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Introduction 
 
This Design & Access Statement has been prepared to accompany and explain an application 
submitted to Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council for their consideration under the Town & 
Country Planning Acts in respect of the above proposals. 
 
The intention is to demolish the existing building and rebuild and some informal advice was 
received from Maria Brown at Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council in her email 2nd 
September 2019, reference TM/19/03031/INF. 
 
The site is located within the confines of the settlement of East Peckham.  The building is not 
Listed, nor is it within a Conservation Area, hence a Heritage Assessment is not required. 
 
Mention is made in the East Peckham Character Areas Supplementary Planning document, 
and comment on this point is contained later in this Statement. 
 
Background 
 
Once redeveloped the new building will be used jointly by the East Peckham Methodist 
Church and the Salvation Army. 
 
For the reasons explained below, it is intended to demolish the existing church building and 
hall behind, rebuild and relocate the new building towards the rear of the site, and move the 
parking to the front of the site, where it will be more accessible and visible for both public use 
and for the users of the new Church Community Centre. 
 
At present, apart from the main part of the site being owned by the Church, the parking area 
and some of the access is owned by Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council, and some of the 
forecourt by the Parish Council.  Discussions have taken place with both Councils, and in 
principle the sale has been agreed, so appropriate Notices and Certificates have been served 
and submitted as part of this application. 
 
Reasons for Redevelopment 
 
The existing Methodist Church, adjoining Hall, and the Salvation Army Hall are of an age 
where they are no longer appropriate for present and future uses. 
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In addition, mainly due to its age, but partly due to inadequate foundations, the Methodist 
Church building has become structurally unsound and beyond the point of economic repair.  
Bearing in mind it is no longer fit for future purposes, by rebuilding the facilities will be 
available for a much wider range of services as described below and the building will be up to 
date, including facilities for the disabled. 
 
The design will incorporate environmentally conscious features particularly in respect of the 
heating, lighting and ventilation. 
 
The existing Salvation Army Hall is small which has now restricted its use and parking for 
users in The Freehold is not available. 
 
Also, as identified in the Flood Risk Assessment attached to this application, the existing 
building is at risk of flooding and it is thought the ground conditions below the building have 
become softened with the increased flooding in the area, and hence structural problems have 
become accelerated. 
 
By placing the building towards the rear of the site, it takes advantage of the rise in level, 
removing the building out of the area at risk of flooding. 
 
Proposals 
 
As explained above, the new building will be an L shape on plan with the part of the building 
nearest to the road being the Church, the centre part being a meeting area providing some 
flexibility in use with the remaining section being a Hall. 
 
The new building has been designed with a contemporary approach but picking up and 
making reference to some of the detail and shape of the existing Church building to help link 
the new with the old. 
 
In particular the bricks will match the existing Church building, both in colour and detail as 
shown on the submitted drawings and illustrations. 
 
Since the existing building is not Listed, from checking with Maria Brown at your Council, she 
confirmed it would not be necessary to submit fully detailed drawings of the existing, but we 
have provided outline drawings showing the plan and shape of the building together with 
some photographs. 
 
One of our drawings overlays the new with the existing and this demonstrates that the shape 
and style of the existing building has been incorporated into the new building, and the overall 
height of the new building will be virtually the same as the existing, but set back further from 
the road. 
 
Therefore, it is felt the new design, particularly with the L shape adds to the variation and 
setting of the street scene and should provide a visually interesting building and rhythm to 
the varying patten of development, both maintaining and enhancing the character of the 
area. 
 
Inside the building, off the central meeting area there will be a kitchen together with the 
normal toilets and storage. 
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The centre will be available to the whole community it will be open to all generations, 
dementia friendly and accessible. 

Many people without transport and / or a support network can become very isolated.  The 
bus service is limited in respect of times and where you can reach. The centre will help to 
address this by providing services, social events and a meeting place.  

The large area inside of the main entrance will be the meeting space that will be open daily.  
People can meet with friends, make new friends, access information and advice.  Information 
leaflets and boards will be placed in the meeting area.  There will also be a local jobs board.   

There will be light refreshments available daily with more substantial meals served at regular 
times.   

The vision is to encourage as many organisations as possible to visit the centre on a regular 
basis to offer help and advice.  Already Hi Kent are at the Salvation Army once a month.  
Other groups that can be approached when the new centre is ready to be used are: 

CAB, Kent Mind, Age Concern, KAB, Youth Services 

Courses could be run at the centre, for example First Aid Courses, computer skills. 

The centre will also be a place that can be used in case of a village emergency. 

The combined churches will continue with all of the activities that already take place.  The 
new Centre will enable these activities to increase, and for outreach to the community to 
expand. The Salvation Army and Methodist Church already provide the following within the 
community: Coffee Mornings, Film afternoons, Art Club, Craft Club, Lunch Club, Men’s 
Fellowship group, Ladies Fellowship Group, Boys Brigade, Girls Brigade, Messy Church, Social 
events ( for example afternoon tea, music events, special meals with entertainment ), Messy 
Craft, Hi Kent Hearing Aid Service, a link to the Community food bank in Paddock Wood, 
carers coffee morning.   The community warden regularly visits many of these activities.  The 
community Warden and PCSO hold a surgery in the Oasis room at the Methodist Church once 
a month, as do our Borough Councillors regular at our coffee mornings. Hale Place care home 
regularly take their residents to many of the activities at both churches. Family support with 
play opportunities in holiday periods. 

Many other needs are met by the churches as they arise. 

 
Flood Risk Assessment 
 
A Flood Risk Assessment has been prepared by Herrington Consulting and is attached as part 
of the application to be considered. 
 
On Page 4 of the Assessment it can be seen the very front part of the site, Pound Road itself 
and part of the entrance Road is in Flood Zone 3, but the majority of the site is in Flood Zone 
2. 
 
Therefore, part of the existing Church is in Flood Zone 3, hence the reason for moving the 
new building towards the rear of the site so it is totally within Flood Zone 2. 
 
The conclusions and recommendations on Page 22 confirm that the new building will be 
placed above the design flood levels so both the buildings themselves and visitors will remain 
safe throughout the entire duration of any flood event. 
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Due to the nature of the flooding in the area and subscribing to the Environment Agencies 
Flood Warning Service, there will be sufficient forewarning to enable the users of the Church 
to leave the premises before flood water reaches the access route. 
 
Consultations 
 
Before finalising these proposals and submitting this planning application the proposals have 
been presented to the Members of both the Methodist Church and Salvation Army, together 
with the Parish Council and adjoining neighbours. 
 
The Members of both Churches have confirmed their support for the proposals. 
 
Conclusion 
 
For the reasons explained above, it is submitted the proposals will be a positive contribution 
to both the street scene and especially the community facilities in East Peckham. 
 
If both the Salvation Army Hall and the existing Methodist Church and Hall remain as existing 
it will not be possible to meet the future needs of the local community.  Also, in the case of 
the Methodist Church, the structural condition of the Church will soon mean that some major 
rebuilding will become inevitable. 
 
Therefore, it is considered the proposals comply with the aims of the relevant Planning 
Policies and just as importantly the future needs of the local community. 


