organisation set up to champion the views of patients and
social care users across Kent – improving them today or helping to shape them for tomorrow.
Healthwatch has a FREE information and Signposting service that can help you navigate Kent’s complicated health and
social care system, to help you find and access the services that are available to you. Call Healthwatch on 0808 801
0102 or email info@healthwatchkent.co.uk.
If you would like to know about Healthwatch Kent and perhaps become involved please telephone me on 01622 871494
or send me an email to penny.graham@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
Penny Graham
Parish Councillor
SALVATION ARMY

Located in the Freehold, East Peckham Salvation Army is a church and charity rolled into one.
We hold services every Sunday along with a ladies meeting every Thursday evening.
On a Thursday
morning the hall is open from 10-30am – 12noon for tea, coffee and a chat. A two course lunch is served on
the last Thursday of each month at 12noon priced £3-00. There is no need to book, just turn up. A new craft
club has just started on the last Tuesday of each month. The club is held at 25, Crown Acres from 2-30 – 430.
Special events and meetings are held throughout the year including worship meals, quiz nights, breakfasts,
fish and chip supper, open house. Details of all services, special events and regular activities can found in the
village magazine or on the notice board outside the hall.
With a friendly and relaxed atmosphere, all are welcome to attend any service or activity. As a church,
dedications and funerals can be conducted in our hall. However, we are not licensed for weddings.
If you would like to know more please call Territorial Envoy David Boyle on 01622 872372.
David Boyle
Territorial Envoy

EAST PECKHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Dear Friends
East Peckham is twinned with Chéreng a small town located in the department of Nord of the French region Nord-Pasde-Calais. Chéreng is located in the township of Lannoy part of the district of Lille.
The population of Chéreng was 3,033 in 2007. The population density of Chéreng is 725.60 inhabitants per km². The
number of houses in Chéreng was 1,140 in 2007. These homes consist of 1 105 main residences and 35 vacant homes.

This year has provided many opportunities to share occasions with our friends in Chéreng, those of note have included
school activities between our primary school and those in Chéreng, joint concert between EP Silver Band and the
Chéreng Harmonie, participation at Remembrance events both in East Peckham and in Chéreng, visit to London and the
annual Chéreng carnival. All of the events create closer ties and friendships, increasing cultural understanding and
associations that will remain a legacy for the future.
Twinning is very much a part of East Peckham and we hope that we are able to count on your support. Anyone
interested can join the East Peckham Twinning Association and membership of the association is currently free.
Members receive a monthly Twinning News email. The Committee is unable to put on events without a great deal of
help, we will of course support individuals, groups and organisations with twinning activities and can provide a link with
our friends in Chéreng. We would like to create a bank of volunteers who we can call on from time to time, if you can
and would like to help in any way please let us know, for instance you might be able to provide overnight
accommodation to French guests, if you can speak French, you might like to start a French beginner’s class, perhaps
you would like to help with hospitality when our Chéreng visitors visit or help with walking tours
There are some forthcoming events which you might be interested in some will also afford you the opportunity to either
visit Chéreng or to welcome people of Chéreng to East Peckham, these are as follows:
22 April 2015
East Peckham Twinning Association AGM, 2.30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the
Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT.
09 May 2015

September 2015

A walking group from Chéreng will be visiting East Peckham for an afternoon walk in our
countryside. You are more than welcome to join them. We will however need an idea of
numbers in advance.

Fun Day takes place in Chéreng. We are all invited to attend. We would like to organise a
coach trip to Lille and the Fun Day and would be pleased to hear from you if this is something
that you would be interested in
For more information please send an email to admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01622 871309
Karen Bell
Secretary & Treasurer East Peckham Twinning Association

