EAST PECKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
…… MAKING A DIFFERENCE – NOVEMBER 2020
This newsletter is brought to you by East Peckham Parish Council
East Peckham Parish Council

@EastPeckhamPC

Hello Residents
We would like to start by thanking all the unsung heroes within the village during the coronavirus pandemic. From
keyworkers and carers on the frontline, to the bin crews, the shelf stackers, the delivery drivers or maybe just the
person who has gone the extra mile to take care of the elderly and vulnerable people within our community. We
write as new restrictions have come into force, do please follow the new guidance, and keep safe. Whilst the
East Peckham Volunteer Support Scheme ended in the summer we are ready to restart the scheme at a
moment’s notice.
This month we report the resignation of Craig Matthews, Craig was instrumental in getting our fabulous Bike Park
off the ground and he remains committed to overseeing this project. This means that we have two Parish
Councillor vacancies. If you’re interested in becoming a Parish Councillor and have the correct qualifying criteria,
please send your CV and a covering letter to councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk detailing why you think
you are suitable. The role is unpaid and does not have any power. Decisions are made collectively at public
meetings, but this is an ideal opportunity if you care about the community in which you live or work and would like
to contribute towards making a difference.
Remembrance Day in East Peckham is going to be very different this year. Due to the current Covid-19
restrictions; there will be no parade and no service, instead Remembrance at home is being encouraged. There
will however be an Act of Remembrance at 10.55 a.m. on November 08 2020 which will be led by Rev Carr, he
will be joined by our Chairman Mick Barton who will read out the names of our fallen heroes from WW1 and
WW2 and by Parish Councillor Emma Wilkinson who will be laying a wreath on behalf of the East Peckham
Community.
Until this time next month – take care
Kind regards
Chairman, Councillors and Clerk

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
Parish Council meetings: The dates and times of our next meetings are as follows. The
meetings will be held using Zoom, but you will still be able to join us. Please see our website
www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk for details on how to join our meetings using Zoom.
02 November 2020
16 November 2020

7.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

Planning and Transportation Committee
Full Parish Council

Agendas are published on the Parish Council Noticeboards on the side of the Village Stores
and opposite the Primary School and on the website at www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of meetings are available to the whole community, they can either be downloaded
from our website, you can request a paper copy, or you can visit our office and view the
current years minutes and those which we have archived.
Staying in Touch: These are excellent sources of information so please keep checking
Facebook
East Peckham Parish Council
Website
www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Twitter
@EastPeckhamPC
Newsletter
Published monthly on our website, also available from the Library, Village
Stores and Post Office.
During the Covid 19 pandemic, the Parish Council is carrying on as normal and helping
residents where we can. If you need our help you can either contact our Council Manager by
email to councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk, or Parish Councillors Dale Fairless or
Mick
Barton
by
email
to
mick.barton@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
or
dale.fairless@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk. All of your parish councillors can be contacted via
our website.
Councillors Areas
East Peckham is not warded, however in order to give you a specific point of contact on the council; we have
divided the village into areas and areas as follows:
Hale Street, Bardsley Close, Hale Court, Medway Meadows, Cates Court & Maidstone Rd
TBC

Smithers Lane, Pattenden Gardens, Hop Bine Close, Smithers Court, Beltring Road)
Branbridges Road & Maidstone Road (A26)
Old Road, Strettitt Gardens, Pinkham & Pinkham Gardens

