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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE JUBILEE HALL MEETING 
ROOM AT 19.00 HOURS ON MONDAY 15 OCTOBER 2018 
  
COUNCILLORS PRESENT: M. Ferguson, J. Hockey, P. Graham, J. Page, S. Page, D. Roberts, 

C. Silver & S. Watson  
 
OFFICER PRESENT: K Bell 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: M. Balfour (County Councillor), H. Rogers (Borough Cllr), J. 

Anderson (Borough Councillor), PCSO & Community Warden 
 
APOLOGIES:  M. Barton, H. Harratt & L. Wright 
 
Miss Watson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
 
256/18 Declarations of Interests and lobbying: There were none 

 
257/18 County Councillor: Mr Balfour was welcomed to the meeting; he was thanked for supporting 

the councils funding application towards a new noticeboard and defibrillator.  Mr Balfour drew 
attention to the following: 
• KCC were faced with challenging budget decisions 
• If EPPC wished to acquire a Speed Indicator Device, then it was likely that he would be 

able to fund the full costs of the equipment leaving the PC to fund the cost of insurance 
and ongoing maintenance. 

 
258/18 Borough Councillors: Mr. Rogers and Ms. Anderson were welcomed to the meeting.  They 

drew attention to the following: 
Local Plan:   They were pleased that EPPC was organizing a Local Exhibition 

and suggested that if development did take place in Church Lane, it 
would enhance the council’s opportunity of obtaining a speed 
reduction on Church Lane to 30 mph. 

New Waste Contract:   When the new contract came into effect it would include new 
kerbside collection for plastic and glass. 

 
259/18   PCSO:  Dylan McElligott the new PCSO attended to introduce himself to the council 
 
260/18   Community Warden:  The Community Warden report was RECEIVED AND NOTED.  It was  

further noted that due to changes in the focus by KCC on supporting social isolation, loneliness 
and vulnerable families meant that the Community Warden was unable to be out walking as 
much as previous wardens. 

 
261/18 Adjournment to enable members of the public to address the meeting  

261/18.1  Correspondence from residents 
 Footpath Repairs:  Complaint received regarding the repairs.  It was noted 

that as the tree was still alive, the footpath route had been modified slightly 
in order to accommodate tree roots and that the removal of the tree in its 
entirely would have involved costly excavation works. 

 
261/18.2 Questions from residents: There were none 

 
Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
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decisions taken at the meeting 
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262/18 Minutes 

262/18.1  Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 September 2018   
RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman 

as a correct record. 
262/18.2  Update on any action identified in the minutes and not on the agenda 

229/18.2 Website Statistics 
September 2018: 372 visits, 975-page views 
 

229/18.2 Mini Medics:  On 12 October, Year 6 children at EP 
Primary School received First Aid Training.  The event had 
been a huge success.  All children had engaged well and 
even had a lesson on how to use a defibrillator. 

 
241/18 Parking Outside EP Primary School:  The Headteacher 

had responded by stating that the problem was a matter 
for the Traffic Wardens to address and whilst they did what 
they could they were unable to stop people parking on the 
yellow lines.   

 
242/18 Funding Request from East Peckham United Football 

Club:  The Club were disappointed with the council’s 
decision but understood why the council had declined the  
funding application. 

 
263/18 Planning: The minutes of the meeting held on 01 October were RECEIVED, NOTED & 

APPROVED.  No questions were asked of the Committee Chairman  
 
264//18 Environmental Enhancements 

264/18.1 Renovation of Fingerposts:  Work was in progress with regard to the fingerposts at 
Martins Lane and Bullen Lane.  The contractor had also been asked to repair the 
fingerpost at Bush Road.  Members were disappointed that the fingerpost at Bush 
Road was showing signs of disrepair at it had been custom made and installed by 
Heritage Finger Posts less than two years ago. 

 
264/18.2Hanging Baskets:  The summer arrangements were due to be replaced shortly with 

the winter/spring arrangements. 
 

265/18 Jubilee Hall & Playing Fields 
265/18.1 Occupancy Levels 

• These remained constant.  Some casual booking enquiries had been 
converted into actual bookings including a 6 weekly prenatal class. 

• The Jubilee Hall had been listed in the Google business directory. 
 
265/18.2 Maintenance   

• Overgrown vegetation from the hedge bordering the tennis court had 
been removed. 

• Metal plate from the external Meeting / Committee room door to be 
reattached. 

 
 
Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
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265/18.3 Risk Assessments: Up to date. Weekly visual checks were being 

undertaken to the outside and internal areas. 
 

