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WELCOME
We have been very encouraged by the response from our newsletters. There is so
much going on of interest that it impossible to cover subjects in detail so if you want
to know more about any item you can by following our Facebook, Twitter and
website. One of our aims is to deliver a greater awareness in our community of local
resources and social hubs which can make a difference to all our lives.
As 2019 gets underway there is always a need for more VOLUNTEERS in many of
the organisations that make East Peckham a great place to live in. The regular
features of our newsletter include information regarding the work of the parish council
and local PLANNING issues. Also, you will find more information of our GRANT
SCHEMES which are available for youth projects and to groups and organisations.
This year we are particularly interested in receiving applications from groups that aim
to improve resident’s health and wellbeing.
I would like to thank you all for coming to the Annual Meeting of the Parish which was
held on 25 March 2019, it was an occasion for us to celebrate all that is good in East
Peckham. We were delighted that joining us were Christine Parker who gave us an
excellent presentation on how East Peckham can become a dementia friendly
village, our Borough Councillors Howard Rogers and Jill Anderson were present, and
they told us all more about Tonbridge and Malling Borough Councils New Waste and
Recycling Services, there was a Q & A session with Matt Boughton who was
representing our MP Tom Tugendhat. We were also delighted to have the company
of Sarah Barker the Chairman of the Kent Association of Local Councils who
presented the 2019 KALC Community Award. Following the conclusion of the
formalities we invited those present to take the opportunity to have ‘one to one’
discussions with councillors and our speakers over cheese and wine. A resident
proposed a vote of thanks to the council for its efforts over the past year which was
very well received. We always welcome your comments, good or bad, so please tell
us what you think, and we will listen.
Steph Watson
Chairman, East Peckham Parish Council

Parish Election 02 May 2019 - Have You Considered becoming a Parish
Councillor?

Are you looking for a new challenge? Do you want to make a positive difference?
Would you like to influence decisions that affect your community?
On Thursday, 02 May 2019, there is to be a Parish Election why not consider
standing for election
You will need to attend Parish Council meetings held one a month and spend some
extra time on areas of specialism of interest. You must be aged 18 or over, be a
local government elector of the Parish or a person who during the whole of the twelve
months before nomination as a candidate occupied land or other premise as owner

or tenant in the parish or has during the same period lived int hat area of whining
there miles therefore or has during the same period worked principally or only in the
parish area. For more information about standing as a Candidate please visit
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/local-elections-inengland. You will also find information on our website.
Being a Councillor can be fulfilling. It requires dedication and hard work but in East
Peckham it can be especially rewarding as it brings the opportunity to play a
significant role in shaping our dynamic and ever-growing community. We work within
a legal and regulatory framework which can sometimes make us appear slow and
unresponsive, although this can be frustrating it provides essential protection for
council tax-payers interests and provides vital safeguards for Councillors doing their
job.
Purdah 22 March – 02 May 2019
Purdah is the term used to describe the pre-election period, between the time an
election is announced and the date the election is held. During that period central
and local government are subject to certain restrictions. For local government, the
restrictions relate to communications activity and are designed to ensure that
councils cannot be accused of bias. The pre-election, or Purdah period, will run from
Friday 22 March to 10pm on Thursday 2 May 2019. During Purdah we will:
 Give no publicity to matters which are politically controversial
 Make no reference to election candidates in our press releases or social media
 Not issue photographs of candidates or hold press photo opportunities or launch
events featuring any candidates
 Not post on our social media platforms about any matters which are politically
controversial
 Remove any visitor posts on our social media which are politically controversial
Parish Council Meetings
Parish Council Meetings are held at 7.00 p.m. on the first and third Monday of the
month (except August) and always at the Jubilee Hall
Meetings are open to the public who are encouraged to attend
Agendas are published on the Parish Council Noticeboard at the Village Stores
and on the website at www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of meetings are available to the whole community, they can either be
downloaded from our website, or you can request a paper copy, or you can visit our
office and view the current years minutes and those which we have archived.
The next meetings will be on
Monday 01 April – Planning and Transportation Committee
Monday 15 April – Full Council
Monday 29 April – Planning & Transportation Committee followed Finance
Committee
Monday 20 May 2019 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council followed by meeting of
the Planning and Transportation Committee and Finance Committee

Spotlight on Volunteering

We are very lucky in that there are lots of amazing groups and organisations in the
village, lots of which are run by volunteers. Unfortunately, a lot of these groups are
struggling to keep going and really need to recruit new volunteers. Did you know that
volunteering can bring huge benefits for the volunteers as well as the people you are
helping> Benefits such as counteracting the effects of stress, anger, anxiety,
combatting depressions increased self-confidence, a sense of purpose, making new
friends, looking good on your CV and helping with job prospects as well as helping
you stay physically healthy?

