EPPC NEWS – FEBRUARY 2016

Your monthly newsletter from East Peckham Parish Council - Working on behalf of the
people of East Peckham
Dear All,
January was a very busy month for us, four meetings took place and we are continuing with our efforts to resist the proposed
closure of the surgery. Whilst you will find all of the news and responses on our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk and twitter
updates @EastPeckhamPC we are aware that not everyone has access to computers and we are therefore printing our response
and that from Tom Tugendhat MP at the end of this newsletter. We are enormously grateful to our Borough Councillors Howard
Rogers, Jill Anderson and Janet Sergison, our County Councillor Matthew Balfour, Tom Tugendhat our MP and Baroness Emerton
for helping us in our efforts to keep the surgery here in East Peckham. We are also grateful to BBC Radio Kent for drawing
attention to this issue on their breakfast show which was aired on 11 January 2016. We have submitted a Freedom of Information
Request to NHS England asking for how many and the locations of surgery closures in rural communities, we will then be entering
into discussions with those communities to see how they fared and what advice they can give us as we do all we can to save our
surgery. We are committed to working with NHS England and Woodlands Health Centre to facilitate a positive result.
We are delighted to report that after many unexpected delays our new fingerposts have finally been installed.

Following the resignation of Amanda Hodgson at the end of 2015, we currently have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. TMBC has
not yet advised if we can fill the vacancy by co-option or if we will be having an election, nevertheless, if you are interested in
joining us at EPPC or would like to find out more, we would be delighted to hear from you. Being a Councillor can be very fulfilling.
It requires dedication and hard work (unpaid of course,) but in East Peckham it can be especially rewarding as it brings the
additional opportunity to play a significant role in shaping our dynamic and ever growing community. Parish Councils have to work
within a legal and regulatory framework which can sometimes make us appear slow and unresponsive, although this can be
frustrating it provides essential protection of council tax-payers interests and provides vital safeguards for Councillors doing their
job. We do hope that there is interest in joining our dedicated and hardworking team.
Each year we aim to set a balanced budget which reflects the services you want, whilst at the same time fulfilling our statutory
obligations. In January, we set our 2016/2017 budget; full details are on our website. Our 2016/2017 budget of £174,808 requires
a precept of £112,951 which is a very modest 2.42% increase on our 2015/2016 precept. It is hoped that we will be successful in
obtaining some grant funding which will enable us to do more in 2016/2017. If we’re successful, the kind of projects we would like
to do on behalf of the community include installing an adult Trim Trail on the Playing Fields. Would you like to sponsor a
community project? There are many projects you could help, if you’re interested please let us know.
We have news this month of a new recycling initiative to encourage the recycling of plastics. By now all residents should have
received information from the Borough Council; a copy of this information is also on our website. We are delighted to support this
new recycling initiative. If you want help disposing of your food waste, we can help as we have some kitchen caddies and inserts
which we are happy to provide FREE OF CHARGE, just call into the parish office if you would like one. For dog walkers, we
currently have some dog bags which we are also happy to provide FREE OF CHARGE.
Your Parish Council continues to strive to make our parish a desirable place to live. Please help all our community groups and
continue to do your bit where you can for where you live. Don’t forget if you’d like any information or advice on a Parish matter,
please feel free to call into the Parish Office during our normal opening hours. Don’t forget that if you have any interesting photos
from in and around the village we’d love to see them. Please email them to admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.

