
Message sent on behalf of Steve Humphrey, Director of Planning, Housing and Environmental Health 
 
Dear Parish Clerks 
 
You will no doubt recall from previous correspondence, the Council is preparing a new Local Plan for the 
Borough. 
 
So far, the evidence gathering stage has seen the preparation of some key material such as the Strategic 
Housing Market Area Assessment, the Employment Land Review and other work that will be important in 
underpinning what the Local Plan will ultimately propose. 
 

We are very soon to conclude another important piece of evidence - the Strategic Land Availability 
Assessment. This will include an initial technical assessment of the 'Call for Sites' exercise which we have 
had to carry out in line with Government Guidelines.   The technical assessments will be available on the 
Council’s website at http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/planning-and-development/call_for_sites and in paper 
form at the Council Offices at Kings Hill and Tonbridge Castle from Friday afternoon, 27 May.  Each site 
has its own reference number and for your information, a list of all submitted sites by Parish is attached to 
this email. 

Following this evidence stage it is the intention to move to public consultation on Issues & Options for the 
Local Plan in September. The Issues & Options document is to be reported to the Planning and Transport 
Advisory Board on 5 July and will set out options for a development strategy for the new local plan. 

As we are now reaching a key stage in the local plan process, a briefing for all Parish and Town Councils 
has been arranged for Tuesday 28 June at 7:30 pm in the Council Chamber at Kings Hill.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to explain the evidence work to date and set out the options for the Local Plan development 
strategy, supported by the evidence, that will be consulted upon in September.   

Please feel free to send up to 2 representatives from your Council. It would be very helpful if you were able 
to confirm attendance by Monday 20 June to localplans@tmbc.gov.uk 

In the meantime, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact a member of the local plans 
team or look at our webpages. 

Kind regards. 

Steve Humphrey, 
Director, Planning, Housing and Environmental Health, 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council 
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