TBC

Addlestead Road, Chidley Cross Road, Caysers Croft & Tonbridge Road

D. Fairless

Pound Road & The Old Dairy

E. Wilkinson

Orchard Road, The Freehold, Red Roses, Marvillion & Snoll Hatch Road

T. Fryer

Whitebine, Golding & Henham Gardens & Crown Acres

M. Barton

Fell Mead, Stockenbury, Bramley Road, Pippin Road & Russett Road

J. Bates

Hatches Lane, Bullen Lane, Bells Farm Road, Grove Close & Stanford Lane

S. North

Westwood Road, Drage Road, William Luck Close & Cotman Way

D. Seal

Court Lodge, Roydon Hall & Bush Roads, Seven Mile, Martins & Church Lanes

M. Ferguson

TBC

Welcome Handbook
If you are new to the village, a warm welcome. Our Welcome Handbook is available to
download from our website, copies can also be obtained from your parish councillors or from
our office.
Community Matters to Us
There is so much going on of interest that it is impossible to cover subjects in detail so if you
want to know more about any item you can by following our Facebook, Twitter, and website.
One of our aims is to deliver a greater awareness in our community of local resources and
social hubs which can make a difference to all our lives. The regular features of our
newsletter include information regarding the WORK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL and local
PLANNING issues. Also, you will find more information of our GRANT SCHEMES which are
available for youth projects and to groups and organisations. We are particularly interested
in receiving applications from groups that aim to improve resident’s health and wellbeing.
2021/2022 Budget
Work has started on our 2021/2022 budget as soon as our draft budget has been prepared
we will put it out for community consultation.
Parish Council supporting local Groups and Organisations
At our September meeting we approved a temporary Loan to East Peckham Magazine so
that its publication costs can be paid until the magazine is able to re-establish itself as a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. So far this year we have also been able to help the
Salvation Army with a donation, we have contributed £180.00 towards the publication costs
of Lockdown Bear’s Photo Magazine, we have made a donation on behalf of the East
Peckham community to the Royal British Legion and we have set aside funds to provide
Year 6 children at East Peckham Primary School with first aid training. If there is a project
that your group or organisation would like our help with, do please get in contact with us.

Have you heard about the East Peckham Loyalty Scheme? Now, more than ever our local
independent retailers need our help. Participating retailers include Khan Spice, the Post
Office, Village Butchers and Store, Pam’s Pantry, Headlocks Hair Design, Heavenly Glaze,
Irelands Bakery, Pound Fish Bar, Field Pharmacy and County Fires. Please look out for the
leaflets at participating retailers and pick up your loyalty card. Once your card is full, please
return it to one of the participating retailers All completed cards will then be collected and
entered into one of our regular draws where you have the opportunity to win our shop local
vouchers.

The village has 3 defibrillators; they can be found on the outside wall at the Parish Office at
the Jubilee Hall, in the former BT kiosk in Little Mill and inside the information hub in the
village centre. Anyone can use the defibrillators, no training is needed, the defibrillator will
talk you though how to use it.
Twinning
East Peckham is twinned with Chéreng in the Nord de Pas de Calais. Twinning activities are
funded by those taking part with no use of parish funds. For information on Twinning and
how to get involved please email councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
Christmas Lighting
We will be providing Christmas lights in the village centre again this year. Unfortunately, due
to Covid-19 restrictions it will not be possible for us to have a Switch On event. The
Christmas Lights and Village Christmas Tree will be switched on by 28 November 2020.

Compassionate Neighbours is a social movement of local people enabled and supported
to be more compassionate in their local communities. They provide social and emotional

support to people towards the end of life due to age or illness. For more information and to
find out more, please contact the Heart of Kent Compassionate Neighbours team on 01622
792200 (ext. 240) or email cn@hokh.co.uk.

Environmental Enhancements Update
WINTER/SPRING HANGING BASKETS: Our new hanging baskets have been installed.
We would like to thank Mark Edwards, Elaine Tunbridge, and Capel Cottage Garden
Nursery for all helping us.
New streetlights at Drage Road and 80-82 Hale Street: An order has been passed to our
contractor for the work to be carried out at the earliest opportunity.
Bus Shelter at the junction of Old Road and Crown Acres: The installation of the
replacement bus shelter has been postponed; installation is now scheduled for the middle of
November.
Public Conveniences: TMBC has advised that they are intending to transfer this facility to
the Parish Council on 01 April 2021. They have further advised that they will be undertaking
a review of the facilities to assess their current condition in order to ensure that on transfer
they are in an appropriate operational condition.
Streetlight Operation: The majority of our streetlights have been converted to LED and
operate on a solar powered basis meaning that they are not controlled via a clock. As solar
changes over time it affects timings as the photocells work on a light and dark basis only.
Paved area outside the Primary School (Playing Field side): Despite not being the
responsible landowner, we became aware that the paving was a trip hazard and at our own
expense carried out urgent paving works. KCC has now confirmed that they are the
landowner and therefore responsible. It is worth noting that during periods of snow and ice,
we are often asked who is responsible for gritting the pathway. Theis would be the
landowners responsibility and whilst we are unable to provide a snow and ice clearing
service, we are happy to provide a salt and sand grit mix to the Primary School or to any
volunteers who would like to keep this area clear of snow.
EAST PECKHAM DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITY
The success of East Peckham becoming a Dementia Friendly Community has been
recognised by our National Association who in conjunction with the University of Plymouth
has included the East Peckham experience in their joint dementia guide. In addition to this
the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson has written a letter of support for the guide which will be
included in the launch. The Prime Ministers letter is reprinted below:

