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MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.00 P.M. ON MONDAY 18 
JANUARY 2021 
 
PRESENT:      M. Barton, D. Fairless, M. Ferguson, T. Fryer, D. Seal, S. North, E. 

Wilkinson & M. Williams (2 vacancies) 
 
ALSO, PRESENT: K. Bell (Clerk), County Cllr. M. Balfour, Borough Cllrs: H. Rogers &  

J. Anderson, Community Warden S. Edmonds, KCC candidate S. 
Hudson & 2 residents 

  
APOLOGIES: Borough Cllr. J. Sergison 
ABSENTEE: J. Bates 
  
Notice of Meeting: Public Notice of the meeting had been given in accordance with schedule 12, Para 

10(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 and The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 

(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2020 which came into force on 04 April 2020 and enabled the  Parish Council to hold remote 

meetings (including by video and telephone conferencing) for a specified period until May next year.    

M. Barton opened the meeting and welcomed all present.   
. 

009/21 Declarations of Interests and/or lobbying: M. Williams declared a personal interest in item 

030/21.7 on the basis that he was related to one of the prospective contractors. 

010/21 Councillor Vacancies:  Both vacancies could be filled by co-option. 
 

011/21 County Councillors Report.  M. Balfour was welcomed to the meeting; he drew attention to the 

following. 

• In this unprecedented time, we owed a debt of thanks to KCC for getting the testing 
and vaccination centres open and operating.  It was noted that KCC officers worked 
over the Christmas break ensuring everything was up and running in time for the 
vaccination programme to commence. 

• Unfortunately, during lockdown, KCC was seeing an increase in cases of domestic 
and child abuse and fostering arrangements. 

• KCC Education was pressing government for more funding for nursery schools. 

• Difficulties on the M20 following BREXIT. 
D. Fairless asked if he was able to help the Parish Council in recovering its costs of repairing 

the paving outside the school.  It was noted that whilst KCC Estates had accepted responsibility 

they had now advised the Parish Council to seek reimbursement from the Primary School as 

they had a budget for this kind of expenditure.  M. Balfour said that he would see what he could 

do to help, the Clerk would provide him with the details. 

 

Prospective KCC Councillor: S. Hudson was welcomed to the meeting; she wished to 

introduce herself to the council ahead of the May Elections when she would be standing for 

election.  She asked if there were any issues of pressing concern to the Parish Council and 

mentioned that she was concerned with the number of accidents which had occurred at the Hop 

Farm Roundabout recently.  It was noted that the Parish Councils concerns had been forwarded 

to KHS in this instance, it was believed that poor lighting had been a contributory factor. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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012/21 Borough Councillors Reports:  H. Rogers & J. Anderson were welcomed to the meeting. 

 H. Rogers drew attention to the following. 

• Castle Cars were offering discounted fares for people using their services to attend for their 
Covid vaccination at Tonbridge Baptist Church.  They would not charge waiting time. 

• Local resident, Emma Barnes who had appeared on the BBC SE to talk about her school 
lunches scheme which she was operating during lockdown. 

• The Hop Farm which was being used as an asymptomatic Covid testing centre. 

• He was monitoring the flood risk situation within the locality and calls to the UMIDB were 
being prioritised.  He stated that an UMIDB issue was urgent he was happy to receive 
contact direct. 

 
J. Anderson drew attention to the Covid Vaccination Centre operating out of Tonbridge Baptist 

Church which she said was working well with 1,000  vaccinations completed on 17 January 

2021, unfortunately there had since been a vaccine supply issue and vaccinations were 

expected to resume on 21 January 2021.  It was noted that housebound residents might be 

receive their vaccines at home.  It was further noted that local taxi firms were offering discounted 

fares to people with transport difficulties and unable to rely on friends and family.   

013/21 Community Wardens Report.  S. Edmonds was welcomed to the meeting; she drew attention 

to the following: 

• She believed that the village was coping well with Lockdown 4. 

• She was aware of a red off road bike being ridden on the playing fields and bike park.  EPPC 
had intelligence on who might be responsible which was passed to her. 