New Defibrillator in the Village Centre
We are delighted to have recently installed the 2nd public access defibrillator in the
Parish at the Merry Boys Public House this has been joint funded by the Parish
Council and by Matthew Balfour our County Councillor. Our other defibrillator is on
the outside wall of the Jubilee Hall at Pippin Road.
Anyone can use the defibrillator, no training is needed, the defibrillator will talk you
though how to use it.
Red Box Project
The idea behind the Red Box Project is to quietly ensure that no young woman
misses school or suffers embarrassment because she has her period. We know that
schools already do what they can in this area. The Red Box Project is all about
giving young women in need - whether for financial or social reasons - the
reassurance of enough sanitary pads for their entire period plus a couple left over for
next time. This is what makes it special. Currently we have three donation points,
they are the Jubilee Hall, Touch of Perfection at The Hop Farm and the Library. We
are asking for donations of sanitary items. This is a very simple, no frills project and
is entirely funded by community kindness, woman to young woman. When the boxes
are full we will take them into the local schools. We hope this project really makes a
difference.

Christmas Lighting
We can reveal that the 2018 Christmas Lighting Scheme cost £9,535, and that we
will be carrying forward to the 2019 Christmas Lights £2,272 this together with the
Parish Councils grant of £5,000 and the Borough Council Grant of £560 give us a
budget of £7,832 without additional fundraising. If you would like to see bigger and
brighter Christmas Lighting in 2019 and the continuation of the fabulous Switch On
event do please join us in fundraising and organising the Switch On event.

JUBILEE HALL - FANTASTIC VENUE AVAILABLE IN EAST PECKHAM
We have two rooms available (sports hall and a smaller meeting / committee room)
We can accommodate most activities such as children’s parties, book clubs, craft
groups, meetings, group gatherings.
Surrounded by 15 acres of playing fields we offer very competitive hire rates, a large
car park, WIFI, fully equipped kitchen, changing rooms, projector and screen
Please email councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk for more information

Jubilee Hall
We own and manage the Jubilee Hall complex consisting of the Playing Fields, Car
Park, Sports Hall and Meeting Room. The complex hosts many regular activities
such as Bootcamp, Gym Box, Body Pump, various Keep fit classes, badminton, table
tennis and Zumba; we’re also the venue for the weekly Parent & Toddler Group and
the monthly carers group. Other amenities include WIFI, well-equipped kitchen,
changing rooms, a projector and a screen. Our facilities are perfect for most events.
If you’re looking for a venue, please contact us for details of availability and hire
charges.
‘What’s On’ in the Jubilee Hall?
You will find a list of regular activities and contact information on our website and on
our noticeboard in the foyer which is open during our office hours. Activities of note
include:
 The East Peckham Toddler Group - Friday mornings during term times between
9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.





East Peckham Rainbows - after Easter on Mondays between 5.45 p.m. – 6.45
p.m.
The East Peckham Charity Cycle Ride will be taking place on 12 May 2019.
The East Peckham 10K Charity run will be taking place on 04 August 2019.

