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10 March 2016 
 
EAST PECKHAM BRANCH SURGERY 
 
Dear Partners 
 
I write regarding the above.  The Parish Council was pleased that the Action Plan has been 
accepted by the NHS and that a six month extension to the proposed closer of the branch 
surgery approved subject of course to conditions. 
 
It has been noted that David Selling of the NHS is clearly of the view that Woodlands Health 
Centre is the NHS contractor and as such it is your responsibility to ensure that the project is 
managed properly and that ultimately the responsibility for provision of a site as a facility 
rests with the Practice. 
  
The Parish Council is delighted that you have no desire for the branch surgery to close we 
are however keen to put into practice the steps outlined in the Action Plan as soon as 
possible.  At this point I can confirm that the Parish Council is prepared to lead on the project 
management but having said that we do require your support and input and in the first 
instance you can help us by providing and/or clarifying the following: 
 
1. Internal and External Plans for the surgery 
2. Scope of Work; please let us know what is required by Woodlands Health Centre in 

order to bring the premises up to regularity standard and where the premises fall short in 
meeting those standards. 

3. Note that the parish council has no contractual relationship with the landlord and 
therefore no express access to the building without your authority 

4. A list of NHS approved surveyors. 
5. Contact details of the partners so that we can keep all parties in the loop with regard to 

communications. 
6. A representative from Woodlands Health Centre attending forthcoming meetings of the 

Parish Council, the dates for the next few are 04 April 2016 and 18 April 2016.  We 
would particularly like a representative to attend the meeting on 04 April as this is the 
Annual Parish Meeting. 

 
As time really is limited we would like to commission the survey as soon as possible. With 
this mind, we propose setting up a specific East Peckham Surgery Refurbishment Working 
Party with representatives from the Parish Council, WHC, the landlord and our nominated 
builder.  The first meeting we have scheduled for 22 March 2016 at 10.00 a.m. in the 

http://www.eastpeckham-pc.gov.uk/
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Meeting Room at the Jubilee Hall in East Peckham.  Please let me know who will be 
attending from WHC. 
 
In the unlikely event that you have not seen my email of 29 February, I have enclosed a 
copy for your perusal together with Sarah Bakers responses of 04 March 2016 and 07 March 
2016, I do understand that the Health Centre is focused to a certain extent on the 
forthcoming CQC Inspection but we only have a limited time period to bring the surgery up to 
the regulatory NHS standards.  In case you have not seen the letter from Tom Tugendhat 
MP dated 09 March 2016, I am also enclosing a copy of that letter for your perusal; the 
Parish Council endorses all the comments made by our MP. 
 
I realise that this is an additional burden to the workload of the Practice but that also applies 
to the Parish Council but please be assured that we are quite prepared to step up and do 
what is necessary.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Karen Bell 
Clerk to the Council 
 