• She had received a report from EPPC  of a silver Astra allegedly linked to recent dog 
napping incidents which had been seen loitering in the Jubilee Hall car par. 

• Illegal puppy farms had been disrupted in Hadlow and arrests made. 

• She was pleased that local taxi firms were offering favourable rates to people using their 
services to attend Tonbridge Baptist Centre for their vaccinations. 

• She was concerned that if some residents had caller withheld on their telephones they might 
not be receiving telephone calls from their GP regarding their vaccination appointment this 
was because calls from GPs were being received as withheld numbers.  Affected residents 
would instead receive a letter from their GP which would take longer for them to receive 
their vaccination appointment. 

• Police Scams were in circulation once more. 
 

014/21 PCSO: No report 

 

015/21 Correspondence from residents 

• Thank you card received from a resident who had been presented with a volunteer 
Christmas hamper. 

• Thank you email from former Councillor J. MacDonald who had commented on how great 
the 2020 Christmas Lights were with a special thank you to the volunteers responsible.  
Thanks also to the Clerk who had sorted out a persistent streetlight problem at Bullen 
Corner. 

  
016/21 Questions from residents: There were none. 
 
Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 
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017/21 Full Council   
017/21.1  Minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2020. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman 
as a correct record. 

 
017/21.2  Update on any matters arising not included elsewhere on the agenda. 

269/20.4 Defibrillator Kiosks:  The contractor had thanked EPPC for its order 

and confirmed that having ordered and paid for the materials; he 

would be completing the installation at the earliest opportunity. 

271/20.9 Nurses Cottage Fund:  D. Seal had contacted the trustees on 
EPPC’s behalf.  The trustees wanted to dissolve the fund but were 
concerned about what to do with the remaining funds which totalled 
approximately £4,000.  The trustees had been asked if there was a 
fund constitution as these normally provided detail on what should 
happen to the fund balance upon dissolution.  The Almshouses 
trustees had offered their help as research had indicated a historical 
link between the two charities. 

 
018/21 Finance Committee  

018/21.1 Minutes of the meeting held on 04 January 2021. 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman as a 

correct record. 
 
018/21.2 2021/2022 Budget and Precept 

RESOLVED: That the expenditure budget for 2021/2022 of £187,565 which 
required a precept of £146,000 be formally ratified. 

 
019/21 Planning and Transportation Committee:  The minutes from the meeting held on 04 January 

2021 were received and noted.  No questions were asked of the Committee Chairman. 
 
020/21 Groups & Organisations: EPPC representatives who attended any meeting on the Councils 

behalf were invited to give a brief report.  
020/21.1 KALC Planning Seminar (12.01.21):  T Fryer to report that he had attended the event.  

Whilst the event was of interest as it provided an overview of the planning system he 
was hoping that the event would provide more information regarding local planning 
decisions.  Information was received regarding Neighbourhood Plans and 
Neighbourhood Surveys which he was keen for the council to consider. 

 
020/21.2 TMBC Standards Training (12.01.21):  The Clerk attended the event which was a 

useful opportunity to receive refresher information on the current standards regime 
together with information regarding the new LGA Model Code of Conduct.  Whilst the 
new LGA code was being promoted as the national template for all  local councils to 
adopt, both TMBC and KALC would be considering the document over the coming 
months before making recommendations to local councils. 

 
020/21.3 East Peckham DFC:  The Clerk was hoping to attend two upcoming virtual DFC 

events, being held by the Alzheimer’s Association, the first event on 20 January was 
the Volunteer Voice Event, the second on 28 January was a DFC and Champions 
Webinar. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 

decisions taken at the meeting 
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021/21 Community Resilience  

021/21.1 Covid-19 Update: Daily updates were being received, EPPC continued to respond and 
adapt to all revised guidance and was regularly viewed KALC as an example of best 
practice. 

 
021/21.2 EP Community Volunteer Help Scheme: The scheme was continuing to provide help 

and support to those in need and to those shielding.  E. Wilkinson and S. North were 
thanked for coordinating the scheme. 

