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Dear Resident
My name is Graham Haycock and I am the Chairman of the Parish Council. I have been on the Council for 3
years and was the Deputy Chairman for almost 2 years.
East Peckham is a wonderful, vibrant village with a great community spirit. Having lived all over the world, I
believe that our unique village offers residents and visitors, great local produce from our village stores, helpful
local services such as our Post Office and Library, and well managed community halls. Our local churches and
Primary school add to the feeling that we are in the great Weald of Kent, a quiet, peaceful Kent village where
one can grow up and feel safe in our environment. We are proud to have been chosen by the northern French
village of Chereng to become formerly Twinned and this relationship goes from strength to strength.
We on the Council, have a great deal to achieve and very limited funding. We work daily with Tonbridge &
Malling Borough Council, Kent County Council and Kent Highway Services as well as the local Police, our
Police Community Support Officers and our own Community Warden to try to improve conditions, our buildings,
our environment and the delivery of your local services.
We have had many successes and a few disappointments along the way. Losing the battle with Marvillion
Court was one such disappointment but we are now studying the new planning proposals for the site, before
making comments to Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council.
My personal objectives are to close down the “sexual entertainment” at The Harp Public House, remove all the
rubble from The Rose & Crown Public House and to work closely with Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
and the current owners of the site to develop it afresh, in the best interests of our Community. I gave
oral evidence at a recent licensing hearing and presented a case against granting the licence for “sexual
entertainment “which we won. We have also had great success in the past week, having served a legal notice
on the owner, to remove all the unsightly rubble from the car park of The Rose & Crown.
My other objectives are to make our Jubilee Hall better value for money by increasing, year on year, its income
whilst reducing, year on year, the capital and revenue costs required to run the building, Ultimately, the building
should be self-funding. I am also working with the Environment Agency to review our flood defences in relation
to The Bourne and The Medway and pursuing the feasibility of us employing our own village caretaker. Finally,
we are negotiating with Kent Highway Services to remove the chicane at the top end of Hale Street after so
many near fatal accidents.
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We will continue to do our very best to improve our village and work closely with you, the residents to deliver
what you need. I hope you will keep engaged with your Parish Council by attending our monthly meetings at
the Jubilee Hall, our monthly Wednesday surgeries in the library, and our Annual Parish Council meeting.
Yours sincerely

Graham Haycock
Chairman

Dear Resident
Welcome to the East Peckham Parish Council Summer Newsletter. My name is Tim Roper and I am the
Deputy Chairman. I have been on the Council since January 2012 and was deeply involved in the organisation
of the Jubilee Day Celebrations on 4th June 2012, which apart from the inclement weather turned out to be a
great success by bringing together a cross section of our community.
I have lived in the village for the past 20 years and ran a local Engineering Company based in Maidstone. I
finally retired in 2011 and felt it would be great opportunity to devote some time and energy in our community.
We are proposing to revisit the Parish Plan which in brief provides an opportunity for residents to express
views, opinions and ideas which may be used to formulate the future of our village. We are already involved
with a village enhancement programme and as part of our twinning process we installed, earlier this year, three
new entry signs to commemorate this event. Additionally, we are reviewing our finger post and hamlet signing.
Our role as a Parish Councillor is to work closely together to support the aims and objectives set out in
Grahams’ introduction but at the same time to provide a conduit for your views and opinions to be heard.
With the introduction of the Localism Bill it is becoming more important that views of residents are heard and
understood. To this end it is essential that we encourage participation at all levels in our community. So please
do not hesitate to contact us if you have any issues to raise.
Yours sincerely

