
Stonecastle Liaison Committee - List of Issues Raised by residents of local parishes - November 2018

A - PLANNING
A1 Confirmation of the cessation of all activities on any Saturday (and Sunday/Bank Holiday) to include processing and loading. The planning consent allows us to  operate between 7am -1pm on a Saturday. There will be times when we may need to operate on a 

Saturday morning.
A2 Confirmation of the working hours including any seasonal variation. The planning consent governs hours of operation to   7am to 6pm Monday - Friday  and 7am -1pm Saturday. Operations to raise ballast 

will be limited to the period March to October. processing and deliveries will be throughout the year
A3 Full and permanent guarantee that no additional operations (except for washing and loading) will ever be performed at the 
site, e.g. cement manufacture, bagging, mixing, etc.

Tarmac are not prepared to provide such a guarantee as there may be a need to carry out ancillary work during the life of the quarry, 
however, any such activity would only be carried out in accordance with a valid planning permission which would be subject to the 
necessary scrutiny by the Local Planning Authority.

A4 Full and permanent guarantee that there will never be any importation of materials – e.g. soils, sand, cement, ballast, stone, 
waste and landfill.

As per the answer to A3 we are not prepared to provide such a guarantee.

A5 Details of the planning application for the erection of plant & machinery at the site. Work on discharging the conditions for the new plant is in hand and will be reveiwed with KCC and discussed at the Local Liaison 
meeting.

A6 How will the actual hours of operation be monitored and recorded to ensure adherence to the implemented schedule. All lorry movements will be recorded as they pass over the weighbridge and all conditions of the planning consent observed
A7 Nature Reserve – plans to open up the restored lakes and surrounding areas for the benefit of the public. There is huge 
demand for this - some mitigation for the long term mining effects.

Tarmac are currently considering which areas can be made available for such use and how they can be accessed safely. We have also 
had some initial discussions with KWT about how they may be able to assist with  this project

B - EXTRACTION PLAN
B1 Exactly which areas will be mined and over what time periods. Definition of working boundaries. These were shown at the last meeting and are set out on plan W308-00010
B2 What are the volumes of aggregate extraction for each site and for each annual period of the extraction plan. It is planned to process approx 120,000tpa. owing to silt loss and stockpiling this may reach 150,000tpa.
B3 How does the extraction plan equate to truck movements. What is the quantity of lorry journeys (in + out) per day over each 
of the annual time periods of the plan.

Based on the proposed extraction tonnages and based on a typical payload of 20 tonnes per HGV load this equates to circa 22 loads per 
day but clearly this wil fluctuate depending upon the need to supply specific contracts.

B4 Destination of spoil (topsoil, clay etc) and whether it will be held (and where) on site or exported (with details of any effect on 
truck movements).

All topsoil and subsoil will be staying on site as this is needed for restoration

B5 Restoration of the sites and whether any of the existing lakes will be drained and/or infilled. Why have the contractors 
already bulldozed so much earth into the lake.

No lakes will be drained, The lakes do form part of the proposed water management system whereby water is used to wash the as raised 
material and silt is then returned to certain lakes in accordance with a water management scheme to be submitted and agreed by the 
Planning Authority.  Work has taken place on the southern margin of the far western lake to provide a safe haul road access with 
sufficient batters to the lake margin. This work is also part of the final restoration scheme in that area

B6 At the end of the proposed extraction plan will there be any unworked land in either the leased or owned land, will both sites 
be depleted/ finished. How much of the land will be returned to agricultural farmland.

All  the freehold land has been worked. Consent for phases 1-5 is already in place. Future uses will be considered as part of the 
restoration plan of all the areas

B7 When/what will happen over the next twelve months. New processing plant will be erected. Excavation of sand and gravel  will take place in Areas 1a and 1b. Topsoil stripping is proposed on 
area 2a .Further work on the new access road will be completed.. Sand and gravel will be transferred from areas 1 a and 2a to the 
processing plant

B8 Why are Tarmac handling soils in November when “soils shall only be stripped and handled when they are dry and friable“. Tarmac only moved  limited materials late last year to begin work on the  access road and bunding No soils were moved. Only clay 
overburden

B9 Planned removal of the conifer planting – prior mitigation needed for wildlife, e.g. Owls, Bats. This will only be undertaken once we have completed our environmental mitigation work
B10 What are the proposals for where the road will be to access phases 4 & 5. These details have yet to be submitted for approval 

C - PLANT & MACHINERY
C1 The previous operation at the site included the use of a conveyor system which has now been removed. Will the latest 
generation of conveyor be incorporated in the plant design.