 
021/21.3 Vaccination Programme:  The offer of the Jubilee Hall as a possible vaccination 

venue had been offered to the Programme Coordinators and to KCC’s Strategic and 

Corporate Services who are working with the vaccination teams who believed that they 

had suitable locations for the sites required around the East Peckham area but would  

bear the Jubilee Hall in mind in case there were any changes, or the national guidance 

determined the need to identify more locations.  It was noted that D. Seal was a 

vaccination programme volunteer with St Johns Ambulance and that both the Clerk and 

S, North had been accepted by the NHS Responders as Vaccination Programme 

Volunteers. 

.021/21.4 Communication with Flood Wardens:  D. Seal reported that he, M. Barton, and the 

Clerk were in regular contact with the Flood Wardens who were being kept up to date 

with the council’s community resilience plans in the event of flooding.   

021/21.5 East Peckham Property Relief Scheme:  The EA had provided a progress report. 
 
021/21.6 Sandbag Containers: TMBC did not agree with EPPC’s decision to keep the sandbag 

containers open during the wet weather season and whilst they were of the opinion that 
keeping them open was not ideal, they had advised that if EPPC wished to keep them 
open then responsibility for doing so passes to EPPC.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the sandbag containers would remain open . 

 

021/21.7 Flood Warnings   

• Flood wardens were on standby on 26 December 2020 and 14 January 2021 and 
would be again during week commencing 18 January 2021. 

• KHS had been advised of ponding on Tonbridge Road (Little Mill) and asked to 
respond as a matter of urgency and priority. 

• The EA’s attention had been drawn to an issue with water flow from the Coult 
Stream Storage Facility into the Coult Stream on Hatches Lane / Bullen Corner 

 

021/21.8 Community Impact Assessments:  TMBC required EPPC to submit a daily report of 

any impact on the community following BREXIT. 

 

022/21 2020 Christmas Lights 
022/21.1 Project Update:  M Barton reported that he was disappointed in the service provided 

by RBS Electrical Contractors with the installation of the Christmas Lights and that he 
spent many hours before and after the festive season getting them set up and working 
so that they provided some cheer to the EP community.  RBS subsequently withdrew 
their interest in the Christmas Lighting work.  M. Barton further  advised that the lights 
had been taken down and returned to store.   

Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 

decisions taken at the meeting 
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022/21.2 Invoice from RBS Electrical Contractors:  Following a discussion, it was proposed 

by M. Barton, seconded by M. Williams and: 
RESOLVED: That the invoice received for the sum of  £769.00 plus VAT would be 

paid. 
 

022/21.3 2020 Budget:  The available budget was noted as follows. 

Reserves      £4,570.00 

2020/2021 Budget     £5,000.00 

TMBC Grant               £479.50 

Less Costs  

New Lights          £2,516.20 

Fixings for new lights           £138.00 

Installation            £769.00 

Fund Balance                      £6,626.30 

022/21.3 2021 Christmas Lights: M. Barton reported as follows. 

• Mr Edwards had been to trim the four trees in the village centre which would 
make the installation an easier process.  

• Quotations were being sought from alternative contractors in respect of the 
installation and dismantling of the lights. 

• All lights and electrical connections would be fully tested in October / early 
November to ensure that there were no problems come switch on.   

 

023/21 Environmental Enhancements   
023/21.1 Old Road Bus Shelter Reinstatement: The bus shelter had been installed and a claim 

submitted to the insurer to recover the council’s costs. 
 

023/12.2 Streetlighting – New streetlights:  In July 2020, members resolved by a majority (4:3) 
in favour to proceed with the installation of two new streetlights at Drage Road and at 
80 / 82 Hale Street, minute 177/20.2 refers. 