Kind regards
Chairman, Councillors and Clerk

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANNING
Would you be prepared to help your community? We have three ways in which you can help, first the East Peckham
Flood Group which is independent of EPPC is looking for a new Chairman, we’re also looking for someone to coordinate
the village Flood Warden Scheme and finally we’d like to have more Flood Wardens. If you’re interested and would like
to find out more please let us know. Free training is available via TMBC and all Flood Wardens are given a flood
preparedness kit. Our Community Emergency Planning Team is currently preparing a Road Closure Plan which we will
be submitting to KCC for approval. This needs to happen before we can close any roads in an emergency situation.
Want to receive Environment Agency Flood Warnings: Visit the website www.environment-agency.gov.uk. If you
would prefer to register by telephone, or need help during the registration process, call 0845 988 1188.
COMMUNITY DEFIBRILATOR AT THE JUBILEE HALL
The defibrillator is vital to the village. We offer free training to anyone wanting to know how to use it. SECAmb know
of the location of the defibrillator so when someone dials 999 about a possible heart attack, they can immediately see if
there is a defibrillator near to the caller, give them the access code and direct them there.
JUBILEE HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS
We own and manage the facilities where many activities take place from the toddlers’ groups including gym, parent and
toddlers and Mini Music Makers to activities like Keep fit, badminton, bowls and Zumba, we are also the venue for a
monthly carers group and an outdoor goal keeping school. We have hot drinks, cold drinks and snack machines too.
Please consider our facilities for your events. Whilst most users of the Sports Hall are regular there is some weekday
morning availability and we can currently offer evening and daytime availability in the Meeting Room.
A programme of activities and the organisers contact details can be found on our website. In addition to regular activities
which take place we’d like to widen the availability of sporting and other activities. We would be pleased to hear from
you if there are any indoor or outdoor activities you would like provided such as archery, cycling and running clubs. We
would also be pleased to hear from you if you would be interested in starting up a new activity.
Children’s Party Packages: We have some fantastic packages, offering hassle free solutions to make your event a
great success. For more information such as costs and availability please contact the Parish Office,
Business Event Solutions: We offer solutions for business events such as one-to-one consultations to a classroom or
meeting venue. We provide a great space for training, meetings and exhibitions. We now have a hearing loop and a
projector which can be hired. Please contact us for more information such as costs and availability.
The playing fields are a lovely open space and are open to everyone all year round. We want them to be a haven for
you to enjoy peace and quiet and for children to play safely, families to picnic and joggers to run securely. So that
the playing fields are well equipped with leisure facilities for everyone, we’ll continue to develop them.
TENNIS COURT
The Tennis Court is open all year round and is free to use on a first come first served basis by residents and those
who work in East Peckham. If you would like to use the tennis court for a specific purpose we can take bookings.
ALLOTMENTS
Allotments are provided on land adjacent to the Playing Fields. The annual rents are very reasonable. We currently
have two vacant plots. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office.
EAST PECKHAM BUSINESS COMMUNITY
Are you a member of the Business Community? Would you like to see the village have a business forum? If so, we’d
like to hear from you. Some of the things the forum could do are create a loyalty scheme, publish a business directory
and produce a visitor’s information leaflet. It would be fantastic if the East Peckham Business Community could come
together for a ‘Showcase Evening’ where local businesses could display their ‘commodities’. So many products are
made locally it would be wonderful to showcase them to the community. We think it would be a wonderful opportunity
for everyone to see what is produced, meet the business owners and find out about local services and trades available
right on our doorsteps. To kick start this initiative, we would like to invite representatives from local businesses and
community groups to a networking breakfast, please let us know if this is something that would be of interest to you.
BLOOMING IN EAST PECKHAM
We would like to form an East Peckham in Bloom group whose aim would be to enhance the appearance of the village.
If you’re a local business and would like to sponsor this project, let us know. We’ve many ideas for brightening up our
village which we hope local businesses will want to sponsor. If you’ve any ideas and are interested in becoming part of
the East Peckham in Bloom group, let us know. We’re looking for garden enthusiasts, carpenters/DIY’ers, artists or if
you just generally want to be involved in the community. Let’s get our village of East Peckham looking beautiful in 2016
and be proud of where we live! 2016 will also see the return of the Garden Competition.

ABANDONED VEHICLES
These can be reported at http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-and-planning/abandoned-vehicles.
PARKING STILL AN ISSUE!
We take the issue of inconsiderate and dangerous parking seriously and are continuing to work with KCC, The Police,
the Community Warden and TMBC to investigate ideas and schemes to alleviate the problem. Please be a considerate
vehicle user. Pedestrians, wheelchairs, pushchairs, cyclists all need to use the full width of the footways. Private
driveways, entrances and junctions need to be kept clear of obstruction for safety reasons. Please help us to help you.
LITTERING
Litter doesn’t clear itself away. The cost of clearing litter runs into hundreds of pounds. A person is guilty of a littering
offence if they throw down, drop or deposit and then leave it in a public place. TMBC will respond to complaints and has
the power to issue fixed penalty notices. If you’d like to do your bit to help keep East Peckham tidy, please clear up
your frontages and collect rubbish along your roads. Our thanks go to the unsung heroes who regularly collect litter.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTTEE
The Committee aims to represent the views of the community when consulted on planning applications and to improve
transportation issues in East Peckham. The committee has recently considered the following:
TM/15/03257/AT