EAST PECKHAM MAGAZINE
Our ‘little’ village magazine run by the people of East Peckham for the people of East Peckham –
an autonomous publication. The only person to receive any remuneration is our Tonbridge
based printer. It is funded by our generous and thoughtful advertisers and subscribers who
wish to support the village. We also receive funds from over the counter sales at The Village
Butcher & Store, Newsagents, Library and The Bush Blackbird &Thrush. Our intention is to
provide our readers with an informative insight into what goes on in the village and the myriad
of activities available to them.
It is with regret that the cost of 50p per copy had to be raised to 70p, but for this extra 20p we
are able to maintain a high standard, increase the number of pages and see the return of the
two-page East Peckham Information and Contact Details, not to mention that we have to keep
pace with inflation and constant rising prices. We do not receive funding from any other
sources, which enables us the enjoyment of complete freedom in so much as we are not tied by
any allegiance or affiliation to any governing bodies or organisations.
Including the cover the publication consists of 52 pages and the subscription is £7 per annum.
This represents a small saving to our loyal subscribers of £1.40 p.a. or looking at it from a
different angle, two magazines free p.a. As a service to our subscribers, the Magazine is
delivered to the door (locally) free of charge by our distributors, who unfailingly carry out this
task throughout the year despite any adverse weather conditions.
During 2014, for the first time, we entered The National Parish Magazine Awards. All entries
consisted of two different publications selected from the months Feb - July 2014 to be received
by the judges prior to the end of July 2014. The results were published last December. We were
placed 9th out of more than 600 entries. Not bad I suppose, but as ‘New kid on the block’
should we have expected much more? Maybe we stand a better chance in 2015 of attaining a
higher position?
Your input is essential! Don’t just sit back and leave it to the few. The backbone and mainstay
of this magazine are our regular contributors: The 3 Churches (The Holy Trinity, The Methodist
Church and the Salvation Army): Felicity Milligan (Keep Fit): Hilary Newman (Garden Notebook):
Lynton Wright (Nature Report): The Rambling Old Shepherd (Farming Topics, plus). Also very
worthy of a mention are: The Doyen, Eileen Corke, Paul Harfleet, John P, Mary Acott, Clubs and
Organisations for their written contributions throughout the year and thank you to all those
who have sent in photographs, postcards and illustrations, so very necessary for the production
of an attractive and informative publication.
Both written and/or photographic contributions are to be received by the 14th of the month
prior to publication, but earlier the better to avoid disappointment. If you know of any friends,
neighbours or anyone new to the village, please encourage them to subscribe to our Magazine.
We need them, but at the same time maybe we can provide them with a healthy insight as to
what the village has to offer and possibly benefit each and every one of us. Contact details are
printed every month on the inside front cover.
We are so very lucky that in this country we all have a voice. Help us to produce a publication
that you enjoy reading and responding to.
Serina Page, Editor, East Peckham (Parish) Magazine

CRIME PREVENTION PANEL
The Crime Prevention Panel generally provides information to enable simple measures
and advice to be available to the public, usually with displays and discussions with
members of the public at events such as village fêtes and shopping centres. These
usually take place alongside the police and other agencies through the year.
Although we have low crime statistics in East Peckham, helped by the County's multi
agency approach we have been absorbing the impact of change to the now familiar ASBO
remedy for antisocial behaviour through the Anti-Social Behaviour Bill 2014 which will
introduce the Injunction to Prevent Nuisance & Annoyance, and the Criminal
Behaviour Order
The Injunction to Prevent Nuisance & Annoyance (IPNA) is a civil injunction available in
the County Court for adults and the Youth Court for under 18s. The Criminal Behaviour
Order (CBO) will be available to deal with the most seriously anti-social individuals on
conviction for any criminal offence. As well as prohibitions, both the IPNA and CBO will be
able to include positive requirements that can address the underlying causes of the
behaviour and prevent future recurrences (for instance, alcohol or drugs misuse).
All of this is changes to simplify procedures available to the authorities in dealing with
antisocial and criminal behaviour.
It will be interesting to see how this develops in dealing with these problems and we will
know more during the summer of 2015.
Peter Street
Parish Councillor & Chairman of the Tonbridge and Malling Crime Prevention Panel
February 2015

East Peckham Methodist Church
and Community Centre
Our Current building is in need of some major work. Because of this we are
seeking to rebuild for the future. What facilities/designs would you like to see a
new improved building.
Please dream dreams – share your ideas for the future - some of your dreams may
not able to be incorporated into the new build for a variety of reasons but share
them anyway.
We need you to tell us what would help you in your groups and activities.
Please fill in as much as you are able. If you would like to chat to someone about
the project have a word with our minister, John, or one of the Stewards.