265/18.4 Outdoor Equipment Repairs:  Work to be completed shortly.  It was noted 
that the safety inspector had given the repairs required to the four-spring unit 
a low risk rating whilst Fenland had given it a high-risk rating.  It was noted 
that the item of equipment had been taken out of use pending repairs and 
that an alternative independent inspector would be considered for 2019. 

 
265/18.5 Textile Bank: Installed 
 
265/18.6 2018/2019 Finance: The Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields financial statement 

for the period 01.04.18 – 30.09.18 was as follows:      £ 
C/F from 2017/2018       32,980 
PC Jubilee Hall Grant                0 
Plus 2018/2019 Receipts at 30.09.18                     *5,517 
- Costs to 30.09.18       5,484 
*Note: Not including value of PC approved subsidised use of the JH Complex and Playing Fields (not 
including use of office and meeting room by EPPC similar facilities on the open rental market would cost 
approximately £12,000 p.a.) 
Playing Field Maintenance      13,000 
- Costs to 30.09.18       4,314  

Building & Asset Maintenance      14,650 
-       Costs to 30.09.18       7,710  
 
JH & PF Staffing Budget     11,500 
-       Costs to 30.09.18       4,460 
 
TOTAL BUDGET      77,647  
Less expenditure at 30.09.18     21,968  
Balance       55,679  
   

265/18.7 Jubilee Hall Vandalism (11.07.18):  An insurance claim had been 
submitted.  It was a shame that the parents / guardians and the youths 
involved had chosen not to cooperate with the Parish Council. 

 
266/18 Groups & Organisations  

266/18.1 Allotments 
• The majority of the 2018/2019 allotment rents had been paid.   
• There were no vacant plots. 
• A well-attended, Annual Meeting between the Allotment Holders and EPPC’s 

Allotment Panel took place on 05 October 2018.  The allotment holders had 
asked that the allotment site water system be improved and subject to the 
availability of funds this work would be carried out before 31 March 2018. 

• On 24 September, J. Page attended a KALC Allotment Management Workshop. 
 
266/18.2 KALC 

• On 18 October, the Clerk would be attending the Annual Finance Conference. 
• The 71st KALC AGM was being held on 17 November 2018. Guest speakers 

included representatives from the Alzheimer’s Society and Diabetes UK.  J. 
Hockey and S. Watson would be attending. 

Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
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266/18.3 ACRK: On 22 October, the Clerk would be attending a CLT workshop 
 
266/18.4 TMBC Local Plan Briefings:  The briefings were attended by P. Graham, M. 

Ferguson and the Clerk and were a useful opportunity for EPPC to ensure that as an 
organisation it was well placed to be able to respond to questions raised by residents 
within the community.  Furthermore, in order for EPPC to hold its own exhibition, the 
Clerk had obtained a loan from TMBC of the exhibition boards for EPPC to hold a 
Local Plan Exhibition on 05 November between 09.00 a.m. – 6.30 p.m.  
 

266/18.5 Stonecastle Liaison Committee: Notification had been received that the inaugural 
meeting would be held on 30 November 2018 at 3.00 p.m.  Whilst the venue had not 
been confirmed, it was likely that it would be the JH.  Two EPPC representatives had 
been invited to be members of the Committee. 

 
266/18.6 Carers Café:  The first café was attended by almost 50 people not all from East 

Peckham, people came from Snodland, Wateringbury and Hadlow.  Not all were 
carers, some were recently bereaved, and some were otherwise isolated and lonely. 

 
267/18 Budgetary Control and Variance Investigation – Quarter 2 2018/2019 (01.01.2018 – 

30.09.2018): The information which had been prepared by the Clerk and copied to members 
was RECEIVED AND NOTED.   

 
268/18 Bank Reconciliation at 30 September 2018: The information which had been prepared by 

the Clerk and copied to members was RECEIVED AND APPROVED.  It was noted that the 
bank balance was £356,941.26 (Nat West £224,993.68, Unity Trust £132,789.31).  The bank 
statements were signed by the chairman and a non-signatory member of the council. 