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2M

The Prime Minister
The Dementia-Friendly Rural Communities Guide is an excellent, practical guide for Parish and Town Councils to help make
their communities even more welcome and inclusive. Full of ideas and case studies that will help Councils make small,
impactful steps towards creating more dementia friendly communities, it will help make the UK an even better place for those
living with dementia.

Living with dementia is challenging at the best of times, but I appreciate that those living in rural communities can suffer
extreme loneliness without the right support. Committed local volunteers — heroes of their communities — can be the first to
recognise those in need of support. By providing regular contact and involvement in local groups and activities, those living
with dementia can remain active and valuable participants in their communities. This can help to dispel the stigma that is still,
all too often, associated with this disease.
The Government is committed to continuing our support for the Dementia Friendly Communities programme. I was deeply
moved by this report in its description of people living with dementia in rural settings and was impressed by how practical the
report was in its approach to solutions that enable dementia families to remain active and valued within their communities. I
wholly endorse this report, and hope it inspires people across the UK to create their own vibrant and inclusive Rural
Dementia Communities.

October 2020

JUBILEE HALL - FANTASTIC VENUE AVAILABLE IN EAST PECKHAM
We have two rooms available (sports hall and a smaller meeting / committee room)
We can accommodate most activities, please note however that ddue to Covid-19 we are
currently not accepting bookings from casual users.
Surrounded by 15 acres of playing fields we offer very competitive hire rates, a large car
park, WIFI, fully equipped kitchen, changing rooms, projector, and screen
Please email councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk for more information

Jubilee Hall
The complex consists of the Playing Fields, Car Park, Sports Hall, and Meeting Room and
plays host to many regular activities such as Puppy and Young Dog Training, Tai Chi,
various Keep fit classes, badminton, table tennis and Zumba; we are also the venue for the
weekly Parent & Toddler Group. Coming soon we will have Yoga. Other amenities include
WIFI, well-equipped kitchen, a projector, and a screen. You will find details of all of the
regular events on our website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
Playing Fields

The playing fields are a beautiful open space and are open to all. We are very fortunate to
have over 15 acres of land which is openly accessible to everyone. We are abiding by the
new social distancing guidelines and our contractor is able to continue with our regular
maintenance programme which ensures that the fields provide a wonderful place for you to
exercise and enjoy the outdoors. The Playing fields are open and accessible 24/7, facilities
include an outside gym, obstacle course, tennis court, play equipment for children of all
ages, bike park, youth shelters, street snooker and a multi-purpose games area.
East Peckham Bike Park
The new bike park is taking shape and looking amazing. There is still more to do. All
manual help gratefully received or if you would like to donate soil for the construction work
and plants for the landscaping we would be delighted to hear from you. Your contact is
Craig Matthews and you can send him an email to craig.matthews@eastpeckhampc.gov.uk.
New Outdoor Equipment
A new item of outdoor play equipment is due to be installed later this year. Parish Councillor
Mark Williams has suggested that the new item of equipment be accessible to all. Whilst we
have the contractors on site, they will carry out minor repairs to the play surfacing.
Allotments
We have a small area of allotments at the Playing Fields. While there are currently no
vacant plots, we welcome enquiries and are happy to add you to the waiting list. The annual
rents are very reasonable.