[ie. changing facilities /different type of floor etc.]

[Describe what you would like to see and feel as you approach and enter the building]

[Give names of contacts if possible]

Another questionnaire has been prepared for Church users. Please feel free to fill
in both.

Accessible to everyone
Baby Change Facilities
Changing Facilities/Shower
Coffee Lounge
Computer Room
Eco Friendly [Heating etc.]
Facilities for Showing Films etc.
Fairtrade
Foyer/Reception Area
Kitchen – Able to cater for large groups
Kitchen – Separate for Coffee etc.

Prayer Room – always available when
the building is in use
Quiet Room/Space
Small Meeting Room[s]
Sprung floor [for dancers]
Stage
Storage
Wifi Access
Other Please State:
…...............................................
…................................................

Lounge area
Multi-purpose hall – one suitable for
larger meetings/worship/activities/
games etc.

…...................................................

Office
Outside Area

C

For more information:
Revd. John Butt; Tel,: 01622871332;
Email: john.butt259@btinternet.com
Julia Bevis; Tel,: 01622872714;
Email: j.bevis@doubletrouble.eclipse.co.uk

PARISH, BOROUGH OR COUNTY COUNCIL
WHO DOES WHAT?
Parish Council
Allotments
Bus Shelters
Car Park (Jubilee Hall)
Jubilee Hall
Parish Seats
Parish Seats
Playing Fields
Tennis Court
Play areas (Playing Fields)
Playing Fields
Tennis Court
Play areas (Playing Fields)
Footway Lighting
War Memorial
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
Bulk Waste Collection Service
Car Park (Curran Hall)
Council Tax
Dog Waste Bins
Dog Wardens
Environmental Health
Fly Tipping
Housing
Licensing
Pest Control
Planning Permission
Pest Control
Planning Permission
Public Toilets
Recycling (inc. brown bin scheme)
Refuse Collection
Register of Electors
Street Cleaning
Kent County Council
Education
Grit Bins
Highways
Libraries
Potholes
Reg. of Births, Deaths, Marriages
Rights of Way (footpaths/bridleways)
Social Services
Street Lighting
Trading Standards
Contact
EPPC admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
TMBC www.tmbc.gov.uk
KCC www.kent.gov.uk

Tel: 01622 871309
Tel: 01732 844522
Tel: 0300 041 4141

DIRECTORY

East Peckham Parish Council
Chairman, Steph Watson

CONTACT INFORMATION
01622 871309
01622 870154

stephanie.watson@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk

admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
Borough Councillor
Howard Rogers

01732 844522
01732 850329

www.tmbc.gov.uk
howard.rogers@tmbc.gov.uk

Kent County Council
County Councillor Matthew Balfour

01622 696965
01732 870253

www.kent.gov.uk
Matthew.Balfour@kent.gov.uk

Hospitals
Tunbridge Wells
Maidstone
Pembury
NHS

0845 5155 1000
01622 290000
0845 755 1000
111

Emergencies
Electricity
Environment Incident hotline
National Floodline
Community Warden
Gas
Police
PCSO’S Toni Matthew
Kim Hockney
Waste Water (Southern Water)
Water (South East Water)

0800 783 8866
0800 807060
0845 988 1188
07969 584183 paul.harfleet@kent.gov.uk
0800 777 999
101 (NON URGENT), 999 (URGENT)
07772 226146
07969 584194
0845 278 0845
0845 850 6060

Services
Citizens Advice Bureaux
Local Press - Community News column of The Courier
Crime Stoppers
Dental Line
Field Pharmacy
East Peckham Library
East Peckham Surgery
Hi Kent
Hospice in the Weald
Kent Highway Services
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre
Putlands Veterinary Surgery
RSPCA (Cruelty Line)
Social Services
Tonbridge Job Centre
Trading Standards
Victim Support
Woodlands Health Centre
Yalding Surgery
NHS Direct/Emergency Prescriptions