 
Drage Road:  Whilst EPPC had agreed to proceed with the installation of the new 
streetlight, the UKPN connection costs had been quoted as between £6,000 - £6,500 
hence the reason for returning to council in order to obtain an agreement on whether 
to proceed or to consider an alternative such as a solar powered version.  The 
Streetlight contractor has advised that it was possible to install a solar streetlight and 
had provided the following quotation for council’s consideration: 

  

Options and Costs 
AE3 5505 - £1243.75 or AE3 8010 - £1593.75 
5 metre column - £215.22 
Installation – £550.00 
Manufacturers Carriage £75.00 
Defender solar light mounted on a 5m column £1524.83 and with an extra 32w panel 

(optional) £321.04. 

It was noted that the streetlight contractor had recommended option 8010 option as it 
would produce longer lighting.  Following a discussion, it was: 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 
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RESOLVED: That members would review the location in order to determine 
whether or not the streetlight was actually needed at this location and 
that a final decision would be made at the next meeting. 

 
80 / 82 Hale Street:  The contractor was still trying to obtain landowner permission, 

following which UKPN would be asked to quote for the energy installation costs.  EPPC 

could consider a solar installation at this location. 

024/21 Allotment Land: The landowner had advised that having consulted his solicitor and agent, he 
had been advised to obtain his own land valuation and had asked if EPPC would pay the costs 
of him doing so.  The landowner had further advised that the cost of the valuation would be in 
the region of £600 plus disbursements and VAT. (The Parish Council was charged £549 by 
Lambert and Foster which included disbursements and VAT).  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the landowner would be offered 10% on top of the council’s original offer 

to cover all costs payable on completion of the land transfer. 
It was further: 
RESOLVED: that the landowner would be asked to respond by 01 February 2021 
It was further. 
RESOLVED: That TMBC would be asked to initiate compulsory purchase proceedings. 

 
025/21 EPPC Climate Change Strategy:  It was reported that the Working Group consisting of T. Fryer, 

D. Seal, E. Wilkinson, and M. Williams would meet on 27 January 2021 to consider the draft 
Declaration of a Climate Change Emergency and the councils carbon audit.  The Clerk was 
thanked for preparing a draft climate emergency declaration and supporting notes for the group 
to consider.  It was noted that the group would report back to council at the next meeting. 
 

026/21 Proposed Transfer of the Public Conveniences:   Came and Company had advised that the 
insurer would not cover for loss, destruction or damage caused by flood but would cover the 
building for other perils at an annual premium of £182+IPT and Came and Company was able 
to offer an alternative option using a separate policy from FloodFlash at the cost of £391.88 per 
annum which would provide a fast payment for a pre agreed amount when flood water reached 
a pre agreed depth (against the building).  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That whilst the council remained broadly in agreement to taking over the 

service provision from TMBC members wished to take the opportunity prior to 
EPPC being committed contractually to revisit the issue, with this in mind 
TMBC would be asked to provide additional information relating to the 
proposed timeframe and site visit together with the costs of maintenance and 
upkeep for the financial years 2018/2019, 2019/2020 and 20/2021 to date and 
forecast to 31 March 2020. 

 
027/21 Awards 

2020 KALC Award:  The framed certificate had only just been received from KALC and 
arrangements were now being made for it to be presented to David Boyle. 

 
2021 Community Awards:  The names of several nominees were put forward for consideration.  

Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That members would notify the Clerk of their chosen recipients for each award.  

The nominee with the greatest number of votes for each award would be 

declared the award recipient. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 

decisions taken at the meeting 
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028/21 Finance        

028/21.1 Bank Reconciliations as at 31 December 2020:  The reconciliation statements have 
been prepared by the Clerk and copied to members.  The bank balance was 
£381,537.23 (Nat West £233,343.94, Unity Trust £148,071.23).  The bank and 
reconciliation statements were signed by chairman and a non-signatory member. 

   
 028/21.2 Financial Transactions for Approval:  The following transactions were approved. 