There has been a noticeable increase in dog fouling in the parish recently. If you witness dog
waste not being picked up by the owner you can report this to the Community Warden or to
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. The maximum fine for dog fouling is £1,000. If
you’ve a dog fouling complaint obtain as much information as possible as it will assist the
Dog Warden. For a found, lost, or straying dog telephone 01732 876181, for fouling,
dangerous dog, dog on dog attack or anything else telephone 01732 876147 or Email:
dog.warden@tmbc.gov.uk. If a person has been bitten report the incident to the Police on
101
Textile Bank
Installed in the Jubilee Hall Car Park is a purple textile bank which is proving to be popular
and emptied on a regular basis. We hope it will help in our campaign for a ‘greener’ village.

Planning and Transportation Committee
Planning Applications: The Planning committee has recently considered the following:
TM/20/01868/RD
Details of condition 5 (management arrangements) pursuant to planning permission
TM/20/01178/FL (demolition of existing dwelling and replacement with pair of semidetached dwellings) at 7 Chidley Cross Road
OBJECTION
TM/20/01888/PDVAR

Prior Notification: Change of use of a building and land within its curtilage from an
agricultural use to a use falling within Class C3 (as 5 dwelling houses) together with
building operations reasonably necessary to convert the building (Part 3 Class Q) at
Little Rhoden Farm, Bells Farm Road
OBJECTION

TM/20/02028/FL

First floor extension at Merryboys Cottages, 131 Snoll Hatch Road NO OBJECTION

TM/20/02120/FL

Demolition of existing ancillary residential buildings and erection of single 1.5 storey
dwelling, and ancillary building (garage) associated hard and soft landscaping at
Boroughs Oak Cottage, 231 Hale Street
NO OBJECTION

TM/20/02040/FL

Renovation and extension of the existing vacant cottage at Park Cottage, Roydon Hall
Road
NO OBJECTION

TM/20/02153/FL

Conversion of first floor offices to two bedroom flat at 11 Old Road NO OBJECTION

Planning Decisions
TMBC HAS APPROVED the following
TM/19/03017/LB
Internal alterations to include new staircase to second floor level, protected by a
sliding door, new bedroom on first floor level, new feature staircase, removal of
existing fireplace and new stud walls to living room at The Barn, 26 Church Lane
TM/19/03018/LB

Ensuite room in existing annex and new external door in east facing elevation at The
Barn, 26 Church Lane

TM/20/01129/FL

Change of use from A1 to A4. Existing retail shop to be changed to Café/Wine bar.
New Bi-fold doors to replace existing shopfront at 1 Pound Road

TM/20/01512/FL

Demolition of existing agricultural buildings and erection of 2 detached dwellings with
associated parking bin storage and access at Crowhurst Coldstore, Bells Farm Road

TM/20/01559/FL

Retrospective application for demolition of converted outhouse and construction of a
single storey side extension with pitched roof (amendment to planning permission TM/
19/01481/FL) at 46 Westwood Road

TMBC has advised that the following HAS NOT BEEN PROCEEDED WITH
TM/20/01525/FL
Demolition of existing ancillary residential buildings and erection of single 1.5 storey
dwelling, and ancillary building (garage) associated hard and soft landscaping at
Boroughs Oak Cottage, 231 Hale Street
TMBC has advised that the following application HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN
TM/20/01651/FL
First floor extension at Merryboys Cottages, 131 Snoll Hatch Road
Planning Enforcement Investigations
20/00214/WORKM 7 Pattenden Gardens: TMBC has concluded that the works undertaken fall within the
provisions of permitted development and as such no further enforcement action was required.
083/2020

370 Tonbridge Road. TMBC has found no evidence to suggest that an unauthorised change
of use of the property has occurred and as such no further enforcement action was necessary.