08454 040506 www.adviceguide.org.uk
01622 872015 drjpage@btinternet.com
0800 555 111
018k92 517771
01622 871409
03000 41 31 31
01622 871540
01622 871883
01892 820500
08458 247800
01892 838619 info@pwadvice.org
01892 835456
0300 1234 999
01892 515045
01732 583700
08454 040506
01622 690103
01892 833331
01622 814380
0845 4647

Education
East Peckham County Primary School
East Peckham Pre-School
Mascalls

01622 871268
01622 872931/07999 802635
01892 835366

Religion
C of E, Holy Trinity Rev Anthony Carr
Roman Catholic Fr. Behruz Rafat
The Methodist Church Rev John Butt
The Salvation Army: Territorial Envoy David Boyle

01622 871278
01892 833699
01622 871332
01622 872372

Recreation & Social
Apples Bowling Club
Allotments
Boys Brigade
Brownies
Cameo Coffee Morning
Carers Group
Community Choir
East Peckham Golf Society
East Peckham Flood Group
East Peckham Guide Group
East Peckham Junior Football
East Peckham Magazine
East Peckham Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs & Scouts)
East Peckham Silver Band
East Peckham Walkers Group
Evergreens
Fit 4 U Exercise Class
French Lessons
Friends of East Peckham Primary School
Friends of St Michaels Church
Girls Brigade
Goal Keeping School
Gym club
Historical Society
Ikkle Pikkles Toddler Group
Ladies Pleasant Hour
Line Dancing
Lunch Club
Pilates
Paddock Wood Badminton Club
Shape Up Fitness Class
Short Mat Bowls Club
Street Singers
Trainers Badminton Club
Tree Warden
Twinning Association
Women’s Institute
Wednesday Allsorts
United Choir
Zumba

01622 871069
01622 871309 admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
01622 872372
01622 872418
01622 872372 David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk
01622 871831
01622 871622
01622 872031/07860947031
01622 872344 sue.chalkley1@btinternet.com
sharondavies31@aol.com
01622 873391
01622 872015 serinapage@btinternet.com
01622 871890 preasom@btinternet.com
01732 359397
01622 871216
01622 871781
01732 529654 susiefitta@gmail.com
01622 871226
01622 870154/07944212262
01622 813687 p.lawrence.801@btinternet.com
01732 366671
07841 025916 northkent@hotmail.com
01892 835918 jackyleman@wealdgymnastics.org.uk
01622 872976 l.kirk@talktalk.net
07872 929056/07786 244307
01892 836698
01622 813687
01622 873434
01622 873432 felicity@fitstretchtone.co.uk
01892 836731 andrew.kerr@grapesdirect.co.uk
01622 720879 deestevenson@live.com
01622 871781
01622 831686 street.art@btinternet.com
01622 871189
01622 871338 lyntonwright@gmail.com
01622 871309 admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
01622 872292
01622 872045
01622 871454
07595 458272

Hall Hire
Jubilee Hall (Meeting Room, Sports Hall & Playing Fields)
The Village Hall
The Curran Hall & Methodist Hall
Salvation Army Hall

01622 871309
01622 871321
01622 872079
01622 872372
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ht.ep.po@live.com
john.butt259@btinternet.com
David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk

admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
David.Boyle@salvationarmy.org.uk