Receipts:  The following amounts were received during the period 01.12.20 – 31.12.20 
Nat West Interest                    £1.97 
TMBC JH Covid Grant            £1,334.00 
An additional Covid grant of £667 was awarded for January 2021. 
TMBC Christmas Lighting Grant              £479.50 
Hall Hire                      £439.00 
TOTAL                  £2,254.47 
 
Direct Debits 
BT   S111/112    £156.05 
Haven Power  S136  Streetlight energy  £267.83 
Haven Power  S19  JH Energy  £268.45  
Castle Water  S19  Water Rates – J. Hall   £15.59 
Castle Water  S19  Water Rates – Allotments       £7.38 
Unity Trust  S111/112 Bank Charges    £34.34 
TOTAL        £749.64 
 
Cancelled Cheques  
RBS Electrical S136 Christmas Lights 301454 (invoice amount changed) 
Cambridge BS S111/112 Investment 301468 (BS requested new cheque  

made out to EPPC) 
BT   S111/112 Office Telecoms 301470 (original lost, cancelled) 
Comp Operations S137 Loan to EP Mag 301472 (invoice amount changed 

  
Payments  
Lexis Nexis S111/112 Publications     £149.99 301469 
Auditing Solutions S111/112 2020/2021 Interim Internal Audit Fee   £420.00 301471 
KCC  S19 JH Supplies       £21.60 301473 
Composing Ops S137 Loan to EP Magazine    £695.00 301474 
TMBC  S111/112 Printing        £29.41 301475 
PC Matters Ltd S111/112 Office 365                    £52.44 301476 
Kent Grassland Svcs S19 Playing Field Grasscutting    £168.00 301477 
Fourways S111/112 Stationery – toner     £119.88 301478 
PSR Lighting  S136 Streetlight Maintenance                 £282.00 301479 
HMRC  S111/112 Salary Deductions                 £864.83 301480 
Mrs K Bell S111/112 Clerks Salary                 £2,135.95 301481 
Mr M Hayes S137 Litter wardens’ salary                  £170.56 301482 
Miss D Jenner  S19 Jubilee Hall Janitorial                    £175.44 301483 
Mr P Kent S19 PF Janitorial                   £197.24 301484 
EPPC  S111/112 Cambridge BS Investment – 

Reissue of Cheque 301468            £85,000.00 301485 

Lambert & Foster S19 Allotment land valuation     £549.60 301486 
GW Shelters S136 Replacement Bus Shelter               £4,978.80 301487 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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AA Defib  S137 Defibrillator Accessories         £91.14 301488 
BT  S111/112 Parish Office Telecoms      £20.40 301489 
SOS Recycling S19 JH & PF Refuse Disposal      £96.00 301490 
KCC  S19/111/112Christmas Lights storage & stationery £94.33 301491 
TOTAL                 £96,312.61 

 
028/21.3 Grants to Groups and Organisations - 2020/2021 Requests:  It was reported that 

EPPC allocated money each year under provision S137 of the LGA 1972 which was 
used to award grants to worthy local groups and organisations. It was noted that 
£520.00 remained in the 2020/2021 budget.  Following a discussion, it was proposed 
by M. Barton seconded by S. North and: 
RESOLVED: That £260.00 would be awarded to both Kent Surrey Sussex Air 

Ambulance and the Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Centre. 
 
028/21.4 Reserves 

028/21.4.1 Review of Earmarked Reserves:  It was reported that at 31 March 
2020, the cash holdings held by EPPC were £330,981 of which  
£178,210 had been earmarked for specific purposes and non-
earmarked reserves of £152,771.  It was noted that EPPC was 
expected to hold in general reserve an amount equivalent to 1 – 1 ½ 
times the precept (£146,000 to £219,000) and that EPPC’s net 
reserves therefore fell within this guided parameter.  Following a 
discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That EPPC still required the reserves detailed 

below for their specific earmarked purpose. 
     £969  Village Planting 

£11,587 Village Enhancements  

£6,869 Minor Village Maintenance Fund    

  £3,776 Allotments 

  £7,156  CCTV 

  £4,570  Christmas Lighting 

£59,251  Jubilee Hall and Playing Fields   

       £50  Bridge over the Stream  

       £65  Gardeners Association Deposit 

  £1,705  Village Youth Projects 

£68,154 EPPC Infrastructure Fund (Formerly Retention of 

EP Surgery Fund) 

  £7,457  Community Emergency Planning   

  £4,258  125th Anniversary of EPPC 

  £2,289  Churchyard Maintenance 

 

028/21.4.2 General Reserves:  Confirmation received that EPPC’s application 

to The Cambridge Building Society for a Council Saver account had 

been successful and that the new account was now open with the 

council’s initial investment of £85,000. 