Tim Roper
Deputy Chairman
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CASUAL VACANCY: A casual vacancy exists in the office of Councillor which we can fill by co-option. We
are looking to complete the co-option process during September. If you are interested in joining the Parish
Council then please contact the Parish Office or view our website for more information.
COMMUNICATIONS: We are striving to improve communications. As well as regularly looking at our website
www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk we also produce a monthly newsletter. The newsletter is available from the
Library and Village Stores. It is also available on our website and can be received by email. If you would like to
receive the newsletter by email then do let us know.
SURGERIES: The next surgery will held in the Library on 18 September between 10.30 a.m. and 12.00.
Cllr. Colin Silver will be in attendance; alongside Paul Harfleet our Community Warden, our PCSO’s and Andy
Watson our Highways Steward. We would like the surgeries to become a one stop place for you to come along
and obtain answers to any issues or concerns that you may have.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: Our website contains information on Councillors, meetings, agendas, minutes,
newsletters, finance, annual reports, freedom of information, Code of Conduct, noticeboard, web contact,
village information, Twinning, allotments, Jubilee Hall, environment, emergency planning, telephone directory
and our policies and procedures on topics such as; Standing as a candidate to sit on the Parish Council of East
Peckham, Press Policy, Equal Opportunities Statement, Parish Council Finances, How to ask a question
at council and committee meetings, Planning and the Parish Council, Code of Conduct Complaints policy,
Investment Strategy, Land and Building Purchase policy and our 2013/2014 Aims & Objectives Strategy.
ALLOTMENTS: If you are interested in having an allotment please let us know. We will open a waiting list
when all allotments have been allocated.
PARISH PLAN: During 2013 we will be pushing ahead to complete the Parish Plan. We would welcome
community involvement, if you would like to be involved Councillors Tim Roper and Peter Street would be
delighted to hear from you; they can be contacted via the online contact form on our website
www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or by telephoning the Parish Office on 01622 871309.
GRANTS TO VILLAGE GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS: We have set aside £500 in order to make small
grants to village groups and organisations. Please contact us for further information if interested.
WHO DOES WHAT AND HOW DOES THE PARISH COUNCIL FIT IN? There is a 3 tier council system of
which the Parish Council is the smallest; they are Kent County Council, Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
and the Parish Councils. Not everyone understands where the Parish Council fits in and what services all the
authorities deliver. We hope the following paragraphs will help demystify this.
Kent County Council is responsible for: Highway maintenance including road safety and street lighting,
Trading Standards, Social Services including adult and children services, Education including adult education,
Libraries, Registration of births, marriages, civil partnerships and deaths, Transport Planning, Waste Disposal
and Public Rights of Way.
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council is responsible for: Housing including Housing and Council Tax
benefits, Planning and Development Control, Council Tax collection and non-domestic rates, Waste Collection,
Electoral Registration, Land Charges, Food and Safety, Environmental enforcement, Building Control,
Museums, Crematorium and cemetery, Leisure Centre, Parks and open spaces, Street cleaning, Abandoned
vehicles, Community Safety including provision of CCTV, Arts and sports, Public conveniences, Car parks, car
parking and yellow lining .
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The Parish Councils are responsible for: different functions and can take on some of the duties of Kent
County Council and Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. The following gives an indication of what East
Peckham Parish Council does and what it spends money on:
Playing fields and play areas, Jubilee Hall, Churchyard Maintenance, Footway lighting, Allotments, Seats and
shelters, Crime Prevention, Litter bins and anti-litter campaigns, Supporting local groups and organisations,
War Memorial, Legal consultee on planning applications, Responds to local authority and government
consultations.
JUBILEE HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS: These are your facilities and we want you to enjoy using them.
Activities which take place each week include keep fit, Zumba, French classes, gym, badminton, bowls, Mini
Music, Parent & Toddler group and a monthly Carers Group. Our football pitches are used by The East
Peckham Junior Football team and we have super fitness and play equipment. If you are looking for a venue
for a sports event, book club, birthday party, meeting etc. please consider the Jubilee Hall. We will be happy to
provide details of availability and arrange for you to tour the facilities.
We have installed two vending machines which you are welcome to use when the Parish Office is open. The
machine in the lobby dispenses cold drinks and snacks and the machine in the meeting room dispenses hot
drinks. The prices of the vended items have been set to cover hire costs and the vended products. Free Wi-Fi
access is also available in the building.
We are making enquiries with Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council regarding the feasibility being able to
make available the Jubilee Hall for licensable activities on weekends.
We want to rejuvenate interest in the Street Snooker and are in discussions with the designers of the concept
about having workshops with national standard coaches in both football and handball.
Sadly there has been some vandalism on the playing fields. Whilst these issues have been dealt with it is
frustrating that we have to spend a great deal of time and money dealing with such matters. It is the whole
community who is affected not just nearby residents as it is council tax payers money which is spent on repairs
and this is money that comes from our precept which is part of the council tax that every household pays. If
you know anything or witness any other acts of vandalism please report it to us, the police on 101 or to our
Community Warden on 07969 584183.
Following discussions with the SE Coast Ambulance Service we have been offered free of charge a
community defibrillator which will be housed in an external cabinet on the wall at the Jubilee Hall. Our only
cost will be the purchase of the cabinet. Since November 2012 there have been 5 cardiac arrests in East
Peckham and in the past year ambulances have been deployed to the area 252 times (107 were deemed life
threatening). We are certain that easy access to the defibrillator will be welcomed and whilst we hope that it
will not be needed it will provide reassurance that immediate assistance can be offered in the event of a cardiac
emergency.
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS: We would like to introduce you to the East Peckham Time Bank which we are
considering setting up, it is essentially a way to exchange skills and experience by giving a little time. For every
hour that is given a member will receive an hour’s credit which can be ‘spent’ however they chose. A variety
of skills could be on offer such as pet care, housesitting, photo restoration, aromatherapy massage, cookery,
smartphone advice, help with form filling, lifts to the shops, children’s parties, keep fit lessons, gardening, CV
help. We could host regular social activities such as a Film Club, coffee mornings and possibly create a
community garden. Businesses, village groups and organisations could be involved and they could support
each other and involve individuals who would not normally volunteer. It is important that the time bank is led by
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the community and the aims of the East Peckham time bank will be to reduce social isolation by encouraging
community awareness, supporting intergenerational activity, making links between existing groups within the
village and building strong social networks and capacity. It could also provide low level intervention to assist
people to live independently in their own homes and to support each other socially to improve their
environment. Councillors Holly Carey and Jenny Macdonald would be delighted to hear from you if you would