2014 CHRISTMAS: The Christmas lights provided pleasure over the Christmas period. Our thanks go to Tonbridge &
Malling Borough Council, Brookside Garden Centre, Mark Edwards, RBS Electrical Contractors, Steve New (Village
Stores), Bourne Produce, Nikki Kearns (Heavenly Glaze) and Kent Library Services for assisting us. We would
particularly like to thank Brookside Garden Centre for donating the Village Christmas tree and to offer our
congratulations to them for their splendid Christmas Grotto which was again nationally recognised as one of the best.
On 12 December, back by popular demand was the singing of Christmas Songs in the Village centre; we were delighted
to co-host the event with the Street Singers and the East Peckham Silver Band. Two of the highlights was the children
singing ‘Let it Go’ from the Disney Film Frozen and the ‘Sweet Fairies’ who distributed chocolates to the children.
Afterwards, everyone was invited into The Merry Boys Public House for refreshments. We funded the event and hope
everyone who came enjoyed it. In addition to our Christmas motifs and the lighting of the trees in The Pound, 2014 saw
the welcome return of the Village Christmas tree which did look magnificent and new for 2014 were the solar powered
Christmas trees. Unfortunately, because we do not own the land and there is no energy supply which we can use, we
have had to rule out the use of the land by the parade of shops in The Pound for the time being.
EAST PECKHAM CARERS SUPPORT GROUP: The Group was set up in July 2011 as a direct result of Marion
Sorfleet’s own experience as a carer for her husband. After the loss of her husband Marion attended many groups and
meetings throughout Kent all related to help for carers and spoke to many groups on their behalf as to what may or may
not be helpful. At one in County Hall Maidstone she voiced a desire to try and have some kind of helpful group in East
Peckham.
In April 2011 Marion approached the Parish Council with her idea and with evidence of support from a group called
Carers’ First who are the main trained advisors for the unpaid family members who give 24/7 of their care and in July
2011 East Peckham Support Group was born. Since then, many people within and from the surrounding areas of East
Peckham have sought and been helped by Carers First in many ways hitherto unaware of before. Recently due to illness
Marion together with Shelley Creasey the Trained Carers’ First Advisor have discussed how best to continue this much
needed group. Shelley has discussed it with her senior manager who has authorised Shelley to attend and support
Marion with her group on a regular basis. This appears to be the only group of its kind to be up and running and Carers’
First wish to give it their full backing.
The Parish Council has agreed that as this is voluntary non-profit making group, intended solely for the help and
wellbeing of the local community, that the Carers Group can have free use of the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room for their
monthly group meetings.
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EAST PECKHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Dear Friends
East Peckham is twinned with Chéreng a small town located in the department of Nord of the French region Nord-Pasde-Calais. Chéreng is located in the township of Lannoy part of the district of Lille.
The population of Chéreng was 3,033 in 2007. The population density of Chéreng is 725.60 inhabitants per km². The
number of houses in Chéreng was 1,140 in 2007. These homes consist of 1 105 main residences and 35 vacant homes.

This year has provided many opportunities to share occasions with our friends in Chéreng, those of note have included
school activities between our primary school and those in Chéreng, joint concert between EP Silver Band and the
Chéreng Harmonie, participation at Remembrance events both in East Peckham and in Chéreng, visit to London and the
annual Chéreng carnival. All of the events create closer ties and friendships, increasing cultural understanding and
associations that will remain a legacy for the future.
Twinning is very much a part of East Peckham and we hope that we are able to count on your support. Anyone
interested can join the East Peckham Twinning Association and membership of the association is currently free.
Members receive a monthly Twinning News email. The Committee is unable to put on events without a great deal of
help, we will of course support individuals, groups and organisations with twinning activities and can provide a link with
our friends in Chéreng. We would like to create a bank of volunteers who we can call on from time to time, if you can
and would like to help in any way please let us know, for instance you might be able to provide overnight
accommodation to French guests, if you can speak French, you might like to start a French beginner’s class, perhaps
you would like to help with hospitality when our Chéreng visitors visit or help with walking tours
There are some forthcoming events which you might be interested in some will also afford you the opportunity to either
visit Chéreng or to welcome people of Chéreng to East Peckham, these are as follows:
22 April 2015
East Peckham Twinning Association AGM, 2.30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the
Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT.
09 May 2015

September 2015

A walking group from Chéreng will be visiting East Peckham for an afternoon walk in our
countryside. You are more than welcome to join them. We will however need an idea of
numbers in advance.

Fun Day takes place in Chéreng. We are all invited to attend. We would like to organise a
coach trip to Lille and the Fun Day and would be pleased to hear from you if this is something
that you would be interested in
For more information please send an email to admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01622 871309
Karen Bell
Secretary & Treasurer East Peckham Twinning Association