 

028/21.5 2020/2021 Budgetary Control – Quarter 3: The information which had been prepared 
by the Clerk and copied to members was RECEIVED AND NOTED. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion 
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028/21.6 2020/2021 Refund of VAT – Quarter 3: The VAT reclaim to HMRC had been 

submitted.  It was noted that the amount due to EPPC was £2,848.50. 
 
028/21.7 2020/2021 Interim Independent Audit: The Interim Audit had been carried out by 

Auditing Solutions and the report copied to members.  Statute required EPPC to 
arrange for an independent internal audit examination of its accounting records and 
systems of internal control and for the conclusions to be reported each year in the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  The interim IIA of EPPC’s 
records was undertaken remotely in December 2020 due to the ongoing Covid-19 
situation and restrictions. The Clerk had been thanked for assisting the process, by 
providing all necessary documentation in electronic format and for facilitating the 
commencement of the review for the year.  

 
Auditing Solutions programme of cover had been designed to afford assurance that 
EPPC’s financial systems remained robust and operated in a manner to ensure 
effective probity of transactions and to afford a reasonable probability of identifying any 
material errors or possible abuse of EPPC’s own and the national statutory regulatory 
framework. The programme had also been designed to facilitate the completion of the 
‘Internal Audit Report’ in the Council’s AGAR, which required independent assurance 
over a series of internal control objectives. It was further noted that Auditing Solutions 
hoped to be able to conduct the final review on site in the early summer and would 
liaise with the Clerk to determine the approach to be taken nearer that time.  
 
Auditing Solutions had concluded that based on the work undertaken to date, the Clerk 
and Council continued to maintain adequate and effective internal control arrangements 
with no significant areas of concern identified.  Auditing Solutions had however made 
two recommendations which were: 
1. EPPC should consider the closure of one of the Nat West Bank Accounts.  It was 

noted that this would be for consideration at the next meeting. 
2. EPPC should acquire and use an appropriately designed rubber certification stamp 

to be affixed to each invoice and ‘signed off’ by members when authorising 
payments.  It was noted that the Clerk had obtained such a stamp. 

 
029/21 Review of East Peckham Loyalty Scheme:  Following a discussion, it was: 

RESOLVED: That the matter would be deferred to the next meeting when the proprietor of 
the Village Stores would be invited to participate in the discussions. 

 
030/21 Jubilee Hall, Car Park and Playing Fields 

030/21.1 Bookings:  Following the end of Lockdown 2, the hall reopened to regular users on 02 
December 2020.  However, Kent was then placed into Local Tier 3 which meant that 
no groups except for the Baby and Toddler Group and the youth football were able to 
use the venue. Then came Tier 4 followed swiftly by Lockdown 3 which has meant that 
the hall is currently closed to all users. 

 

030/21.2 Maintenance 
030/21.2.1 Primary School Path:  The refund from KCC in respect of the paving 

works remained outstanding.  Whilst a reminder had been sent on 24 
November 2020, EPPC had been advised to seek a reimbursement 
directly from the Primary School as their budget included funding 
provisions for this type of expenditure. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and 

decisions taken at the meeting 



-5342- 
030/21.2.2 Building Maintenance:  A dripping tap in the kitchen had been 

repaired, a fallen blind needed to be reinstalled and the gutters 
needed attention as they overflowed in wet weather.   

 
030/21.2.3 Overflowing Dog Bins:  Referred to TMBC. 
 
030/21.2.4 Car Park Maintenance:  D. Fairless reported that whilst the Working 

Group had received one quotation, the work would be put on hold 

until the spring. 

030/21.3 Risk Assessment 

• Risk assessments were up to date, weekly visual checks undertaken to external & 
internal areas.  

