EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

OCTOBER 2015
Newsletter from EPPC - Working on behalf of the people of East Peckham

Dear All,
The autumn months generally mean “Business as Usual” and we hope the new season brings enthusiasm aplenty! By the
time you read this we expect most of you would have had your summer holiday? We say ‘summer’ with a smile as it is
raining as this newsletter is being prepared, still maybe the autumn months will be better for BBQs.
Did you know that you can now follow us on twitter @EastPeckhamPC, we look forward to receiving your ‘tweets’ and
hope that you will follow us. This Newsletter continues to go from strength to strength, and is a good source of
information. All the newsletters are available on our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk and we always want articles
for inclusion.
Councillor attendance at Parish meetings is very good for a Parish Council our size, but being a Parish Councillor doesn’t
just mean attending one meeting a month. Most of your councillors attend meetings at least fortnightly on your behalf.
Not only do your councillors represent you in East Peckham but they also represent you within the borough of Tonbridge
and Malling, within the county of Kent and in Chéreng our twinned village.
The long awaited refurbishment of the War Memorial has been delayed, this is such a disappointment but beyond our
control. Our stonemason is having a great deal of difficulty finding the specialist needed to work on bronze. It is very
much our aim to complete the renovation but we have to be patient a while longer.
Our Parish continues to have a low level of crime compared to other parts of the Borough. However, because of a
reduction in Police resources, we should be more vigilant than ever, why not consider joining or forming a
Neighbourhood Watch Group. Use the 101 phone number for reporting non urgent crime.
Dog fouling continues to be a problem. A minority of dog owners continue to allow their dogs to mess and not clear up.
This is both inconsiderate and dangerous especially on the playing areas or near the primary school. We regularly walk
the village footpaths, some of which are left in a disgusting state by some dog owners. The council’s grounds man and
litter clearer face similar risks in and around the playing fields. Please pick up after your dog.
Despite early struggles, our hanging baskets in the village centre went on to provide a wonderful floral display. Our
thanks go to Mark Edwards and his team for their magnificent efforts. The arrangements complimented the others we
placed around the village and together with the new fingerposts and benches they have improved our village street scene.
On 13 September, Steph Watson, Colin Silver, Michael Ferguson & Jenny Macdonald represented the Parish Council in an
official capacity in our twinned village of Chéreng where they met with the Mayor of Chéreng and his Town Council. They
were accompanied by Karen Bell and a group of residents which included 9 children who attended the Annual Chéreng
Fun Day, some also visited Ypres in Belgium. We are delighted that many residents joined us and the East Peckham
Twinning Association on this fun and memorable day. We thank the East Peckham Twinning Association for their very
generous grant towards the costs and look forward to furthering our future civic and social relationship with Chéreng.
Please remember to report anything requiring the attention of KCC Highways Services to http://www.kent.gov.uk/roadsand-travel/report-a-problem. The Highways team is pretty prompt at dealing with any queries, but need to be made
aware of them. Similarly issues with regard to overgrown vegetation are the responsibility of KCC Public Rights of Way
and should be reported directly to them. Regardless of the growing season the vegetation will only receive two cuts per
annum. To report a problem go to the website www.kent.gov.uk/report-a-problem-on-a-right-of-way.
Sadly there have been several acts of vandalism at the playing fields. Vandalism and acts of anti-social behaviour costs a great deal of time
and money to deal with, if you know who might be responsible please report it to us or to the police on 101. Without incidents being
reported the Police are unable to build up an accurate picture of what is happening and therefore unable to deploy appropriate resources.
If you would prefer to report incidents anonymously, you can do so through Crimestoppers, the website https://crimestoppers-uk.org
enables you to give information online or you can also call them on 0800 555 111.
Your Parish Council continues to strive to make our parish a desirable place to live. Please help all our community groups
and continue to do your bit where you can for where you live.
Finally this month we would like to call upon your help for the Annual Remembrance Parade, as the police no longer
marshal the event and haven’t for some years, it is down to us as a community to do so. If you would like to volunteer to
be one of the marshals, please let us know and we will pass your details onto the Parade Organiser.
Kind regards
Chairman, Councillors and Clerk