Community Health and Wellbeing
Community Health and wellbeing is an important part of everyday life. It is integral to leading
a happy and healthy lifestyle. As the first tier of local government and the closest port of call
for residents’ the parish council can play a huge role in ensuring that our community is a
stronger, healthier, and thriving place to live. This can be things such as maintaining and
having green spaces to walk and cycle in; community spaces to hold meetings in and being
able to be social with neighbours. Parish Councils are becoming increasingly responsible
for delivering services and running assets within the community. The majority of which, will
directly affect the health and wellbeing of residents. By focussing on health and wellbeing,

these services and assets can be run with residents at the heart. The Parish Council is
already doing many things to help the health and wellbeing of the community such as by
providing allotments, outdoor gym, Jubilee Hall, Playing Fields, Planting Trees, Bike Park but

Over to you – What else
would you like the Parish Council to do or see take place on a
regular basis within East Peckham?
there are other things that we can also consider doing. So;

OTHER ISSUES YOU MIGHT FIND OF INTEREST
Streetlights: If you’ve any suggestions for where streetlighting can be improved please let
us know. If you notice any problems with existing streetlights then let us know about those
too.
Abandoned Vehicles: http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-and-planning/abandoned-vehicles.

Public Rights of Way: KCC is responsible for maintenance. The majority are cut twice annually.
Problems can be reported by telephoning 03000 417171 or by email to westprow@kent.gov.uk.

Anti-Social Behaviour: If you witness any incidents, tell us, our community warden, or the
police. Anti-Social Behaviour can affect everyone’s quality of life and should not be tolerated.
Parking on Pavements: If you spot a vehicle wrongly parked, call 101 and our PCSO’s will
try and attend. Whilst the PCSO’s cannot issue tickets they can issue advice notices.
Highways Repairs (including potholes): Report problems to www.kent.gov.uk/roads-andtravel/report-a-problem. KCC relies on us all to report them.
Parish Emergency Planning
What If? Most of us do not want to think about emergencies, but they happen. What if we
are cut off because of snowfall or flooding? What if water, electricity, or telephones are cut
off for more than a few hours? How would you cope in these sort of emergencies? To help
the community we have put together a Community Emergency Plan which is available from
our website, www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk.
How Can I help? Do you know anyone who might need help in an emergency? If you are
able and willing to offer that help, talk to them and plan the best way to do this? You could
become a Flood Warden, we are concerned that the village is only covered by 11
volunteer flood wardens, if you are interested and want to find out more, we would be
delighted to hear from you.
We are also looking for a Flood Warden Coordinator,
someone who will liaise with our flood wardens, coordinate the opening of the
sandbags and the distribution of sandbags.
Sandbag Containers: The containers located in the Pound Road and Pippin Road car
parks will be opened by either the Parish Council or Flood Warden if we believe that
residential areas are threatened with flooding.
Flood Warnings: To receive warnings register on the website www.environmentagency.gov.uk or telephone 0845 988 1188.
Community Emergency Plan: We have updated our plan; a copy can be found on our
website. You will also find a link to the latest version of the Kent Fire and Rescue Resilience
Toolkit.
East Peckham Flood Resilience Scheme: The EA has advised that they are proceeding
with the East Peckham Flood Resilience Scheme and will be writing to the 270 properties at

high flood risk in East Peckham advising that they will be going ahead with the scheme,
confirm which properties are eligible and provide initial details such as how much the
scheme will cover and examples of types of Property Flood Relief measures.
Local Winter Management Policy: We have updated our Local Winter Management Policy
for 2020. You will be able to download a copy from our website. It provides information on
what you can expect from us, TMBC and KCC.







Get in touch
Clerk to the Council, Karen Bell, Parish Office, Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham,
TN12 5BT
Telephone: 01622 871309
Email: councilmanager@eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Your Councillors – through the website www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk
Office hours for drop in enquiries – weekdays 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. (not Wednesdays)
Twitter: @EastPeckhamPC
Facebook East Peckham Parish Council
www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk for regular updates on all our activities

Parish Councillors
Mick Barton (Chairman)
Jonathan Bates
Dale Fairless (Deputy Chairman & Planning & Transportation Committee Chair) Tim Fryer
Michael Ferguson
Sophie North
David Seal
Mark Williams
Emma Wilkinson
2 vacancies
This newsletter is available on the parish council’s website, all enquiries to Karen Bell,
Council Manager

