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Public Consultation launched – Fairer Charging in Tonbridge and Malling 
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council is considering changing the way that it charges for the Tonbridge & Malling 

Borough element of the Council Tax bill from 2017/18 onwards and has launched a Public Consultation inviting 

borough residents, parish councils and other key stakeholders to give their views. 

 
The aim of the review is to make Council Tax payments fairer for all borough residents and to save money. 

 
What is being considered? 
Currently, the cost of providing Borough Council services is shared by all council tax payers in the borough.  

However, some residents live in areas with several Borough Council-provided facilities and services while others 

live in areas with fewer because these services are provided by their local parish council. The Borough Council 

thinks it could be fairer if the people who benefit from these local services paid for them via a “Local Charge”, in 

the same way that those who live in parished areas pay through their “Parish precept”. 

 

Residents living anywhere within the borough other than the town of Tonbridge pay an extra Parish precept for 

the local services (such as playgrounds and open spaces) provided by their parish/town council.  As Tonbridge is 

not parished, the Borough Council has to provide services to the residents of Tonbridge.   

  

The Borough Council does not charge any extra council tax to the residents of Tonbridge for these local services 

because all residents pay a general “Borough precept”. So, to help make things fairer to the parishes, the 

Borough Council gives money to parish councils to help them with the costs of the local services they provide. 

This allows parish councils to reduce the amount of Council Tax that they charge in their Parish precept. 

  

Cuts in the government funding that the Borough Council receives mean that it needs to save £1.8 million over 

the next four years. The Borough Council is seeking to make these savings while protecting the services that it 

provides. One of the areas being reviewed as part of this process is the grants that are made to the parish 

councils. However, it would be unfair to simply remove the grants to the parish councils without considering the 

cost of the local services that the Borough Council provides in Tonbridge.  

 

One solution is to introduce a Local Charge to pay directly for the local facilities and services provided by the 

Borough Council.  The Borough Council is therefore considering introducing a Local Charge which would cover 

the cost of the following: local parks, playgrounds, allotments, flower displays, events, cemeteries and 

churchyards. 

More follows….. 
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The majority of Borough Council services, such as waste collection, recycling, street cleansing, environmental 

health, housing and country parks, are borough-wide and therefore would not form part of a Local Charge.    

 

The way that Council Tax charges are applied for services provided by other organisations such as Kent County 

Council, Kent Police and Kent Fire & Rescue would be unchanged. 

 
In addition to improving fairness, Local Charges would replace the need to give grants to parish and town 

councils, saving approximately £226,000 per year. 

 
What would the Local Charge mean for residents? 
 
As the Council is considering only a small number of services for a Local Charge, there would only be relatively 

small changes to individual Council tax bills. Tonbridge residents would see an increase to take account of all the 

local services they receive. Those with no local services in their areas would most likely see a modest reduction 

in their Borough precept. Parish councils are likely to need to replace their lost grant income, which may mean a 

small increase in Parish precept, depending on the area. 

 
The Borough Council's total income from council tax will be unaffected by these changes.   
 
 
Cllr Martin Coffin, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council’s Cabinet Member for Finance and Innovation, says: 

“We want to hear what our residents and parish councils have to say about this proposal, which is about how we 

maintain the quality and range of services that we know our residents enjoy while sharing the cost of local 

services fairly across the borough. In particular, we want to know whether they agree with this new approach 

and, if so, which services they think should be charged only to the local communities with those facilities and 

which local services should continue to be shared by the whole borough. The Council needs to save around 

£1.8million over the next four years, which means we must look closely at all areas of spending.  Reviewing the 

way we charge people for local services as part of their council tax gives us the opportunity to consider a fairer 

system for all residents that would also contribute significantly to the savings we must make over the coming 

years.”  

 

How to take part in the Consultation 
For further information and to take part in the Consultation by completing an online questionnaire, please visit 

www.tmbc.gov.uk/localcharge . All questionnaires must be completed and submitted by noon on Monday 20 
June 2016.  Anyone requiring the questionnaire in an alternative format should email 

financial.services@tmbc.gov.uk or call 01732 876086. 

 

Ends 

 

For more details, please contact: Linda Moreau, Media & Communications Manager 

Tel: 01732 876009 or email: linda.moreau@tmbc.gov.uk  
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