THE PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are: Steph Watson (Chairman), Peter Crawford (Deputy Chairman), Penny Graham
(Planning & Transportation Committee Chairman), Colin Silver, Jenny Macdonald, Amanda Hodgson, Murray
Hodgson, Serina Page, Lynton Wright, Mick Barton and Michael Ferguson. In our last newsletter we started our
series of Councillor Biographies and we printed those from Penny Graham, Serina Page and Jenny Macdonald,
continuing with the theme we print below those from Lynton Wright and Peter Crawford.

Lynton Wright BSc BEd
I was born in 1946 at Stockport, Cheshire and educated at Stockport School (Grammar). Then to
Sheffield University where I received a Joint Honors degree in Physiology and Zoology, Chemistry
Subsid, I then took my Diploma of Education and became a Science teacher. My first post was at
Tonbridge Grammar School for Girls as their Biology master. I became the Head of the Biology
Department and Key stage three organizer of Science. On leaving the school, I joined Larkfield Hall, a
home for people with learning difficulties, as a teacher of life skills. I have taught Science to all ages
from reception to adult education. I am married with two children and two grandchildren. I have lived in
Hale Street for the past 13 years. I write the East Peckham Magazine Wildlife Report and I am the
Parish Councils Tree Warden for the Parish Council and involved with the Roadside Reserve
Voluntary warden scheme for The Kent Woodland Trust.

Peter Crawford
East Peckham resident for 30 years. Married, 2 children and 2 grandchildren all living in the area. I
am a Chartered Insurer having worked in the London International Insurance Market Underwriting
Aviation Risks. Elected a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society in 1994 and was a member of
the Civil Aviation Authority's Airworthiness Requirements Board. I am Trustee of the Village Hall
having been involved from the Planning stage and I have been a member of a number of Village
Group's and Societies as well as being past Chairman of the Parish Council. I am currently the
Councils Deputy Chairman.
EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL’S ROLE
The Parish Council is the first tier of local government representing the village of East Peckham. The Parish Council
has eleven elected members and a part time Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer. We also have two part
time jubilee hall janitors, one part time litter clearer and one part time groundsman. The total precept (Parish element
of the Council tax) for 2015/2016 is £110,274. We have a number of assets in the Parish which we manage including
the Jubilee Hall, Playing Fields, car park and outdoor equipment (youth shelter, street snooker, outdoor gym, play
parks, tennis court and multi use ball court), Allotment site, some footway lighting, benches and picnic tables, a
number of open spaces including land in the village centre and planters. We also support local groups and
organisations with grants. Applications for grants are accepted at anytime of the year. A newsletter is distributed
eleven times a year and an annual report is delivered to every home.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE – www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
We are looking at changing the look of our website. If you have the time, we’d be grateful for your feedback on what
you think of the current site and what you’d like from a new design. If you are a local society or business you can ask
to be listed and described on the website with a link to your own website if you have one. You can find all publicly
available documents on the website. If you do not have internet access and would like to view anything from our
paper files please contact the Parish Clerk.
SOCIAL MEDIA
FACEBOOK: Would you find a parish council Facebook page useful? We are thinking of having two Facebook
pages. One labelled “Community” to be mainly used for announcements about Parish Council Business or official
events we have been notified about. The other labelled “Friends” to be used by anyone in the Parish to post notices
about upcoming events. Please let us know what you think.
TWITTER: Follow us @EastPeckhamPC. We use twitter to tweet current events that may be of interest such as
meetings, road closures, warnings by the police/TMBC etc.
EAST PECKHAM WARDENS
Community Warden: We are delighted to announce that we have a new Community Warden, her name is Lara
Sams and she is looking forward to getting to know the village. Lara is currently undergoing training and will be
starting her patrols of the village during October, Lara can be contacted on 07969 584183
Local Support Warden: Only 2 applications were received for the 12 pilots. It has been recognised that the lack of
responses is most likely due to the timing of the advert and the relatively short period of time to submit an application.
As a result, the Pilot Scheme has been put on hold while the Working Group revises the Recruitment Campaign and
timetable. They will be in contact again once these have been revised. If you are interested and would like more
information, please contact the parish office and we will forward details to you when we receive them.