No conveyors are planned to used at Stonecastle

C2 As the new equipment is likely to be smaller for the washing and grading of gravel than previously, will it be housed in a 
building (at any location) to act as a baffler and minimise the dust and noise issues from the operation.

Tarmac have a modern operation at Kingsnorth and it is proposed that a similar design will be used at Stonecastle.  The noise impact of 
this plant is such that it will be able to comply with the noise conditions imposed by the Planning Application.  It is not intended to enclose 
the plant.

C3 Some of the woodland screening adjacent to the site of the previous processing plant has been removed which has reduced 
the noise and dust mitigation. Adequate screening is needed in all areas in accordance with condition 4g. How will this 
condition be met.

Tarmac are giving consideration to providing acoustic bunding  to  help mitigate noise levels and there is still considerable vegetation 
between the plant and the resiidential dwellings.  The plant iproposed is significantly lower than the plant previously operating at the 
Quarry and from a visual perpective it is not considered that the plant would be visible.

D - NOISE & POLLUTION
D1 Clearly, the noise disturbance of the washing and loading can be minimised (as above) but what is the noise limit for any of 
the operations. How, when and where will you monitor this.

The planning requirement is that noise levels should be no higher thn 55db at the facade of the nearest residential property. Tarmac will 
be compliant and undertake monitoring to ensure these levels are not exceeded   

D2 Young children (at least one who is asthmatic) are living in the neighbouring residential properties and the levels of dust 
pollution are very important considerations. What dust limit are you working to and how, when and where will you monitor this.

The levels of dust are conditioned by the planning consent. Tarmac will monitor and ensure compliance with these requirements

D3 What will be your action if you breach either of the dust or sound limits and what will be your reaction time in doing so. Tarmac do not expect to breach these limits. Contact can be made with Tarmac at any time if residents believe we are in breach and 
additionally Kent CC Planning officers will carry out monitoring visitis during the course of each year to ensure that the operations are 
being carried out in compliance with the relevant planning conditions.



D4 Removal of all rusting dangerous machinery on the site. Most of the old plant and equipment has been removed from site already and any redundant/dangerous structures will be removed.
D5 Measures to remove leaking oil and fuel bunds that have contaminated surrounding woodland. Tarmac are not aware of any leakage. Please advise details and location
D6 Natural screening near the entrance to the quarry has been removed. Full natural screening, depending on where the 
plant/loading is to be placed, needs urgent consideration. This is in addition to the building enclosure around the new plant.

The planning consent will govern what we are required to provide and this will be discussed with KCC.  It is not proposed to enclose the 
processing plant and the level of vegetation on the southern margin of the Plant Site is significant to provide natural screening.

D7 Adequate screening of the access road was not carried out (condition 4g) – will Tarmac ensure the immediate planting of 
mature (evergreen) screening trees to the Western/Southern boundary.

There are currently no plans for additional tree tree planting alog the access road itself, however, there are hedgerows.  These have 
previously been managed to ensure that visibility is maintained to a degree to ensure safety measures given that much of the road is 
single lane. 

D8 Proposals for mitigation of light pollution and vibration. Again the planning consent will govern these issues and lightiing measures will be in place to minisise any light pollution to ensure the 
lights are sited so they do not directly shione out of the site.  There is generally no need (apart from motion sensored ligting) to continually 
light the plant site area out of hours.  We would not anticipate any activities giving rise to vibration.

E - ACCESS ROAD / JUNCTION A228
E1 The condition of Tarmac’s private access road is extremely poor and already creates a significant extra preventable noise 
from the limited traffic at present (e.g. tailgates banging). When will the road be completely resurfaced for safety and noise 
limitation (condition 16)?