Illuminated pole sign and round wall mounted sign at The Co-Operative, 50 Pound Road
OBJECTION to the illuminated pole sign on the grounds that this was considered inappropriate and
excessive development within village confines. NO OBJECTION to the wall mounted sign

TM/15/03418/FL

First floor rear extension at 6 Medway Meadows, East Peckham

NO OBJECTION

TM/15/03440/FL

Two storey side extension at 17 Fell Mead, East Peckham

NO OBJECTION

TM/15/03447/FL

Retrospective. First floor covered balcony to rear of 7 Old Road

OBJECTION

TM/15/03724/HN

Notification under S75 of Environment Act 1995 & Hedgerow Regulations 1997: To enable farming
operations to be carried out on redundant roadway
NO OBJECTION

TM/15/03573/FL

Demolition of existing warehouse/storage building and erection of two semi-detached dwellings with
associated garaging and parking at 396 Bullen Lane, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION

15/508610/FULL

Retention of access track for agricultural use at Hartlake Road, Tudeley

OBJECTION

TM/15/03828/FL

Single storey side extension to form utility room at 297 Hale Street

NO OBJECTION

TM/15/03885/PDVAR

Change of use of agricultural building(s) to 4 bedroom dwelling (Use Class C3) and associated operational
development at Addlestead Farm Barn, Snoll Hatch Road
NO OBJECTION

TM/15/01948/FL

Change of use and extension to redundant telephone exchange to create two bedroom dwelling with
parking at Telephone Exchange, Old Road, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION

TM/15/03883/FL

Demolition of shed & replacement out building at 43 Chidley Cross Rd

TM/15/03658/FL

Demolition of barn/container, erection of student welfare building at Grove Farm NO OBJECTION

NO OBJECTION

HIGHWAYS
The preferred and quickest way to let highways know about faults such as potholes or overgrown vegetation is through
the website www.kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults. In an emergency you should call 03000 41 81 81. There’s no need for
EPPC to refer issues direct as this can give the impression to customers that they need to come back to the Parish
Council. You might be interested in the roadworks.org website which gives details of planned works.
PARKING AT THE PRIMARY SCHOOL & SPEED CHECKS OF OLD ROAD, CHURCH LANE & POUND ROAD
In December, Kent Police conducted a High Visibility patrol and Speed Checks on Old Road and Pound Road
Speed Checks: Police were present for 40 minutes and rotated around different areas and sides of the road, they
observed approximately 80 vehicles with the fasted vehicle being recorded at 31mph. The average speed was 26mph.
They then moved onto Pound Road outside the School. One vehicle was found to be travelling at 39mph within the
30mph limit. The driver was stopped and given words of advice, she was a local resident whose child attends the
School. The average speed was 30mph with approximately 40 vehicles having been checked.
Parking at East Peckham Primary School: The Police assisted with parking around the area of Pound Road, Chidley
Cross Road and Church Lane. They were joined by a Civil Enforcement Officer from TMBC and two drivers were given
words of advice and moved on as they were intending to park on the junction of Chidley Cross Road, not leaving
sufficient distance from the junction for other road users. There were no other traffic offences whilst they were present,
however they did speak to a high number of residents and parents who were pleased to see them and were certain that
usually without their attendance the parking would cause more issues.

