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INTRODUCTION 
East Peckham Parish Council and patients have recently been informed that it is likely that 
the lease for the East Peckham Branch surgery will not be renewed as it does not comply 
with current regulatory standards. This means that there is a possibility that the surgery will 
close. 
 
BACKGROUND 
East Peckham Parish Council is of the opinion that the proposal to close the surgery has 
been hasty and that very little consideration has been given to East Peckham patients 
especially those who are aged and infirm and those with mobility and transport difficulties 
 
East Peckham Parish Council is not opposed to change, we do however want to be part of a 
solution and we are in a position where we would be able to provide funds for the cost of a 
survey and a funding package consisting of an amalgamation of Parish Council money, 
anonymous donations and grants towards either the cost of the work which will bring the 
premises up to standard, alternative premises (conversion or redundant changing rooms at 
the Parish Councils Jubilee Hall) or land on which a new facility could be located. 
 
East Peckham is a rural community which relies on its local services.  It is three miles to the 
nearest rural service centre, it is not served by a rail connection and has only one bus an 
hour travelling through the village.  Furthermore over 600 residents in East Peckham are not 
in good health and rely on having a local surgery the most.  Taking this facility away will 
damage the lives of those patients who rely on a local surgery the most, particularly with 
transport to nearby alternatives difficult.  We have estimated that it could take up to two and 
a half hours to attend an appointment in Paddock Wood and that is if buses and 
appointments run on time.  Not everyone in our rural community has their own transport or 
can rely on lifts into Paddock Wood.  Taxis could also be cost prohibitive. 
 
East Peckham Parish Council is committed to being part of the solution in retaining the 
Branch Surgery 
 
OBJECTIVES 
To respond to the letter from David Selling dated 25 January 2016 in a positive way by 
producing an Action Plan for approval which once approved will allow for the delay in the 
process to close the East Peckham Branch Surgery for up to 6 months whilst we work on the 
long term retention of a surgery in East Peckham. 
 
PROGRESS  
On Tuesday 02 February 2016, representatives of East Peckham Parish Council met with 
partners of Woodlands Health Centre and the landlord’s representative.  The landlord’s 
representative confirmed their amenability of extending the lease on the current premises.   
 
ACTION PLAN (Subject to the conditions outlined below) 
 
 Action Party Timeline 
TASK 1 – SURVEY   
- Continue to pay rent on Surgery building WHC/NHSE On-going 
   
- Prepare scope of work for survey, obtain quote & WHC/EPPC Complete by 



timescales. Award contract survey. End of Feb 
   
- Provide finance for survey EPPC End of Feb 
   
- Manage Survey  EPPC Complete by 

end of March 
   
- Decision Point: Review Survey outcome; agree on 
renovations or alternatives. 

All Parties Beginning 
April 

   
TASK 2 – RENNOVATION   
- Prepare Scope of Work WHC/EPPC Mid-April 
   
- Complete Tender Process WHC/EPPC Beginning 

June 
   
- Confirm Funding EPPC End of May 
   
- Work Start  Project 

managed by 
WHC/EPPC 

End of June 

   
- Work Complete Sign-Off all 

Parties 
Beginning 
Sept 

 
 
Notes 
1.  EPPC funding would be conditional upon the following: 

• NHS England supporting a new lease once the existing premises are bought up to 
the required standard. 

• NHS England continuing to pay the rent for the six month extension period. 
• NHS England paying rent whilst the surgery is closed for renovations. 
• NHS England guaranteeing that the practice will be protected from regulatory 

challenge with reference to the quality of its buildings during the proposed 6 month 
extension. 

 
2. If modification costs are too great or it not possible to modify the existing premises then 

EPPC will consider the conversion of redundant changing rooms at the Jubilee Hall or a 
new build on East Peckham Parish Council Land. Again this is subject to NHS England 
supporting a new lease if alternative premises were required. 

 
3. The funding package being put forward by East Peckham Parish Council will consist of 

an amalgamation of Parish Council Money, anonymous donations, grants and 
fundraising proceeds 

 
CONCLUSION 
The Action Plan is entirely realistic and achievable.  East Peckham Parish Council therefore 
urges you to delay the process to close the surgery for six months whilst the tasks identified 
within the Action Plan are carried out in accordance with the indicated timescale. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the six month delay in the closure of East Peckham branch 
surgery be allowed  