like to express an interest or to find out more, they can be contacted via the online contact form on our
website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or by telephoning the Parish Office on 01622 871309.
ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENTS: Our programme of village environmental enhancements is continuing,
the next phase being the installation of finger post signs. We have commissioned two new finger post signs
which will be installed at Bullen Lane and at Peckham Bush.
DOG FOULING continues to be a problem. Please ensure you pick up after your dog and do not allow them off
the lead if children are playing or a football match is taking place. No one should have to clear up after other
people’s dogs and it’s sad that a section of our community do not value our open spaces. We would urge you
to notify us, TMBC’s dog warden or the community warden if you witness any incidents of dog fouling. We do
have dog bags in the Parish Office which we provide free of charge.
INSPECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL OWNED TREES: As a landowner we have a legal responsibility to
maintain the safety of the trees on our land and we have therefore commissioned an inspection of trees on
Parish Council owned land, i.e. small parcel of land at The Pound and the Playing Fields.
WAR MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS: We are intending to complete the renovations of the war memorial,
funding is in place and all that is needed is a start date for the commencement of the work, we are liaising with
our preferred contractor in this respect.
DEVELOPMENT AT 1 THE FREEHOLD: The new properties will be 1A, 1B & 1C The Freehold.
EMERGENCY PLANNING - FIRE HYDRANTS: We want to ensure that all of the village fire hydrants are
easily accessible in the case of an emergency. We would therefore ask that you let us know if you become
aware of any hydrant which is not very visible, needs repairing or is covered with overgrown vegetation. All
issues reported to us will be forwarded directly to Kent Fire and Rescue Service.
ROSE & CROWN PUBLIC HOUSE: A notice has been served under section 215 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 on the owner of the property. The Notice requires the owner to:
1. Remove from the car park to an authorised place of disposal, all hardcore, bricks, waste and demolition
materials.
2. To erect a 1 metre high chain link fence on timber posts in a position that is no farther forward that the
existing steel posts set into the ground to secure the site from trespass.
There is a right of appeal that must be exercised before the Notice takes effect on 13 August 2013. The above
steps must be taken within 28 days from the date that the notice takes effect, that is by 10 September 2013.
HIGHWAYS: Potholes and other highway problems can be reported directly to Kent Highways. If you need to
report an emergency situation call them straight away on 08458 247 800 or report the fault on the website
http://www.kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY: If you have encountered any problems with Public Rights of Ways report it on 0845
345 0210, for emergencies on 0300 333 5538 or online on Kent County Councils website.
BULKY REFUSE: The fortnightly Saturday bulky service now collects Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment
(WEEE) and scrap metal items.
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CRIME PREVENTION: It doesn’t matter what the crime is, please report it on 101 or contact our Community
Warden Paul Harfleet on 07969 584183. In a new initiative, Police Contact Points have been launched, the
police vans will stop for 1 ½ hours, enabling residents to drop by and speak to a neighbourhood officer about
any policing concerns or issues they may have. The Contact Points are in addition to existing surgeries,
meetings and online question and answer sessions local officers hold. For times and locations of the Contact
Points, and to find out about other ways of contacting Kent Police please visit the Kent Police website
(www.kent.police.uk) and follow the links from the home page.
CHANGES TO HOW COUNCIL ASSESS HOUSING NEED: Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council has
developed a new scheme for assessing housing applications. The housing register will be open only to those
who have a local connection to the borough and a housing need. Further details are available from Tonbridge &
Malling Borough Council. Households currently on the register will be reassessed and during this time, the
register will be closed to new applications. After that the new scheme will be in place and the new criteria will
apply. If you are registered for housing, you will receive details of your new assessment along with a summary
of the new scheme as soon as your application has been reassessed. If you are assessed as having no need
for housing you will no longer qualify to be included on the register. Tenants currently living in larger homes
who wish to move to a smaller home will be given priority on the housing register. They can also consider
exchanging homes with another tenant.
Cash4Clubs: Sport in the community is about local people, local facilities, local groups and organisations
working together to provide opportunities to enjoy sport. Cash 4 clubs offers sports clubs grants ranging from
£250 to £1,000. Funding is available for a wide range of activities. No preference is given to types of sport or
the age of people involved provided that the sports clubs have an active role in the community. The next round
of applications opened in July 2013 and the judging panel will consider applications in October 2013. More
information can be found at the Cash 4 Clubs website.
GREEN GIVING – GRIMPLE’S GREEN GRANTS: This scheme is offering up to £1,000 to small organisations
for environmentally friendly green projects. Projects can be anything from creating a community garden to
reducing food miles by growing your own vegetables or a wildlife garden to encourage biodiversity. For more
information go to the Green Insurance Company Website.
£250 MILLION TO HELP COMMUNITIES BUY LOCAL ASSETS: £250m is available to help communities buy
assets such as pubs, shops, community centres, sports facilities and affordable housing. The Big Society
Capital & The Big Lottery Fund is making a long-term commitment to provide funds over the rest of this decade
to help communities with ambitions to own local assets.
FREE TREES: Apply before 13 September 2013 for the chance to receive one of 4,000 free tree packs which
are available to schools, community and youth groups. All you need to do is find a suitable site and supply the
volunteer planters and tree protection. Find out more on the Woodland Trust website.
THE RURAL COMMUNITY ENERGY FUND: Rural communities’ can access money to carry out feasibility
studies into renewable energy projects and fund the costs associated with applying for planning permission.
Projects should be able to attract private finance to pay for renewable energy kit and get projects up and
running. Funding can be used to support rural projects across the renewable and low carbon energy spectrum
including wind, solar, biomass, heat pumps, anaerobic digestion, gas Combined Heat and Power and hydro.
Find out more at the Inside Government website.
FREE LOFT AND CAVITY WALL INSULATION: Action with Communities in Rural Kent has teamed up with
British Gas to offer free cavity wall and/or loft insulation to anyone in receipt of eligible benefits. There is no
catch and you don’t need to be a British Gas customer. Insulating your home can save you hundreds of
pounds on your energy bills and makes your home warmer. It’s good for the environment too by lowering your
carbon emissions. Contact British Gas FREE on 0800 980 9037 for more information or speak to Tessa
O’Sullivan at Action with Communities in Rural Kent on 01303 813790.
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TWINNING: The Twinning Association is independent of the Parish Council and twinning activities are funded
by those taking part and by fund-raising with no use of parish funds. Future events include:
On 7th September 2013, the Street Singers will be
performing at Holy Trinity Church; proceeds from
the event will be split 50/50 between Holy Trinity
Church and the Twinning Association. Tickets
priced at £7.50 which will include canapés and a
glass of wine or soft drink are available from Liz
Silver (Tel: 01622 871404/07507554482, email
ejsilver01@gmail.com), Peter Street (Tel:
07777604778/01622
831686,
email
street.art@btinternet.com) or from the Village
Stores.