COUNCILLORS AREAS
The Parish Councillors represent the village as a whole, but, for administrative and Emergency Planning purposes
the village has been divided into areas and an area assigned to each councillor. Councillors can be contacted
through our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or via the Parish Office. The areas are:
1. Hale Street, Bardsley Close, Hale Court, Medway Meadows, Cates Court &
Maidstone Road
Peter Crawford
2. Smithers Lane, Pattenden Gardens, Hop Bine Close, Smithers Court,
Beltring Road, Branbridges Road & Maidstone Road (A26)
Amanda Hodgson
3. Old Road, Strettitt Gardens, Pinkham & Pinkham Gardens
Penny Graham
4. Addlestead Road, Chidley Cross Road, Caysers Croft & Tonbridge Road
Lynton Wright
5. Pound Road, The Old Dairy & Snoll Hatch Road
Serina Page
6. Orchard Road, The Freehold, Red Roses, Marvillion & Crown Acres (Odds)
Colin Silver
7. Whitebine, Golding & Henham Gardens & Crown Acres (evens)
Mick Barton
8. Fell Mead, Stockenbury, Bramley Road, Pippin Road & Russett Road
Steph Watson
9. Hatches Lane, Bullen Lane, Bells Farm Road, Grove Close & Stanford Lane
Jenny Macdonald
10. Westwood Road, Drage Road, William Luck Close & Cotman Way
Murray Hodgson
11. Court Lodge, Roydon Hall & Bush Roads, Seven Mile, Martins & Church Lanes
Michael Ferguson
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR A COMMUNITY PROJECT?
There are many projects you could help. If you are interested please let us know.
COMMUNITY GRANTS
If your group or organisation would like to apply for a small grant please visit our website where you will find details of
our policy and the application form. We will accept an application at any time throughout the year or until all of the
funding has been allocated. Last year we awarded grants to the Girls Brigade, Pre School and Primary School.
Don’t miss out; if you think we can help you fund a specific project please contact us. Below, we have printed a letter
received from the Girls Brigade on how they used their grant.
“I am writing to thank you again for the kind donation you made towards our camp to Wales. We have recently returned from a fantastic week,
only made possible through donations provided by various people and companies, including yourselves. We spent 6 nights at CMC Pensarn,
a Christian outdoor adventure centre in North-West Wales. Accommodation was provided in the form of bunk beds in 4 bedded dormitories,
with en-suite showering facilities. This was a far cry from our previous camps sleeping on lilos on church hall floors! It was also our first time
spending a week away, having previously only been away for weekend camps. Something that worked so well we are repeating it again next
August.
The girls were able to participate in a range of activities including archery, mountain climbing, gorge-walking and kayaking. They overcame
their fears and achieved things that seemed impossible at the beginning of the week. They say a picture tells a thousand words and the smiles
on their faces after each activity certainly were a picture!
We were well looked after by the staff at the centre, a number of whom are volunteers. They were very encouraging, particularly to those girls
who were more nervous and apprehensive. They fed us well during the week and were very accommodating. We also organised some of our
own activities including games, craft and a camp concert.
Thank you again for your kind donation to our coach fund which enabled these girls to visit such a beautiful place and make memories to last a
lifetime.”

Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council: 01732 844522 www.tmbc.gov.uk

- search ‘find your nearest tip’.

Contact your local council

Maidstone Borough Council: www.maidstone.gov.uk

Find your nearest recycling centre at www.kent.gov.uk

i

Please maintain your fences and walls to avoid obstructions, and don’t encroach on
ditches with garden extensions, or paths. Please don’t cover over or culvert the
ditch or put any structure in it without permission from your local council.