• Covid-19 specific Risk Assessment undertaken in respect of the play areas and 
outdoor gym.  Advisory notices installed. 

• Covid-19 specific Risk Assessment undertaken in respect of Jubilee Hall; following 
measures in place: 

o One way system in operation 
o Hand sanitising stations installed. 
o Signage installed both inside and outside the building. 

• Government guidance being complied with at all times. 

• The Jubilee Hall had been registered with the NHS Track and Trace Service and 
a QR code produced enabling users and visitors to the hall to ‘check in’. 

• The Insurers had confirmed that the Jubilee Hall was Covid compliant in all 
respects and ready to reopen again as soon as government guidance allowed. 

 
030/21.4 Financial Information as at 31 December 2020 

Jubilee Hall & Playing Field Financial Statement for the period 01.04.20 – 

31.12.20. 

Fund carried forward from 2019/2020    59,251 
Plus 2020/2021 Receipts Hall Hire £5,272 

   TMBC Covid Grant £1,334  *6,606 

Playing Field Maintenance Budget      14,500 

Building & Asset Maintenance Budget   15,000 

Jubilee Hall Upgrade Budget        3,600  

Car Park Maintenance Budget      2,500 

JH Staffing Budget     11,500 

Outdoor Equipment Repairs Budget      7,500 

Outdoor Equipment – New Activity      4,500 

NNDR Budget        5,900 

TOTAL BUDGET                  130,857    
*Notes:  

• Not including value of PC approved subsidized use of the JH Complex and Playing Fields 

• Excludes use of office and meeting room by EPPC similar facilities on the open rental market would cost 
approximately £12,500 p.a. 

• A long term user is experiencing financial difficulties, the Clerk is working with the users to ensure account bought 
up to date asap.  Payments are being made. 

LESS EXPENDITURE 
JH Running Costs       7,279 
Playing Field Maintenance     12,508 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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Building & Asset Maintenance       8,821  
Jubilee Hall Upgrade               0 
Car Park Maintenance             13  
JH Staff costs        6,136 
Outdoor Equipment Repairs              0  
Outdoor Equipment – New Activity              0  
NNDR          6,490 
Deposit refunds             50  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE                  41,297   
BALANCE                   89,560   

 
030/21.5 Bike Track:  Former Parish Councillor, C. Matthews had advised that no new work had 

been undertaken since his last report to council in December 2020 however it was his 

intention that weeding, and maintenance work would resume as soon as the weather 

improved. 

030/21.6 Repairs to play surfaces and the acquisition of an item of accessible equipment:  
Whilst one quotation had been received, a further two were awaited.  It was noted that 
the Clerk would be meeting representatives from Play Equipment companies on site 
during week commencing 26 January.  Following a discussion, it was: 
RESOLVED: That the matter be deferred to the next meeting. 

 
030/21.7 Changing Rooms Refurbishment:  M. Williams declared an interest in this item and 

did not participate in the discussions or decision making.  D. Fairless reported that 3 
quotations had been received for council consideration and that these had been 
forwarded to members for their perusal.  He further reported that following all 3 
quotations had been scrutinised by himself, M. Barton, and the Clerk and that he would 
like to recommend that EPPC award the work to East Peckham Building Services for 
the contract price of £24,830.00.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by S. North, 
seconded by M. Barton and: 
RESOLVED: That the work would be offered to East Peckham Building Services 

Ltd and that D. Fairless would notify East Peckham Building 
Services. 

 
030/21.8 Fence bordering 22 Pippin Road and Jubilee Hall Car Park: At the last meeting, it 

was reported that the homeowner had asked EPPC to repair the fence and that upon 
investigation it was discovered that a planning condition expressly stated that the fence 
would be maintained.  As the Planning Application had been submitted by the former 
Playing Field Management Committee, it had been implied that EPPC would fund the 
cost of the work.  At the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 December 2020 
(Minute 273/20.8 refers) members agreed that the property owner would be asked to 
obtain quotations for the work for council consideration.  It was noted that whilst the 
homeowner had obtained 2 quotations, a third was awaited.  Following a discussion, it 
was: 
RESOLVED: That The matter would be deferred to the next meeting which would 

allow additional time for the third quotation to be received. 
 