Tarmac will review the condition of the access road and maintain this to ensure that HGVs are not subjected to pot holes etc causing 
preventable noise and distrurbance.  Safety measures will be implemented to reduce and control  speed. Modern HGVs have to be fully 
noise compliant and tailgates are now hydraulic to minimise noise

E2 In any event, all movements out of the Access Road must turn left (and not right on to Whetsted Road) and also left onto the 
A228. How will Tarmac ensure this is enforced – installation of camera recording with appropriate signage deterrent.

All HGVs will turn left out of the access road. Signage will be placed to remind drivers of this requirement and monitoring equipment 
within cabs records routes taken 

E3 In addition, all arrivals must enter Whetsted Road at the junction with the Access Road (and not turn left into the site). How 
will this be enforced.

Same comments about monitoring HGVs as E2

E4 Given the vast increase in truck movements, a slip road onto the A228 needs full consideration. Tarmac are not considering that the level of HGV movements will be any higher than previously when the quarry was previously 
operating and therefore KCC consider that the access is acceptable from a highways safety perspective. 

E5 How will you ensure that the surface of Whetsted road and the A228 is kept clean – consideration of a washing station. Planning consent governs this. Tarmac will be using road sweepers and will maintain the access road in a condition that minimises this 
happening

E6 The land around the access road is used by residents of Stonecastle Farm (including young children) and it is vital that an 
appropriate speed limit is monitored and enforced. Camera recording would be helpful together with a “quiet speed bump” or 
similar at the bend in the road.

See comments in E1

E7 What is the standard of suspension that you will require HGVs entering and exiting the site to have in order to ensure noise 
is kept to a minimum.

Only modern HGVs will be using the site. See comments in E2 

E8 What is the prescribed weight limit of lorries to/from the quarry and how will this be enforced. All HGVs will comply with current road weight limits 

F – FLOOD MITIGATION
F1 Ground levels to the southern flank of the site have been built up over time (in relation to surrounding natural levels near 
Alders stream) and this undoubtedly contributed to the severity of the flooding in 2013/14. Steps should be incorporated in the 
development plan to ensure these levels are reduced together with measures to excavate further flood mitigation along the 
southern stretch.

Tarmac will comply with all planning requirements in respect of water levels and will be monitoring water levels on a regular basis  

F2 Regular monitoring of water levels in and around the site – how, what action, liaison with Capel Parish Council Flood 
committee & Environment Agency.

Tarmac will monitor , monthly, quarterly and annually and such information will be provided to the EA

F3 How will “wet” extraction affect the water table and watercourses.  Extraction in its own right will not affect the water table or water courses
F4 The area of Stonecastle Farm and its surroundings is now considered to be a flood risk area (which was not the case in 
2002) and a detailed explanation of how the proposed extraction will affect the water table is needed. When will a 
comprehensive Flood Risk Assessment be published to us.

See comments about water table in F3. Tarmac are happy to supply any FRA that is  currently available 

G - ENVIRONMENT
G1 Have any hydrological and archaeological studies, and an Environmental Impact Assessment been carried out - can we see 
these reports.

An EIA has been undertaken and any previous studies/survey reports can be provided; they are all in the public domain.

G2 The natural ecology and wildlife has greatly evolved since the mining ceased around ten years ago. How will Tarmac 
ensure the minimum of disruption to this established environment.

Tarmac will continue to monitor wildlife and ecology to minimise disturbance thoughout their operations.  Many of the areas previously 
restored will not need to be accessed for further quarrying operations.

G3 How will the existing footpaths through the site area be affected by the proposed extraction, during and afterwards. When 
will Tarmac provide additional recreational footpaths.

No PROWs are planned to  be stopped up or diverted. New signage and gates will be installed and all  employees and contractors will be 
inducted about the  crossing of  PROWs. Tarmac will be considering the provison of permissive paths as part of the after use scheme 
proposals

G4 There has been extensive clearance of woodland areas – keep this to absolute minimum at all times. This will be done
G5 Destruction of badger sets – what is the procedure. When and where necessary badger sets will be removed under formal  licencing procedures 
G6 Several Barn Owls have been spotted. What action is being taken. Tarmac will comply with all ecology requirements and will be advised by specialists as and when required e.g barn owls 