Local councils have garden waste collection services. You will get a wheelie bin
which will be emptied fortnightly (there may be a charge to rent the bin). Use the
local council numbers on the next page to ask for this service. Or why not compost
your garden waste? Local councils can supply compost bins.

i
i

It is just as important to be responsible with garden waste as any other refuse. All
garden waste can be disposed for free at local recycling centres (see below).

create rear access to

Maintaining the ditch/river and banks, keep banks clear. property - this would
require permission.
Maintaining trees and shrubs growing on banks.
Controlling alien invasive species (see back page).
Letting water flow freely, not obstructing or diverting it (but you are allowed to
protect your property from flood if you get permission for works from your
local council).
Leaving an open strip next to the bank to allow maintenance and inspection.
Not polluting the water, or dumping rubbish, including garden waste, in the
ditch/river or on its banks.
Not damaging wildlife habitats or heritage sites.

Garden waste may seem harmless. It is usually biodegradable and people may think that getting rid of it in a
park or on a riverbank is not as bad as dumping other
waste. But legally this is still classed as fly tipping and is
against the law. It can be unsightly, smother wild plants,
harbour vermin or lead to garden plants taking over natural habitats. Dumped in a
ditch it can cause flooding in people’s homes.

i
i
i
i

As the owner or shared owner, you have certain legal responsiDitch covered over to
bilities, including:

Ditches and rivers on or close to your property

We found that many of the dams were built from garden waste or other materials
that someone else had dumped, so even if you think you are putting waste out of
harm’s way, it may end up causing a flood.

If your children or teenagers go out and about unsupervised, please discourage
them from blocking up ditches with debris – apart from the flood risk, this could be
dangerous.

If you have a ditch or river running through your garden you
probably own the section that passes through your property. If
you have a ditch or river running alongside your garden, you
probably have shared ownership of that watercourse with your
neighbour (but check your property deeds to be sure)

We have found that garden waste is a common cause of
blockages in the ditches and rivers we surveyed.

We would also like to encourage residents and retailers to keep their frontages clean and tidy. If you are a local
business and would like to sponsor this project or make a donation, please let us know. Similarly, we would like to
hear from you if you are interested in becoming part of the East Peckham in Bloom Group. We are looking for
garden enthusiasts, carpenters/DIY’ers, artists or just residents who want to be involved.

Garden waste

BLOOMING IN EAST PECKHAM
We would like to form an East Peckham in Bloom group whose aim would be to enhance the appearance of the
village. The Group could become a member of ‘Britain in Bloom’ an organisation set up by the Royal Horticultural
Society who get involved in various local projects.

If you see fly tipping in progress you can call Kent Police on 999.
Otherwise phone your local council to report small amounts or for larger
amounts call the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60

EAST PECKHAM BUSINESS COMMUNITY
Are you a member of the East Peckham business community and would like to see East Peckham have a business
forum, if so we would be delighted to hear from you. Some of the things that an East Peckham Business Forum
could do are publish a business directory, visitor’s information leaflet and to arrange an East Peckham Business
Showcase event where residents could come along and meet the many businesses in the village who employ many
local people. We think it would be a wonderful opportunity for everyone to see what is produced, meet the business
owners and find out about local services. To kick start this initiative, we would like to invite representatives from local
businesses and community groups to a networking breakfast on:
Thursday, 15 October 2015, 7.30 a.m. – 8.30 a.m.
At the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room, Pippin Road, East Peckham
This is a great way to meet local business people and those representing community groups over coffee and
breakfast
If you would like to attend please RSVP to admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk by 13 October 2015

Fly tipping is a criminal offence and should be reported:

TENNIS COURT
The Tennis Court is open all year round and is free to use on a first come first served basis by residents and those
who work in East Peckham. If you would like to use the tennis court for a specific purpose we can take bookings.

Your local council will collect larger items (there are charges but you may not have
to pay if you are receiving certain benefits). See contact details, below right.

The playing fields are a beautiful open space in the centre of the village and are open to all residents. We want them
to be a safe haven for you to enjoy the peace and quiet and for children to play safely, families to picnic, joggers to
run securely, play rounder’s, kick a football, fly a kite or just a place to sit and contemplate. We will continue to
develop the facilities so that the village; is well equipped with leisure facilities for everyone. We are currently
exploring the idea of a fitness trail around the perimeter of the playing fields to blend in with the natural environment.