On 14/15 September there will be a weekend visit
to Chereng. Departing East Peckham on Saturday
14th September there will be an afternoon visit
to Lille before arriving in Chereng, overnight
accommodation will be with host families in
Chereng. On Sunday 15th September there will be
the opportunity to visit the Belgian town of Tournai
or a walk in the French countryside followed by the
Fun Day which is being organised by the Chereng
Jumelage. Tickets cost £30 (under 16’s) and £45
(£50 non-members of the Twinning Association).
Contact Helen Harney by email to
hwharney@tiscali.co.uk or Karen Bell by email to
admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
09 September 2013 Planning Committee, 7.30 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the Jubilee Hall
18 September 2013 Parish Council Surgery, 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. in the library. Colin Silver will be on duty
23 September 2013 Planning Committee followed by meeting of the full Parish Council, 7.30 p.m. in the
Meeting Room at the Jubilee Hall.

South East Coast Ambulance Service
NHS Foundation Trust

Help save lives in your local community. Be part of the South East Coast Ambulance
Ser‐vice NHS Foundation Trust.
Volunteer your spare time to attend 999 calls.
Be with a patient in the vital minutes before an ambulance arrives.
Are you over 18 years or over, have held a full UK license for 12 months and can commit
to regular team meetings and training sessions?
Would you like to learn the skills to make a difference and save lives?

For more information:
(01737) 363 815
kent.cfr@secamb.nhs.uk

EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL: Clerk to the Council, Karen Bell, The Parish Office, East Peckham
Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 5BT, Telephone & answerphone: 01622
871309, Email: admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. The Parish Office is located in the Jubilee Hall, Pippin
Road, East Peckham and is open weekday mornings during term time except Wednesdays. If you would like
to speak to a Councillor please write, phone or email and a Councillor will contact you; alternatively you may
contact a Councillor via our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.

If you would like a copy of the newsletter in a different format please let us know.
We will do our best to accommodate any requests.
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