As the meeting had overrun it was RESOLVED that Standing Orders would be suspended allowing the 

meeting to continue past 9.00 p.m. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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031/21 Correspondence:  List of items received during the period 05.12.20 – 08.01.21 included with 
agenda.  
a. TMBC 

(i) Licensing Activity (/December 2020 / January 2021)) 
(ii) Severe Weather Advisory Group: Severe weather updates 
(iii) Electoral Register Updates 9January 2021) 
(iv) Covid-19, Lockdown 3 – Stay at Home Poster 

 
b. KALC 

(i) KALC CEO Bulletins 
(ii) NALC Chief Executives Bulletins  & Newsletters 
(iii) COVID -19 Updates 
(iv) NALC Newsletters 
(v) KALC News (December 2020) 
(vi) Local Government Bulletins 
(vii) Highways England - M 20 updates 
(viii) Media Release – Kent Resilience Forum – Op Fennel Plans  
(ix) Guidance for safe use of council building 
(x) Information regarding National Leisure Recovery Fund (Local Councils cannot apply 

directly to the fund, their application must come from the eligible local authority with 
the local council identified as an outsourced operator to the local authority 

(xi) Kent & Medway Vaccination Programme 
(xii) EU Transition Updates 
(xiii) Kent Prepared Newsletters 
(xiv) Climate Adaption Survey for Kent and Medway 
(xv) Agenda for KALC T & M Area Committee Meeting – 10.12.20 
(xvi) Kent Police – Ransomware: Malware alerts 
(xvii) KCC Media Release 

• Covid-19 Asymptomatic Testing sites in Kent 

• Cold Weather Warnings 
(xviii) Copy of letter sent to The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick S0S for housing Community and 

local Government regarding a Covid-19 Financial Support Package for Local Councils 
(xix) Virtual Events 

• An introduction to planning – 12 and 29 January 2021. 

• Getting in front of the camera – 14 and 28 January 2021 

• Bitesize Courses (Nimble) – Various dates and topics 

• Volunteering (Ashford Volunteer Centre) – 13.01.2021 
 
c. Miscellaneous Information: Tom Tugendhat MP, Came and Company (Latest insights re 

Local Council insurance, Scribe, BHIB (Parish Council Insurance), Kompan (Play equipment),  
 

d. SLCC & ALCC 
(i) Webinar Training Sessions 
(ii) News Bulletins  

 
e. KCC 

(i) Local Government Pension Scheme – Latest information 
(ii) Kent Active Travel Consultation 

 
f. The Clerk Magazine (January (2021) 

 
032/21 Matters for Future Discussion  

2021 Annual Report.  Contributions were invited, it was noted that the copy deadline was 15 
February 2021. 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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Review of Committee Structure:  M. Williams and D. Fairless requested that a review of the 
committee structure be included as an agenda item for the next meeting. 
 
Agenda:  M. Ferguson suggested that there was no need for the meeting briefing notes to be 
read out during meetings as there was an assumption that they had been received and noted by 
members prior to the meeting and members could ask for additional information and detail on 
any particular item if necessary.. 
 
Village Sign at Hale Street:  M. Barton reported that the sign had been damaged by Storm 
Bella over the Christmas break and as he had been unable to fix it, emergency arrangements 
had been made for M. Edwards to retrieve it.   
 

033/21 Date and Time of next meeting: Confirmed as 15 February 2021 @ 7.00 p.m. Note was a 

change from 22 February 2021 as the Clerk was attending the online virtual SLCC Conference 

from 23 – 25 February.  

034/21 Matters for Consideration in Private  
Staffing Review: Due to the lateness of the hour, it was RESOLVED that this matter be deferred 
to 01 February 2021. 

 

There being no additional business the meeting concluded at 21.15 hours. 

 

Signed 

Chairman       Date 
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