Building dams on streams is part of outdoor play, but in
urban areas, damming even the smallest ditch could
cause flooding of houses if there is heavy rain.

Business Event Solutions: We offer solutions for business events such as one-to-one consultations to a classroom
or meeting venue. We provide a great space for training, meetings and exhibitions. We now have a hearing loop
and a projector which can be hired. Please contact us for more information such as costs and availability.

Dams

Children’s Party Packages: We have some fantastic packages, offering hassle free solutions to make your event a
great success. For more information such as costs and availability please contact the Parish Office,

We all know that dumping rubbish in the countryside is
illegal, but the same applies in towns. Ditches and urban
rivers may be out of sight and seem neglected but they
are not suitable places to dispose of waste.

A programme of activities and the activity organisers contact details can be found on our website. In addition to the
regular activities which take place we would like to widen the number of sporting and other activities available from
the premises. We would be pleased to hear from you if there are any indoor or outdoor activities you would like
provided such as archery, cycling and running clubs. We would also be pleased to hear from you if you would be
interested in starting up a new activity. We have plenty of daytime availability in the Sports Hall and have both
evening and daytime availability in the Meeting Room.

DON’T BLOCK THE FLOW!

JUBILEE HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS
We own and manage the facilities comprising of the Playing Fields, Sports Hall and Meeting Room where there are
many activities for adults and children. The facilities buzz with excitement, from the toddlers’ group and gym
sessions to activities for adults such as Keep fit, badminton, bowls and Zumba, we are also the venue for a monthly
carers group. Outside we have the East Peckham Football Team and a goal keeping school. We have hot drinks,
cold drinks and snack machines too. Please consider our facilities for your next event.

Fly tipping

ALLOTMENTS
Allotments are provided on land adjacent to the Playing Fields. The annual rents are very reasonable. We currently
have a few vacant plots. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office.

Disposing of your refuse responsibly is easy. You can
get rid of all household waste at local recycling centres.
They are free to use – see foot of page.

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILATOR
The defibrillator is attached to the wall of the Jubilee Hall in Pippin Road, it is vital to the village and we offer a free
training programme to anyone wanting to learn how to use it. The defibrillator ‘talks’ to the operator and gives
easy instructions on where to place electrode packs, how to administer CPR and when to press the ‘shock’ button. An
operator can’t ‘shock’ a patient that doesn’t require it and can’t make a bad situation worse. SECAmb know of the
location of the defibrillator so that when someone dials 999 about a possible heart attack, they can immediately see if
there is a defibrillator near to the caller, give them the access code and direct them there.

We also found a problem with littering and dumping of rubbish in or close to
rivers. Rivers are natural habitats that are being spoilt in this way.

Recent surveys found that some ditches were blocked by things like fly
tipping, garden waste and other debris.

Blocking ditches and streams can cause flooding of houses

These ditches and small streams are more important than they look. They
may have little or no water in them most of the time, but in heavy rainfall
they can help to prevent flooding.

You’ve received this leaflet because your home is in an area where ditches
and rivers are particularly important for draining rainwater. You may have
seen small ditches alongside streets, next to footpaths or in parks. You may
have one close to or in your garden.

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTTEE
The Committee aims to represent the views of the community when consulted on planning applications and to
improve transportation issues in East Peckham. The Committee would like to encourage residents to exercise their
rights to comment on planning applications. Committee meetings are held at 7.00 p.m. on the first Monday in each
month (except August); meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT.