Children’s Party Packages: We have some fantastic packages, offering hassle free
solutions to make your life easier and your event a great success.
Business Events: We can offer solutions for business events such as one-to-one
consultations to a classroom or meeting venue. We can provide a great space for
training, meetings and exhibitions.
Playing Fields
The playing fields are a beautiful open space and are open to all. We want them to
be a haven for you to enjoy the peace and quiet and for children to play safely,
families to picnic, joggers to run securely, play rounder’s, kick a football, fly a kite or
just a place to sit and contemplate. Our outdoor equipment consists of an obstacle
course, outdoor gym, ball court, play areas, street snooker and a tennis court.
Textile Bank
Installed in the Jubilee Hall Car Park is a bright orange textile bank which is proving
to be popular. We hope it will help in our campaign for a ‘greener’ village.
Community Grants
If your group or organisation would like to apply for a small grant, please visit our
website where you’ll find details of our grants policy and an application form.
Streetlights
As part of our village enhancement programme, at our March Meeting we approved
the installation of two new streetlights. The new streetlights will soon be installed at
the junctions of Bramley Road with Pound Road and Old Road with Orchard Road.
While on the subject of streeltights, if you notice any problems with do please let us
know
East Peckham Loyalty Scheme
Participating retailers include Khan Spice, the Post Office, Village Butchers and
Store, Pam’s Pantry, Headlocks Hair Design, Heavenly Glaze, Irelands Bakery,
Pound Fish Bar, Field Pharmacy and County Fires. Look out for the leaflets at
participating retailers and pick up your loyalty card. The next draw will take place in
July.
Parish Emergency Plans
What If? Most of us don’t really want to think about real life emergencies, but they do
happen. What if we’re cut of because of snowfall or flooding? What if water,
electricity or telephones are cut off for more than a few hours? How would you cope
in these sort of emergencies? The Parish Council is helping the community and has
put together a Community Emergency Plan.
How Can I help? Do you know anyone in your community who might need help in
an emergency and if you are able and willing to offer that help then talk to them and
plan the best way to do this? You could become a Flood Wardens, if you are
interested and would like to find out more, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Sandbag Containers: The containers located in the Pound Road and Pippin Road
(Jubilee Hall) car parks will be opened by any Parish Council Representative or
Flood Warden if we believe that residential areas are threatened with flooding. It is
worth remembering that sandbags are not for the protection of outbuildings or
garages and the first line of defence in any emergency is to be self-sufficient.
Flood Warnings: To receive warnings from the Environment Agency, register on the
website www.environment-agency.gov.uk or telephone 0845 988 1188.
East Peckham Flood Relief Update:
 The EA is developing an outline business plan which will protect residential and
business properties and might have an outline scheme available for consultation
by the end of the year. The EA is considering smaller projects which would
protect individual households as well as a major flood prevention scheme. There
is possibly a technical solution, but no one has come up with the funding needed,
TMBC is prepared to commit some funding towards an EP Scheme but Zurich
which owns a large proportion of the Branbridges business park is unwilling to
contribute any funds.
 Work recently carried out on the Coult Stream barrier were in the interests of
public safety

How can I find out about Planning in my village?
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applications in the parish and
has a separate planning committee which meets to discuss planning applications in
the parish and agree their views and comments to be submitted to Tonbridge and
Malling Borough Council. These are public meetings which residents are more than
welcome to attend. The Parish Council does not pass or refuse applications, these
decisions are made by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council.
Councillors continue to work hard to ensure that our views are considered by the
Borough Council when decisions on planning applications are made. However,
people often say to us “I didn’t know anything about the house being built near me! I
didn’t see any yellow notices about this! How do I find out more about planning
applications near where I live? We have put together the following guide about how
you can keep yourself up to date.








Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council will write to residential properties with an
immediate boundary to the application site, but this does not necessarily include
all neighbours who may be affected by the applications.
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council yellow site notices that are often seen on
lamp posts are not displayed for all applications – generally only when the
application affects a public right of way, listed building or is within a conservation
area.
Visit the Parish Councils website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk or phone the
parish council office on 01622 871309 or call into the office at the Jubilee Hall.
Visit the Parish Councils Facebook page
Visit the Parish Councils Twitter Account @EastPeckhamPC
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Councils website planning page



You can comment on applications online on Tonbridge and Malling Borough
Councils website or in writing to the planning officer

Planning Applications
We have recently considered the following planning applications:
TM/19/00182/FL
The erection of two oak garages to serve 218 Hale Street and
new property approved under TM/18/01742/FL and the
conversion of the paddocks into gardens at Harps End, 218
Hale Street, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION
TM/19/00328/FL

Construction of café to support previously approved fishing
lakes at Recreation Lane West of Branbridges Industrial Estate
NO OBJECTION

TM/19/00406/FL

Variation of condition 2 of TM/18/01742/FL to enable use of
alternative external materials at Harps End, 218 Hale Street
NO OBJECTION

TM/19/00426/FL

Part two storey and part first floor side extension at 2 Fell
Mead, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION

TM/19/00431/TNCA T1 Oak – Reduce overall by 35 – 40% at Runnymede, 126
Addlestead Road, East Peckham
NO OBJECTION
TM/19/00399/FL

Erection of a single, two storey dwelling, the laying of a private
garden, three car parking spaces, driveway and landscaping at
Lane Between 188 and 204 Tonbridge Road, East Peckham
OBJECTION

TM/19/00475/FL

Single storey flat roof extension measuring 3,500 x 3,000 at 22
Pippin Road, East Peckham
NO
OBJECTION

Planning Decisions
TMBC HAS GRANTED PERMISSION for the following
TM/18/02634/RD
Details of condition 3 (levels), 7 (landscaping), 8 (revised
fencing), 17 (contaminated land site investigation) and 18
(remediation scheme) pursuant to planning permission
TM/18/00832/FL (Demolition of an existing building and
change of use of land to car sales yard, including use of listed
building as ancillary office) at 51 Branbridges Road
TM/18/02623/FL