 
269/18 Financial Transactions: The transactions report for October 2018 was APPROVED, as 

follows: 
Receipts 01.09.18-30.09.18 
Hall Hire                                                                                                   £939.50 
Allotment Income                                                                                     £113.50 
Christmas Lighting                                                                                   £545.00 
Precept 2nd Half                                                                                  £70,000.00   
Nat West Interest                      £8.60 

 TOTAL              £71,606.60 
 

Direct Debit Payments 01.09.18-30.09.18 (includes VAT where applicable) 
17.09.18  BT  S111/112 Parish Office Telecoms £232.82  
30.09.18  Unity Trust S111/112 Bank Charges            £29.25 
04.09.18  EDF Energy S19 Jubilee Hall Electricity   £155.00  
TOTAL                £417.07 
 
Cheque payments (includes VAT where applicable) 
PC Matters Ltd  S111/112 Office Laptop repairs, upgrade 

& conversion to office 365   £540.48 300829 
Cancelled         300830 - 300832 
Midland Flags  S136 WW1 Commemorations     £31.94 300833 
Castle Water  S19 Allotment Expenses   £139.59 300834 
Travis Perkins  S136 WW1 Commemorations   £457.26 300835 

Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
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Came & Company S111/112 Insurance Renewal           £4,870.06 300836 
Castle Water  S19 JH Water Rates      £78.26 300837 
ITG Supplies  S137 Youth Project – Mini Medics £225.54 300838 
Nuco Plus  S137 Youth Project - Mini Medics £187.19 300839 
Travis Perkins  S136 Village Maintenance   £162.54 300840 
KCC   S137/19 Litter Clearing & JH Supplies £39.60 300841 
Travis Perkins  S136 Village Maintenance     £23.28 300842 
Cancelled         300843 
Total Building Care S19/136 JH Repairs £530      £8,144.01 300844 
    Church Lane Repairs £2,100 
    Footpath Repairs £1,050 
    Bench Installations £2,100 
    Materials £1,006.68 
    VAT  £1,137.33 
Kent Grassland Services S19 Playing Field Maintenance   £624.00 300845 
Kent Grassland Services S136 Village & Churchyard  

Maintenance    £720.00 300846 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Employer Pension Conts   £194.76 300847 
Miss D Jenner & Mr P Kent S19 JH & PF Janitorial    £885.00 300848 
HMRC   S111/112 Salary Deductions   £817.87 300849 
Mr M Hayes  S137 Litter wardens’ salary   £152.34 300850 
Mrs K Bell  S111/112 Clerks Salary              £2,041.08 300851 
Lexis Nexis  S111/112 Publications   £110.99 300852 
Cancelled        300853 
The Glow Company S137/111/112 Community Firework  

Event / Christmas Lighting  £376.41 300854 
(to be part reimbursed 
By EPPS) 

PC Matters Ltd  S111/112 IT Training     £61.08 300855 
PSR Lighting & Signs S136 Footway Lighting Maintce  £564.00 300856 
M A Edwards  S19/136 Tennis Court Hedge & 

Village Planting   £474.00 300857 
Village Butcher & Store S111/112 Loyalty Scheme     £15.00 300858 
Information Commissioner S111/112 DPO Registration Renewal   £40.00 300859 
David Jenner Photography S111/112 2019/2020 Calendar x 3    £39.00 300860 
Miss S Watson  S111/112 KALC Community Resilience£14.30 300861 
    Training 
    Training 
Mr R Hopkins  S137 Mini Medics Training  £100.00 300862 
TMBC   S111/112 Printing      £33.20 300863 
Travis Perkins  S136 Village Signs       £4.01 300864 
TOTAL                  £21,348.92 

 
270/18 2018/2019 Insurance Renewal:  Whilst the insurance had been renewed the Clerk had been 

able to negotiate a reduction in premiums from £5,122.43 to £4,870.06.  The reduction was on 
the basis that EPPC entered into a 3-year LTA arrangement and represented savings of at 
least £750.00 over the term of the arrangement.  Following a discussion, it was: 

 RESOLVED: That the 3-year long term insurance arrangement be confirmed. 
 
Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 
decisions taken at the meeting 

 



-4468- 
271/18 KCC Members Grant Award: KCC had approved a combined member grant of £2,000 in 

order to assist the Parish Council in providing a new noticeboard on the Playing Fields and a 
defibrillator for the village centre.   

 
272/18 Energy Audit: The Clerk was reviewing the energy charges for the streetlights and Jubilee 

Hall and had engaged Utility Aid who were specialists within the Parish Council sector at 
driving down the cost of energy costs and negotiating cheaper energy contracts.  There was no 
cost to the council for the service provided.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the engagement of Utility Aid be confirmed. 