TM/15/01665/FL

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Committee has recently considered the following planning applications
Garage with domestic attic storage at Hale Street Farmhouse

OBJECTION

TM/15/01948/FL

Change of use and extension to redundant telephone exchange to create two bedroom
dwelling with parking at Telephone Exchange, Old Road, East Peckham OBJECTION

TM/15/01816/FL

Change of use of land from agricultural to residential garden and paddocks at The Harp, 218
Hale Street, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION

TM/15/02600/FL

Shed & driveway surface at 105 Court Lodge Cottages, Old Church Lane NO OBJECTION

TM/15/02624/FL

Insertion of window in first floor elevation at 6 Beechwood Close

NO OBJECTION

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT
Caravan adjacent to the Rose and Crown, Branbridges Road and the Rose and Crown Public House: We
have asked TMBC for an update. We agree with everyone who says that the site of the former Rose and Crown
Public House is an eyesore. Unfortunately our hands are tied and we have no remit to take any action. At the time of
preparing this newsletter we have no new information to report, when we do it will be shared with you on our website,
on our twitter page and within the pages of our newsletter.
2 Hale Street, East Peckham (Van Sales): TMBC has advised that they are looking at asking the landowner to
reposition the fence so that it does not interfere with the sightlines at Medway Meadows.
LOCAL PARKING PLAN – PHASE 8 – CHURCH LANE, POUND ROAD AND CHIDLEY CROSS ROAD
TMBC has carried out an informal consultation regarding proposals for double yellow lines to prevent obstructive
parking near the school, along with bus stop clearways to support the bus services. We are supportive of the
proposals provided there will be adequate parking enforcement. Full details on the proposals are on our website.
LITTERING
Litter does not clear itself away. The cost of clearing up litter runs into hundreds of pounds. A person is guilty of a
littering offence if they throw down, drop or deposit and then leave it in a public place. TMBC will respond to
complaints and have the power to issue fixed penalty notices. It’s such a shame that an uncaring few spoil it for the
rest. To help keep East Peckham beautiful, please clear up your frontages and collect rubbish along your roads.
Let’s keep our village tidy. We are aware of a number of local residents who regularly collect litter and our thanks go
to these unsung heroes. If you would like to nominate a special village person, please let us know.

ABOVE: Azolla. An alga that can choke ditches.
RIGHT: New Zealand pygmyweed. This very
invasive species is banned from sale in the UK.

Japanese knotweed
Can also cause damage to buildings.

Himalayan balsam
Probably the species you are most likely to see

Garden waste
and
other rubbish
dumped
in ditches and
rivers
can cause floo
ding

A drainage ditch is one of those things you don’t think about
much until you need it.

THE FLOW!

DON’T BLOCK

These are plants or animals which are not native to Britain and can take
over natural habitats. Some aliens like to grow in or near ditches or rivers. If
you see any of the plants in these pictures, please report them to your local
council (contact details inside).

Kent Countryside Management Partnerships
Alien invasive species

GARDEN COMPETITION
2016 will see the return of the Garden Competition. Whilst the details have not been finalised it is likely that there will
be several categories such as the best front garden, basket, patio/balcony, shop front, wildlife garden, planter/tub,
allotment and entry into each category will be by entry form.

KCC – CURRENT POSITION RE SPEED LIMIT REVIEWS
Guidance local authorities consider when setting speed limits can be found on the website
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/63975/circular-01-2013.pdf.
KCC’s
priority is to reduce road casualties; if changes to speed limits are appropriate then they will do all they can. Drivers
however need to understand why they are being ‘told’ to drive at a given speed if they are to be complied with.
Additional signage will not achieve much on its own. KCC’s budget has reduced and it will take a disproportionate
amount to fund speed reductions, but if there is more than a "perceived" safety reason then things will be done.
HIGHWAYS
The preferred way to let highways know about faults such as potholes or overgrown vegetation is through the website
www.kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults where details can be uploaded and locations identified. In an emergency you should
call 03000 41 81 81. There’s no need for the Parish Council to refer highways issues direct to Highways as this can
give the impression to customers that they need to come back to the Parish Council. You might be interested in the
roadworks.org website which gives details of planned works, on this website, type in the web address it will come up
with a map, in the search field type in the location and it will find details of all works for the area.

