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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 
MONDAY 07 JUNE 2021 AT THE JUBILEE HALL 
 
PRESENT:      M. Barton, J. Bates, M. Ferguson, S. Milburn, S. 

North, D. Seal & T. Fryer  
 
ALSO, PRESENT: K. Bell (Clerk)  
  
APOLOGIES: L. Browning & S. Watson 
 
ABSENTEE: M. Williams  
 
Notice of Meeting: Public Notice of the meeting had been given in accordance 

with schedule 12, Para 10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

Deputy Chairman S. Milburn opened the meeting and welcomed all present. 

 
151/21 Declarations of Interests and/or lobbying: There were none. 

  

152/21 2020/2021 INTERNAL AUDIT: Attention was drawn to the 
following: 

• The Accounts and Audit Regulations introduced from 1st April 
2001 required EPPC to implement an independent internal 
audit examination of its accounting records and systems of 
internal control and for the conclusions to be reported each 
year in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR).  

• EPPC had complied accordingly, in terms of independence 
from its decision-making process by appointing Auditing 
Solutions Limited to provide this  function to the Council.   

• The Final Internal Audit Report for 2020/2021 had been 
received, it was noted that in undertaking their review for the 
year Auditing Solutions: 
o Had regard to the materiality of transactions and their 

susceptibility to potential mis-recording or 
misrepresentation in the year-end Statement of Accounts / 
AGAR. 

o Had designed their programme of cover to afford 
assurance that the Council’s financial systems remained 
robust and operated in a manner to ensure effective 
probity of transactions and to afford a reasonable 
probability of identifying any material errors or possible 
abuse of the Council’s own and the national statutory 
regulatory framework. 
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o Programme was also designed to facilitate our completion 
of the IA Certificate in the Council’s AGAR, which required 
independent assurance over a series of internal control 
objectives.  

o Had concluded that based on the work undertaken this 
year, the Clerk and Council continued to maintain 
adequate and effective internal control arrangements. 

o Consequent to the satisfactory conclusions drawn from 
their review of records for the year, Auditing Solutions had 
duly signed-off the IA Certificate in the year’s AGAR 
assigning positive assurances in each relevant area.  

o It was further noted that during the year the IA had made 
the following recommendations 
❖ Interim Internal Audit (December 2020) 

R1 Consideration should be given to the closure 

of one or two of the NatWest bank accounts.  

EPPC Action: This was currently being 

processed by Nat West 
 

R2 The Council should further strengthen 

payment approval and evidencing 

procedures over the checking and release of 

payments acquiring and using an 

appropriately designed rubber certification 

stamp to be affixed to every invoice / 

payment docket and “signed-off” by 

members when signing cheques, etc. 

EPPC Action:   A suitably designed stamp was 

acquired in January 2021 and 

was now in use.  

❖ Final Internal Audit (May 2021) 
R3      Purchase invoices should, after review and 

certification, be scanned and saved to the 
Scribe accounts detail 
EPPC Action: Recent changes in the Scribe 

software now provides for  
invoices to be scanned and 
saved to the software 
consequently effective from 01 
April 2021, this practice was 
implemented. 
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153/21 2020/2021 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE ACCOUNTING RETURN  

153/21.1 Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 

RESOLVED: That the document as copied to 

members be approved and signed by 

the Chairman and Clerk as RFO. 

 

153/21.2 Section 2 – Statement of Accounts 

RESOLVED: That the document as copied to 

members be approved and signed by 

the Chairman and Clerk as RFO. 
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