 
273/18 2019/2020 Budget 

273/18.1 Budgetary requirements: Work had commenced on the 2019/2020 budget.  In order 
to assist with the budgetary preparations, members were asked to consider and 
recommend items which they wished funding to be provided for in 2019/2020.  It was 
noted that 2019/2020 was an election year and therefore funding provisions would be 
made for a contested election together with provisions for the celebration of EPPC’s 
125th Anniversary. 

 
273/18.2 Speed Indication Device for East Peckham: Mr Balfour, County Member had asked 

members to consider a SID device for East Peckham and if so would EPPC like KCC 
Funding support.  Mr Balfour had indicated that he would be able to fund the entire 
costs of acquiring the equipment but that EPPC would have to fund insurance, 
maintenance and ongoing costs together with identifying a team of volunteers who 
would be responsible for coordinating the scheme, the periodical relocation of the SID 
device and battery charging and changing.  It was noted that costs for a complete 
three post package ranged between £6,570 - £6,800 (excl VAT).  Following a 
discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That subject to the identification of suitable locations and a 

sufficient number of volunteers to coordinate and run the system 
the Parish Council would seek funding from KCC and make 
provisions in the 2019/2020 budget for insurance, maintenance and 
ongoing costs.  A final decision would be made in January 2019. 

 
274/18 Churchyard Maintenance: Following a discussion, it was: 
 RESOLVED: That the work for 2019/2020 would be offered to Mark Edwards. 
 
275/18 Correspondence : The following items were received during the period 08.09.18 – 05.10.18 

a. TMBC 
(i) Licensing Activity (September / October 2018) 
(ii) Electoral Register Amendments (September 2018) 
(iii) Area 2 Planning Committee – Agenda for meeting held on 26 September 2018 
(iv) Agenda & Decision Sheet for Joint Transportation Board (24.09.18)   
(v) Minutes from meeting of the Parish Partnership Panel held on 06 September 2018 
(vi) Plastics Recycling Campaign: Nudge to push items from the bathroom into the 

recycling system 
(vii) Recycling Bring Sites:  New waste and recycling collection service will commence 

early 2019 
(viii) Proposed Town and District Commercial Frontages Scheme 
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b. KALC 

(i) Chief Executives Bulletins 
(ii) NALC Newsletters 
(iii) KALC Area Committee: Agenda for Meeting and Minutes from Meeting held on 04 

October 2018 
(iv) Media Release: New Suicide Prevention Funding for Community Groups 
(v) Media Release: Newly available fly vaccine this winter could prevent 700 deaths, 

over 2,000 hospitalisations and 30,000 GP consultations in those aged 65 years and 
over in England 

(vi) Community Policing volunteer (CPV) New Role: Details of recruitment campaign  
(vii) Kent Police Rural Liaison Team – Latest Report (September 2018) 
(viii) Event Alerts 

• Allotment Management & Law (24.09.18)  
• Community Resilience Workshop (06.10.18) 
• Annual Finance Conference (18.10.18) – The Clerk will be attending  
• Dynamic Councillor (22.10.18) 
• NALC Annual Conference (30/31.10.18) 
• Chairmanship Conference (13.12.18) 

 
c. Miscellaneous Information: Barge (Play area maintenance and equipment), Auditing 

Solutions (GDPR documentation), Royal Mail (Scam Mail Information), Castle Water (Change 
of Registered Office Address), British Gas (Terms and conditions etc for small businesses), 
Discover Gatwick 

 
d. KCC 

(i) Household Waste Recycling Centre: Consultation 
(ii) Big Conversation Programme Briefing Note (Final Version) 
  

e. SLCC:  
 (i) The Clerk (September 2018) 
 (ii) Professional Development Newsletter (September 2018) 
 
f. Clerks & Councils Direct (September 2018) 
 
g. Action with Communities in Rural Kent; Learning from Wickham CLT Event (22.10.18): The 

Clerk will be attending 
 
h. JPCTCG: Notice of meeting held on 26 September 2018  
 

276/18 CCTV 
276/18.1 Village Centre:  Chroma Vision had advised that they could install a dummy camera 

for £399.50 and a deployable camera for £2,455.13.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the installation of CCTV in the village centre would-be put-on 

hold and considered if or when EPPC became the landowner. 
 

276/18.2 CCTV Payment demand: Mr Bearman was disappointed with EPPC’s decision not 
to reimburse the disputed CCTV Broadband costs whilst the equipment was in the 
Merry Boys and had submitted an invoice for the sum of £2,800 in respect of CCTV 
accommodation costs for 2008-2014.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That payment would be declined. 
 