05 October 2015
06 October 2015
10 October 2015
15 October 2015
19 October 2015
24 October 2015
29 October 2015
Temporary Road Closure – Bells Farm Road, Hadlow/East Peckham – from 5 October 2015 for up to 2 weeks
There will be no access for through traffic between the junctions with Stanford Lane and Court Lane. The diversion is
via Court Lane, Haches Lane and Bullen Lane. The closure is to enable carriageway patching to be carried out.
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
This is a local initiative where active community members supported by the police monitor speeds using detection
devices. Vehicles exceeding speed limits are referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce
speeds. If you’re worried about speeding in the village and want to help do something about it, now’s your chance.
We have agreed in principal to fund the cost of equipment if at least 12 volunteers are willing to be trained to operate
the equipment. If you’re interested and would like to volunteer we’d be pleased to hear from you.
OVERGROWN PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
KCC is responsible for maintaining public rights of way. Regardless of the growing season the majority will be cut
twice each year. Report problems online at http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccesscams/issues/default.aspx.
Kent County Council Public Rights of Way Department has provided us with a copy of their vegetation clearance
schedule for East Peckham. A copy of the map is available on our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. If you are
aware of any extras which need to be added, please contact PROW directly by telephoning 03000414145.
DOG FOULING
We take dog fouling, particularly in the Playing Fields, seriously. We can’t over-stress the dangers dog faeces poses.
It is illegal not to clear up the mess left by your dog and dog mess left in public places is offensive to see, smell or
tread in. It also carries diseases, particularly Toxocariasis caused by roundworm. The microscopic eggs can remain
in the soil for up to two years and, if swallowed, develop into larvae which will travel around the body and can cause
blindness, asthma, epilepsy and general aches and pains. The Playing Fields are owned by the Parish Council but
controlled by Dog Control Orders enforced by the Borough Council. It’s such a shame that just a few uncaring dog
owners spoil things for others. Dog deposits provided it is bagged up can be put into any bin. If you see anyone
failing to clear up after their dog please contact the Community or Dog Wardens. We have a supply of dog bags
which subject to availability are available free of charge from the Parish Office. Please be aware that failing to clear
up after your dog is an offence and the Borough Council enforces dog fouling through the Dogs Fouling of Land Act
1996 which applies to all land within the borough which is in the open and to which the public have access. If you
have a dog fouling complaint obtain as much information as possible as it will assist the Dog Warden.
x For a found, lost or straying dog telephone 01732 876181 (also out of hours service), or
x For fouling, dangerous dog, a dog on dog attack or anything else telephone 01732 876147 or
x Email: dog.warden@tmbc.gov.uk.
x If a person has been bitten then the incident is to be reported to the Police on 101
POLICE
Police Contact Points are on a rolling two week schedule. The police van will be in the Co-op Car Park, Branbridges
Road, East Peckham for an hour long visit on Thursdays from 4:30pm to 5:30pm on a fortnightly basis. Come along
to talk to a neighbourhood officer about any policing concerns you may have, to get safety advice or to collect a free
crime prevention item. In an emergency, if a crime is in progress or life is in danger, call 999 For non-urgent issues
call 101 If deaf or speech impaired, text „Police „and your message to 60066 For news and advice visit
www.kent.police.uk Follow on Twitter @kent_police or @kentpoliceton Find Kent Police on Facebook.
PARKING ON PAVEMENTS
This is a common problem, partly because many roads were built before cars and because drivers want to park as
close to where they live. In areas where there are no parking restrictions the borough councils Civil Enforcement
Officers will not be able to help and the police can only enforce against dangerous parking. If you spot a vehicle
wrongly parked, call 101 and our PCSO’s will try and attend, contact the owner and get the vehicle moved on. Whilst
the PCSO’s cannot issue tickets they can issue advice notices. Parking problems are an issue of concern but there
has to be a balance between keeping pavements free for pedestrians and allowing people to park within the village.
Sometimes this has led to unofficial systems being used such as vehicles parking on pavements one side of the road
leaving the opposite pavement unobstructed where there is physically not enough room to park cars wholly on the
road; however these systems do still lead to on-going complaints. It is unfortunate however that it is nearly impossible
to please everyone when dealing with issues like this and it is best to try and find a balance that allows everyone to
get around the village as best they can whilst hopefully understanding the other side of the issue.