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
Speedwatch is where community members supported by the police monitor speeds using detection devices. Vehicles
exceeding speed limits are referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce speeds. If you’re worried
about speeding and want to help do something about it, now’s your chance. We have agreed in principal to fund the
cost of equipment if we have at least 12 volunteers. About six more volunteers in order to move this project forward.
OVERGROWN PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
KCC is responsible for maintaining public rights of way. Report problems by telephoning 03000 414145 or online at
http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccesscams/issues/default.aspx.
DOG FOULING
We take dog fouling seriously and over-stress the dangers dog faeces poses. It’s illegal not to clear up the mess left by
your dog and dog mess in public places is offensive to see, smell or tread in. It’s a shame that just a few uncaring dog
owners spoil things for others. Dog deposits provided it’s bagged up can be put into any bin. If you see anyone failing
to clear up after their dog please contact the Community or Dog Wardens. Please be aware that failing to clear up after
your dog is an offence and TMBC enforces dog fouling through the Dogs Fouling of Land Act 1996 which applies to all
land within the borough which is open and to which the public have access.
• For a found, lost or straying dog telephone 01732 876181 (also out of hours service), or
• For fouling, dangerous dog, a dog on dog attack etc. telephone 01732 876147 or Email: dog.warden@tmbc.gov.uk.
• If a person has been bitten then the incident is to be reported to the Police on 101
POLICE
Police Contact Points are on a rolling two week schedule. The police van will be in the Co-op Car Park, Branbridges
Road, East Peckham for an hour on Thursdays from 4:30pm-5:30pm. Come along to talk to a neighbourhood officer
about any policing concerns you may have. In an emergency, if a crime is in progress or life is in danger, call 999 For
non-urgent issues call 101 If deaf or speech impaired, text „Police „ and your message to 60066 For news and advice
visit www.kent.police.uk , Twitter @kent_police or @kentpoliceton Find Kent Police on Facebook.
Environmental Champions wanted – nominations please!
TMBC is inviting people to nominate residents to become a ‘Love Where You Live’ Environmental Champion. The
scheme is open to all Tonbridge and Malling residents. Previous winners have been rewarded for a range of activities
including organising Bash the Trash events, working as a Street Monitor, organising Farmers’ Markets, taking part in
community days and organising events to raise awareness of environmental issues. The awards are supported by
Veolia Environmental Services. The deadline for nominations is Monday 8 February 2016. Nomination forms are
available online at www.tmbc.gov.uk/ECA2016 or by emailing lovewhereyoulive@tmbc.gov.uk. The winners will receive
their awards at a special ceremony at Tonbridge Castle in Spring 2016.
Winter Driving
Severe weather can strike suddenly so the best advice if it does is to avoid the roads if you can. If you must drive then
taking a few precautions will give you peace of mind such as plan your journey during wintry weather conditions, Keep
your vehicle in good condition – check the tyres and anti-freeze regularly, be prepared for the worst, carry water and
food, a torch, boots, extra clothing and a mobile phone, adjust your driving to the conditions of the road. The Highways
Agency is responsible for the motorways and trunk roads in England, if you need further information on winter driving
please visit highways.giv.uk. for weather reports please visit metoffice.gov.uk.
Kent Fire and Rescue new Alert Service
Sign up for their free clean sweep alert and Kent Fire and Rescue Service will then send you a free email reminder each
spring to remind you to get your chimney sweep and inspected prior to lighting fires or wood burning stoves for the first
time. The alert service is quick to register and free. Kent.fire-uk.org/news/campaigns/clean-sweep-alert/
01 February 2016
04 February 2016
13 February 2016
15 - 19 February 2016
18 February 2016
22 February 2016
27 February 2016

Contact Details:

FEBRUARY 2016 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Planning & Transportation Committee, 7.00 p.m. in the Jubilee Hall Meeting Room
Mobile Police Station – Branbridges Road Service Station between 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
Bulky Refuse Freighter, 8.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m., Jubilee Hall Car Park, Pippin Road
Office Closed
Mobile Police Station – Branbridges Road Service Station between 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
Bulky Refuse Freighter, 8.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m., Jubilee Hall Car Park, Pippin Road
EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council, Karen Bell, East Peckham Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT, Tel:
01622 871309, Email: admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk Twitter @EastPeckhamPC

EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council, Mrs. K Bell
East Peckham Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 5BT
Telephone: 01622 871309, Web: www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk,
Email: admin@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk, Twitter @EastPeckhamPC

Ms S Barker & Partners
Woodlands Health Centre
Allington Road
Paddock Wood
Tonbridge
Kent
TN12 6AX
07 January 2016
Dear Sirs/Madams
RE

POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF EAST PECKHAM SURGERY

I write on behalf of the Parish Council. Enclosed are letters and emails which the Parish Council has received from
concerned residents and patients. I trust that these will be acknowledged and responded to individually. The Parish
Council has enlisted the support of Matthew Balfour our County Councillor, Howard Rogers, Janet Sergison and Jill
Anderson our Borough Councillors and Tom Tugendhat MP who on our behalf will be raising the matter with the Health
Minister and other Government Health officials.
The consultation period offered has allowed the Parish Council very little time to respond especially as it has been
interrupted by the Christmas and New Year break. The Parish Council understands that discussions were taking place
between the landlord, Woodlands Health Centre and NHS England as early as March 2015 and yet it was not until early
December 2015 that the Parish Council and East Peckham patients were consulted. Had the Parish Council been
involved in discussions earlier in this process we could have been part of a solution. It is essential that a proper
consultation takes place, the Parish Council believes that the process has been flawed and not open, fair or reasonable
to the extent that its legality is questionable and that it could be challenged under a judicial review.
Having considered this matter carefully, the Parish Council is of the opinion that the proposal to close the surgery has
been hasty and that very little consideration has been given to East Peckham patients especially those who are aged
and infirm and those with mobility and transport difficulties. It is certainly far too premature at this stage to be
considering the closure of the branch surgery when there are viable options which have not yet been fully explored.
Whilst there are possible solutions consideration of the closure of such an important local front line service to this rural
community should be delayed
The Parish Council has a front of house role to play here in maintaining the well-being of the community we serve, it is
therefore important that we have the correct facts and information on which this issue is based, we will then be able to
help calm fears and develop an approach where we can at least mitigate issues but hopefully do more than that. It
would be useful if you could let the Parish Council know how we can help and how you would envisage this developing.
The Parish Council is not opposed to change, we do however want to be part of a solution and we are in a position
where we might be able to offer funding towards the cost of the work which will bring the premises up to standard,
alternative premises or land on which a mobile facility could be located. We would like to enter negotiations in this
respect as soon as possible; and are fully supportive in finding a solution to keep the surgery open. We are not
convinced by the reasons given for a possible closure, i.e. the higher rent can be met from central or local funding and
the alleged lack of conformity to present standards can be overcome. The proposals will not save money, quite the
opposite in fact as should the surgery close there will be an increase in home visits and visits to A & E which will cost
the NHS more money in the longer term than it would in keeping the surgery open.
It is essential that representatives from NHS England visit the village and meet with the Parish Council and those
affected so that there can be an understanding on what the closure of the branch surgery would mean to over 2,000
East Peckham patients. We have access to the Tonbridge and Malling Health and Social Care Maps and some of the
population indices do show a higher than normal local elderly need.

We feel it is impractical for Woodlands Health Centre to cope with the East Peckham patients in Paddock Wood. The
expansion of Paddock Wood by over 600 new properties and an estimated 1,200 + new patients in the near future will, I
believe, make it exceedingly difficult for Woodlands Health Centre with its rapidly extending surgery boundary to provide
and offer adequate medical care to all its patients from the one surgery in Paddock Wood.
Having looked at the NHS England document: A Guide to our Vision & Purpose, 2014, I note that certain vision
statements have been made; I hope they will be used in practice in the situation facing East Peckham, especially the
following:
• “We listen, we are open and transparent and we work with patients, the public and partners to get the
best outcomes
• Everyone has greater control of their health and their wellbeing, supported to live longer, healthier lives
by high quality health and care services that are compassionate, inclusive and constantly improving.
• We are committed to a dynamic and innovative NHS
• We tackle inequalities, we listen, we are open and transparent and we work with patients, the public and
partners to get the best outcomes
• We work to improve the lives of individuals, local communities and the population as a whole
• We have a single, common definition of high quality care: it is safe, effective and a positive patient
experience”
I trust that you will do the right thing for the residents and community of East Peckham by entering into discussions with
the Parish Council on what support and assistance we can offer in order to retain the surgery who’s closure should be
considered as a very last option especially in view of the fact that the doctors at Woodlands Health Centre are
completely committed towards retaining a branch surgery in East Peckham. The consultation period should therefore
be extended and any closure plans for the East Peckham surgery put on hold whilst all options are fully investigated in
terms of viability and cost.
I would be grateful if you would confirm receipt of this letter. I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully
COPY
Karen Bell
Clerk to East Peckham Parish Council