 

Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 
decisions taken at the meeting 

 



-4470- 
277/18 Community Emergency Planning  

277/18.1 CEP Activity: On 06 October, 2 flood wardens, Miss. S. Watson and the Clerk 
attended a Community Resilience Workshop. 

 
277/18.2 Meetings with National Flood Forum: A further meeting had been arranged for 24 

October 2018 when the CEP team and flood wardens would be meeting with a 
representative from the NFF with the view to starting up an East Peckham Flood 
Action Group.  Meeting time, 7.00 p.m. in The Bush, Blackbird and Thrush.  

 
277/18 Equipment:  Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That from the 2018/2019 budgetary provision, the following items 
would be purchased 
3 x Freestanding flood triangle signs 
3 x Road Ahead Closed Signs 
6 x Freestanding diversion signs 
20 x Hi Vis waistcoats 

 
278/18 Social Media:  EPPC’s Facebook page was gaining in momentum, reaching with and 

engaging with more people. 
 
279/18 Christmas Lighting & Fundraising 

279/18.1 2018 Christmas Lights 
• MK Illuminations had advised that the lights would be installed on 20 November 
• TMBC had prepared the Road Closure Draft Order which Kent Police and Kent 

Highways had been asked to approve. 
• S. Page would order glow sticks, these and sweets would be given to the children 

for which donations would be invited. 
• Brookside Garden Centre had been asked to order the village Christmas Tree.   
Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: Subject to the availability of funds, the star motifs would also be 

installed onto the streetlight columns 
 

279/18.2 2018 Fundraising 
• £250 received from Khan Spice, letter of appreciation sent 
• The Pub Quiz had raised in total £545 
• EPPC had been invited to join the Co-op for a celebration event on 24 

November. 
 

279/18.3 2018 Christmas Lighting Budget        £ 
Funds bought forward from 2017/2018   1,654 
+ 2018/2019 PC Funding Provision    5,000 
+ TMBC Grant Funding        560  

 + 2018/2019 Fundraising     1,671 
Donation   £20 
Co-op  £468 
Waitrose  £105 
Pub Quiz £545 
Khan Spice £250 

  Total Budget      8,885 
Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 
decisions taken at the meeting 



-4471- 
 
  Less Expenditure as at 30.09.18    7,060 

MK Illuminations  £6,611 
First Class Effects    £449  
Balance       1,825 

 
280/18 WW1 Commemorations 

280/18.1Soldier Figures: The additional soldier had been ordered and was due to be 
delivered and installed prior to 11 November. Although many positive comments had 
been received in response to the soldiers, it was still disappointing that a negative 
comment had been received via Twitter. 

 
280/18.2 WW1 Commemorative Flag:  Delivered and installed on the village flag pole. 
 
280/18.3 There but not There – Micro Silhouette soldiers:  EPPC had been successful in its 

application for an additional 10 silhouette soldiers.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That they would be loaned to the Historical Society for an exhibition 

they were planning in the village and to The Oast Theatre for a 
commemorative production before taking up their position inside 
Holy Trinity on Remembrance Day.   

 
280/18.4 The Nation Remembers - Lighting of the Beacon on 11 November 2018: M. 

Barton would be coordinating the event taking place at 7.00 p.m.   
 

281/18 125th Anniversary of EPPC:   Following a discussion, it was: 
 RESOLVED: That the matter be deferred until January 2019. 
 
282/18 Standing Order No 25 Interpretation:  Interpretation provided. 
 
283/18 East Peckham Village Centre: In order to try and move the issue forward, County Councillor 

Mr Balfour was liaising with officers at both KCC and TMBC, it was noted that both 
organisations were aware that EPPC wished the land to be transferred to the Parish Council. 

 
284/18 KALC Community Awards Scheme 2019:  Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That EPPC would adopt the scheme for 2019.  It was noted that the deadline 
for the receipt of nominations was 31 January 2019 and that it might be 
possible for the award to be presented by the High Sheriff of Kent, KCC 
Chairman or the KALC Chairman to present the award, then KALC would 
check their availability.   

 
285/18 Matters for future Discussion  
 
286/18 Matters for Consideration in Private  
 Insurance Claim:  A meeting has been arranged between Andy Cotter from Came and 

Company and EPPC for 17 October.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the claim, to 
inspect the site and to discuss how Came and Company was continuing to support EPPC. 

 
287/18 Date and Time of next meeting: Confirmed as 19 November 2018 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
  
Signed:        Date: 19 November 2018 
Chairman 
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