Contact Details:

OCTOBER 2015 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Planning & Transportation Committee, 7.00 p.m. in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room
Carers Support Group – 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room
Bulky Refuse Freighter, 8.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m., Jubilee Hall Car Park, Pippin Road
Mobile Police Station – Branbridges Road Service Station between 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
Meeting of the full Parish Council, 7.15 p.m. in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room
Bulky Refuse Freighter, 8.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m., Jubilee Hall Car Park, Pippin Road
Mobile Police Station – Branbridges Road Service Station between 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council, Karen Bell, The Parish Office, East Peckham Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road,
East Peckham, TN12 5BT, Tel/ans: 01622 871309, Email: admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk,
Twitter @EastPeckhamPC

Our Office is open weekday mornings during term time except Wednesdays. Whilst we look forward to your visits, if
you have an important matter which you wish to discuss, please make an appointment so that we can make sure
we’re available. Karen works part time and is sometimes at external meetings and therefore not always available. If
you’d like to speak to a Councillor please write, phone or email and a Councillor will contact you; alternatively you can
contact a Councillor via our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
Don’t forget that our website is a useful tool too where you can find out more about East Peckham and your Parish
Council, on the website you will find regular updates, details of all Parish Council meetings and links to agendas,
consultations and other information relevant to the whole village and you can now follow us on Twitter
@EastPeckhamPC. Our Welcome Pack is also available on our website but we do have some hard copies available
if you would like one. If you are organising an event that benefits the community and would like it included on the
Parish Council’s online calendar, email details to the Parish Office.

Bits and Pieces
GATWICK AIRPORT
In our summer newsletter we printed Gatwick Airports Statement on the Davies Commission recommendation. We
want to make it clear that the information was printed for informative purposes only. The contents should not be
taken as representing the views of the parish council.
Free Wi-Fi for Libraries
From March 2016, all libraries in England will be able to offer free Wi-Fi access. Ensuring communities across
England have access to free Wi-Fi boosts the digital economy and enables more people to take advantage of
everything the internet has to offer.
Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS)
Kent Fire and Rescue Service is launching a new free, email alert system to help keep you, your home and business
safe from chimney fires. The clean sweep alert system – is safe and easy-to-use and you can sign up in seconds. It
will send you a message to remind you to get your chimney cleaned and inspected. That way you can make sure it's
free from debris and in good working order before you light it when the weather cools down which will help to prevent
fires and structural damage to your property. If you have a chimney, open fire, wood burner, Aga or other 'real flame'
appliance, it's vital that you ensure it is properly installed and serviced by competent engineers, so you can safely
curl up next to a warm, cosy fire throughout the colder winter months. Don't take chances with safety, sign up for the
free clean sweep alert and get your chimney and flues inspected and swept annually. Follow this common sense
chimney fire safety advice and keep your home and business fires burning safely this winter. To sign up to the clean
sweep alert visit www.kent.fire-uk.org/cleansweepalert
COULD YOU SUPPORT AN ADULT IN YOUR HOME?
Go along to one of KCC’s information events to find out how you can make a difference. These events give people
the opportunity to find out what it takes to be a host and to hear first-hand from people, who have taken up this
rewarding role, as well as meeting some people who are using the service. Jacqui Brazil and her husband have
been Shared Lives Hosts for 13 years, the Shared Lives arrangement with its emphasis on social inclusion and
community support appealed to them. They currently support two adults, helping them achieve everyday tasks and
live full lives with as much independence as possible. KCC’s Shared Lives service provides short breaks, day
support and longer term support accommodation to adults with a learning disability, older people, those with mental
health needs and dementia in the host family’s own home. Hosts are well paid, have a great opportunity to develop
skills, are their own boss and have a fantastic work life balance. The scheme gives vulnerable people the opportunity
to live more independently and lead a more fulfilled life as part of a family. For the host, it’s a rewarding vocation
which gives the opportunity to make a difference to someone’s life. Future events can be found, along with more
information about Shared Lives at kent.gov.uk/sharedlives or telephone 03000 412400.