Change of use from seasonal to permanent residential at No 4
Caravan Site, Pinkham, East Peckham

Stonecastle Quarry
Much has been reported on social media about quarrying activities at Stonecastle
Quarry some of it has been misleading. We can confirm that Kent County Council
has granted Planning Permission for the quarrying activity taking place. The Parish
Councils views are as follows:

The quarries are wet so we do not believe the village and surrounding areas will
be affected by dust pollution
 We are satisfied with the assurances issued by Tarmac that any noise produced
will be monitored closely and that surrounding areas would be shielded by bunds,
soundproof fencing and tree planning.
 It was unfortunate that there will be some disruption to wildlife but afterwards the
quarry will be turned into a nature reserve which will be more beneficial to wildlife
in the long term than heavily farmed land.
 The sand and gravel pits will help to prevent flooding by increasing the volume of
water held during heavy rain.
 We will continue to be represented on the Stonecastle Liaison Committee by two
Parish Councillors.
 The Parish Council does not object to the inclusion of Stonecastle Quarry in the
Kent Minerals Plan.
Tarmac has produced a Q & A sheet which is available to view and download from
our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.



There has been a noticeable increase in dog fouling in the parish recently. If you
witness dog waste not being picked up by the owner you can report this to the
Community Warden or to Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. The maximum
fine for dog fouling is £1,000. If you’ve a dog fouling complaint obtain as much
information as possible as it will assist the Dog Warden. For a found, lost or straying
dog telephone 01732 876181, for fouling, dangerous dog, dog on dog attack or
anything else telephone 01732 876147 or Email: dog.warden@tmbc.gov.uk. If a
person has been bitten report the incident to the Police on 101
Saturday Freighter Service Schedule
The schedule for East Peckham Pippin Road (Jubilee Hall Car Park) is:

23rd March: 08:00 to 09:00
13th April: 10:30 to 11:30
27th April: 08:00 to 09:00
11th May: 10:30 to 11:30
25th May: 08:00 to 09:00

TMBC New Waste & Recycling Service
TMBC has awarded an eight-year contract for a new recycling and waste collection
and street cleansing service to Urbaser Ltd. The new contract will commence on 01
March and will provide improved recycling and street cleansing services. Initially
services will continue as before. Information on the new service is available on our
website and there will be leaflet drops to residential properties. TMBC invite you to
visit one of their Recycling Roadshows and chat to their recycling team to find out
more about the new service and improvements to your recycling collections

Date

Time

Location

Friday 26th April

09:00 – 3:30pm

Asda, 1 Alexander Grove, Kingshill,
West Malling, ME19 4SZ

Tuesday 14th May

09:00 - 11:00am

Hildenborough Farmers Market, St Johns Church
Centre,
Tonbridge Road, Hildenborough TN 11 9HT

Thursday 23rd
May

0900 – 11:00am

Sunday 16th June

09:30 – 1:30pm

Aylesford Priory Farmers Market, Aylesford
Priory
Aylesford ME20 7BX

Friday 21st June

09:00 – 3:30pm

Tesco Lunsford Park, Larkfield,

Shipbourne Farmers Market, St Giles' Church,

Stumble Hill, Shipbourne,TN11 9PF

Aylesford, ME20 6RJ
Friday 6th
September









09:00 – 3:30pm

Asda 1 Alexander Grove,
Kings Hill, West Malling ME19 4SZ

Get in touch
Call into the office: Clerk to the Council, Karen Bell, Parish Office, East Peckham
Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham, TN12 5BT
Telephone: 01622 871309,
Email: councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Your Councillors – through the website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Office hours for drop in enquiries – weekdays 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. (not Wednesdays)
Twitter: @EastPeckhamPC
Facebook East Peckham Parish Council

Coming to East Peckham
Pop-Up Café and Information Hub
Jubilee Hall Car Park
Monday 8th July
Monday 15th April
Monday 19th August
Monday 13th May
Monday 16th September
Monday 10th June
Monday 14th October
10.30 – 12.30
Come and get together with old friends and new. Have a cuppa and a delicious slice of
cake. We’ll have all sorts of local information available or you can just come for a chat.
Please help us to spread the word. Everyone welcome ... see you soon!
Can’t get there under your own steam? Call us and we’ll see if we can help.
Liza: 07771 661871

Kathy: 07341 737041

